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-me major and the oficers -irc going down-
stairs for a lèev moments, but you arec ta allow~
nobody ta pass. 1 have chosen y>ou bccause you
are a stranger in the company and it %viIl be less
diflicuit to, withistand their persuasions thanl it
waould lie for anyonc cis.''

IBut supposing they force tlîemseivcs past
nIe ? '- I askced. flot at ail liking the hîty tlîrust
LipoliIllne.

I~l at is your bayonet for? enquired the
M\ajor sharply, impatient nt the delay.

1 liad saie notion of answering that it %vas
usuaily for sticking in the floor, but, lIaviîig io
desire to spend the reniaitîder of the niglit in a
guardliouse, 1 kept silence. mie olicers %vent
downstairs, and, as soon as tlîev were gone, a
numbcî af the boys gat roud iime, tlîir spokzes-
mîan îîerstiasiv'ely urging nie toalalow theni tu
pass.

I t is absurd," lie saîd witl soiictruth, Il that
the oflic'-rs shauld go clown to guzzle at thc
I-lueciinson flouse bar whiic thc campany is coin-
pelled to reniaiui tlirsty upstairs in thc ballroonm,
an aristocratie state af things not ta bc pcrnitted
ini a dernocratic cotintry."

I 1can't heip it,'' 1 aîswered. Il Vou cannot
pass uîîtii Captaiti Day -iv'es permission."

Oh, that's nonsense. He oniy put youu lîre
to picase the Major. Thec Major is not aur officer,
and Day woî't say anytlîing. Asiyiîowv, %e'Il al
lie back liefore tliey retuirn."

Il l'ni sorry, but 1 can't aliow~ it," 1 pcrsisted.
This brouglit forth niany pertinent rcnarks per-

taining ta my personai appcarancc and cliaracter,
tiien i nallv ane said

Lct's rush i iî. He can't stop lis."
Tiiere sccnied ta bce an inclination ta falliaw lis

adrice, and i cricd out seriouisiy:
IlVoit can, af course, rush past me, tiîat is al

but two, and those twva wiil iebcdcad, onc witiî tic
bavonet, thc other %vith a bullet."

Thcy drcîv apart into a group andc coîîsultecl in
whiispcrs. 1Ivas reieved ta lîcar anc say:

I rcaiiv believe tlle cuss mens it," for 1 elid
mntia it, and %vas &lot feeling at ail happy tliat sucli
%vas the case. Fi:îaiiv, the chief spokesmati de-
taclicd iimseif froni the group and appraaciîed
nie, iviile 1, fcaiing some trick, kept my level
bayanet pointed towards lim.

Il t's ail riglt," lic said sootiîingiy, Il' we'rc ualo
gai:îg ta attcnipt any shienanagen, but look lhere.
Let nie go downstairs alonc. l'ni going ta, bring
up a pail of beer. l'Il kcep cicar of tue afficers
anid nobodv wil i knowv anytiîing about it. 1 sliati't
'ret Uic beer lîerc nt ail, but up the street."

1I can't do it," 1 said stubborniy.
"Tlere's nia use in being a hog," lie suggestcd

ivitiî rising anger.
Periiaps naL, but it's root lîag or die itlî nie,

wvhilc l'nîi in the hag business."
WVlat Uhc outcamc would have becti I do iiot

knowv, but some anc shouted: ' t's ail riglt;
icave him alone !"I

The coniîpany nîasscd thcmnscives at the othcr
end of the room. 1 saw there %vas sanie e\cite-
mxent, but could flot make out wiiat was gaing
on. 1 was icît alone by the guardcd door, like
the boy standing an the burning deck, avercame
%vith a feceling of remarse at tU ic ecssary mcai-
ness I hadl been canîpclled ta cxiiibit tawards my
comradcs, and yet flot scciiîg any way aut of it;
.angry aiso, tiîat tiîey couid nat bc made ta uuîder-
stand that I1ivas sinîply cndeavouring ta pcrfarmi
rny duty. Tlhe crowd at the end of the hall seemcd
ta bc diminishing, the cause of wvhicli depiction I
couid not guess, but 1 vas soan ta bc cnlightcncd.
Up the stair, twa steps at a tme, ini a towering
rage, sprang tiîc ?Major, foiiowcd by the officers.

IlHow dared you allow the rmen ta pass ? " he
Shrickcd nt nme.

