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1 ama alnost afraid thit this paper 2nay bring some diseredit on our
societv, as it will be a subjeet of ~vncingiqiiry, in %what reinote
corner of the gl;obe>, iii what pectiliarly unenlightened region, the man
is to be folund wvho is willing to àvow himself a Scnsationalist, undc(l-
terrcd both by the getacral opinion of those nt present most engitgcd iii
these studies, and by the nything but comrplimentary epithects w'ith
which his system and its advoàates have becu assailed, not merely by
special opponents but even by those wvho assume the character of calm
and impartial liistorians. 1 ean only accouint for my obtuseness by

obevigthtI r bn mas ougman, that at the distant period
-when 1 entered with ardour ou the study of the Iîunmau mind, the
Seusationalist philosophy stood well in public estimation, and Nvas
powerifiidly defended by men of acknowledged talents. After mucli
readiug, study and reflection 1 forined my opinions, and lîaving dont,
so 1 cannot change wvith changing fashions, sec wvith new eyes, or even
patiently sit down uinder the rebukes and imputations of any one Mho
has himsc]f drank fromi Germaii fountaias, and believes- ail wvisdom to
be with his masters. I may not hlope in the present statte of things to
produce con-viction i others, but 1 may pèrhaps dlaim to have the
opportwnity of expressiug rny -vie'is i a form which shall, at lcast, be
free fromi the perversions of adversaries, and of openly, refusing my
assent te the prevalent dognias, ]iowever weighity the xiares by which
they arc saiietioined, As this Ehort paper relates to a subjpct upon
wvhichi one interested iii it rnighlt easily -write a -Volume, upon whieh
indeed 1 feel tlîat a -volume must be, a large one te ghve space for cloing
justice te the discussion, 1 miust bein by apologiziing for offeriug se
slight aun attempt at the treatment of a great question, whilst at the
saine time 1 feel niyse]f te be in danger of tryig the patience of many
who have net given attention to these pursuits, or te whatever degcee
they have donc so, have been carried in the very contrary direction ta
that in which 1 persevere ii working my way, a-ad may therefore be


