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bis young science have contributed to supply the missin- links of that
great chain by wvhich we are reaching back from the livingprsn
into that infinite past thirough-I whicli creative power bas manifcsted
itself in ever varying- formns and conditions ini the succession of life.
Nevertheless ail the recognition of Sir William Logan's indefatigable
labours is flot left for posthumous appreciation. Owing -to some
special advantages which the geological formations of Canada supply,
the researchies of our provincial staff have largely aided in throwing a
niew and clearer light on those Azoie rocks which by their essentially
inorganie character appear to point clearly to a terrestrial era prior to
the first creation of life; and thus to offer a scientifice confirmation
to that initial stage of creation ini which the cartli vas without formn,
and void. Sir Roderick Murchison in bis recent recinssification of
the more aucient rocks of Scotland,* wben refèerring to those on the
North West Scottish coast, remiarks: c'The phenoxuenon relating to
these Cambrian sandstoncs, which xinay well strike the geologist, is
that these very aucient rocks, on which unquestionably the Lower
Silurian rocks repose, should be simply sandstones and grits which.
lhave udergone xnueh less change thian the sandstone whlichl lies upon
them,-the latter having been metanxorphosed into quartz-rock.
Ulowever difficuit it may be to account for this fact, it is at ail events
most inxstructive as regards th e origia ixd succession of life in the
crust of tixe earth, and sustains rny view of a begianing. For here
the older of the two rocks in Scotland. bas offeredl no trace of fossils,
*hxilst the more crýysta1lized1 structure above exhibits unmistakeable
signs "of former living t'hings." Bia'ving aecordirigly set forth ini
detail the evidence and reasoninug on which. he bases bis new views on
the order of the ancient; stratified rocks of Scotiand, and their asso-
ciated eruptive rocks, Si-r Roderick Murchison thus proceeds : ce The
beginning of the geological alphabet, as appiied in the rnaps of the
Geolog ical Survey to the Cambrian rocks of Engiand, Wales, and
Ireland, must therefore be precedled iu Scotiand by the first letter of
some alphabet earlier thait the Roman, showing a stili lower deep lu
the north-west of Scotland-as in North .Amrica,-tban. exists in
Engiand, Wales, or Ireiand. If this rnost ancient* gneiss required a
Britishi name, it xigbt indeed, with propriety, be termed the .lewisùmn
~Sysiemn, seeing that the large islandl of Lewis is essentiaily composed
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