"No anc passcd daîvn these stairs," I said.
<Thiat is not truc ; liif the canipany arc down

ait the bar."

l3efore 1 could repiy, thec Captaiti spokc up:
'I 1S,_lîaw it is ; Uic>' have goîîe down ithe

dunîb %waiter," vhicli %vas indeed the case. Thîe
duîib ) waiter, wiclî consisted oai.a sort of lîand
elcî'atar %itli two slielves, for bringing refreshi-
nients up ta the balîrooniliîad beeu discovered by
tie boys, and tlîcy had carefully iavered twa at a
tisîîe, wlitî liad doubied thlenîselves Up on the
slieil'es. 'I'ius, alreadv li;ulf the conipany lîad
desccnded, anîd twu Sîaiwart felotws %ere at Oint
niioienit gently lowcriîîg a coup)le niore. flic Ma.jor
acted ikea flash before.tnv oniecoui lstop liinii,
scattered the graup at the othier end of the rooni,
and citier cuit the ropes or lirust theue n aside;
anyIioiv', tiiere wh~s an appaling crash anîd a %wild
y-ell. The olicers stood by tic door for a mioment,
too astuîiislied at tiîis r3ugli reprisai ta speak.
After thc yell, a dead silence pervaded the large
rooni, dhiu a lîollow v'aice camie up a flue
sayingr:

IIf )-ou felhows tlîinic dîcre is alnytlîing fuîîny
i dolwîg.a Uinig I*ke diat, you'rc mistaken, andI
l'Il lick the mîan wh'iî did it. I believe you've
killetI Sani Peters ou the lower sliel.

As a niatter of fact. Sai was flot much liurt,
althiougli liceivas Iznocked speeclîlcss for the time
beiiig, aand the cievatur %vas wvreckcd. 'Flic oflicers
af the caîîpany w~ent quickiy dowastairs ta learti
the fa of the fallen soidiers, and tiiere ivere iow
grovis froniî the bovs as the tyrannical Major

*strocie away froni the dumb waiter ta foilow, but
no anc raised a lianci agaitist hinm, aithiaugli it %vas

*easy to sec tliat if aîîy liad nmade a hostile motion
tîcre would have etisued a geîîeral scuffle, out ai
wlîicli the 'Major wouid hiave cnîerged somewhat
sliopworn. le as evidcuîtly a man af violent
temlper, quickly roused and quickly aver, for lis
face wvas pale as lie approaclîed nie, aný I imagine

lie was already regretting lus rasluîess. As ie
wvent ta go downislairs i presented tie bayonet
point ta luis breast.

Yoati catinnt pass,'I said.
''wliat I ''lie .111 d, ils culotir caiiîîg back.

None oh' >ouir itîsahenî!e, sir. I' have you pull-
islied for presenîi,îg vour gui ai ý Our oflicer."

-Y Ottare lia oflicer af mine. 1i aîîî utîder Cap-
tain Day's orders, andc lie said, L.et nuoaoie pass. ' '

'u'ou can't be sucli a fooI as yau la ý-1," replied
the alîgry [liait. I 'OuVan kîw er>' weli duitt ducs
naot apply ta nIle."

IIt does whlih Iaini liere. Voit adva,îcc
atiother step and l 'Il show v'ot."

Noîv iok ,yoti lîov uncertain a.1tlîing popuiarity
is. Thic Vohuniteers, %'lîo tbut a montent befare
lîad becui cursing nie, actualhy raised a clicer and
cordialiy iliited the Ilesitatiîîg Major ta advance.
Wliat mighit liav'c liappened the God oif\Var oilly
kniows, but, pruvideîiîiallv, Captain 1)ay canme up
at tlîat jusicture and relievcd nie af i' guard
duty.

B>' ane af tlose curiauis coilncidences thiat a mai
ivould tuot dare use inî a tuavel, but wliicli often
liappetis ini real lueé, I mnet thc Major a few yeaî's
ago on the coast of Norwvay, a littie, aid, weaz-
cned liaif.pay officer, retired ; as miiid as lie%%
nik. It is only fair ta liinî ta sa), tlîat liec utterly
deiiied iaving struck nie, said liec waulcl have been
court-martiaied for doiîîg sucli a tlîing, wiiicli is
probably truc if I liatI belonged ta the lRegulars,
but nevertlieless the incident lîappened just as I
hiave reiated it. Hlowcver, tie little mani and I
spent soimeiiost conipamionable Iliurs togetiier
in thie smoking roam, neitiier of uis holding an>'
g'rudgc agýainst tic otiier for îviiat liad happetied
mani> years ago in Canada, wlien thîe 'Militia and

wcre co-opcratinig togetiier.

1I believe you've killed Sam Pecc-s.'*
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