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secured a house and furniture which, until the present time, l
had been the best in the county. This has been the prime
wmotive presented in the recent purchase, remodelling and
enlargement of the school-houso in Upper Church street ;
and has led to the re-seating and other improvements now
going on at Upper Canard. Doubtless also the same influ-
ences had their effect in reference to the very cfficient
accommodation which is being provided at Lower Canard; |
and in Kentville, at tho recent annual meeting, the same
motive was urged to induce a liberal appropriation for site
and building in keeping with the times.

« There %'mve been six schools in competition for the
superior grant, viz., Piedmont, Somerset, Uppor Canard,
Upper Church Street, Shieflicld Mills, and Xentville. Of
these, Ilentvillo and Upper Canard are graded, with two
dopartments ; the higher department in cach case being the
competing one. A spirited emulation on the part of each of
the teachers, to render the school under his charge as effici-
ent ns possible, has been in active exercise, and the result
is such as might reasonably be expected.”

We are pleased to know that a very large number of
schools entered the lists for competion at the beginning of
the present term.

SHORT NOTICES OF BOOKS.

Panwary Opsect Lessoss yor Teacuens Axp Parests: By N.
A. Carxans. Xarrer & Brnotnens, New York., A. I\, Ponrer,
ialifax. YPrice $1.50.

This is a very intcresting and instructive Dbook.  Comenius
taught and Pestalozzi demonstrated some sound philsoplucul prinaiples
sbout the imparting of knowledge to young :minds.  Upon these prine
ciples, which have been confirmed by the experience of many subsequent
cducators, is founded the system of mental development illusteated by
Mr. Calkins’ book. The Mayos of England have preceded him in cla-
borating a systematic course of instruction adapted toiritiatory schools.
Their labours have told upen American teachers.

Mr. Calkins’ book presents a pretty clear and systematie outline of
the object system, with copious examples and illustr The ideas
of form, colour, numler, size, weight, sound, and place, are devcloped
in coursc. The principal parts of the human body, physical training,
drawing, and clementary reading, arc also treated of.  Some observa-
tions upon the nature and design of objeet-lessons will repay perusal.
The book is worthy the attention of thoughtful teachers, and should
find a place in their Jibrary. Tho specimen lessons are, in our judg-
ment, scarcely flexible enough in their structure, and do not show great
skill in the uso of questions and ellipses. In fact, the author secms
almost a stranger to the training power of judicious ellipses in conver-
sational lessons.  ‘The questioning process, pure and simple, finds its
sphere in review lessons, and, well handled, may be made to cultivate
closeness of attention, readiness and accurscy in continued statcment,
and sclfreliance. But in lesson giving its place is subordinate, and o
skilful scquence of cllipses is necessary to insure that exercise of mind
which is anteccdent to the actual and profitable reception of knowledge.

Teachers, howerer, are not expected to square their practico by
the views of any onc man. They will find Mr. Calkins’ book full
of suggestive matter. The article on “colour™ is worth the price
of the book, " We subjuin an extract or two from the introductory
chapter, setting forth some facts upon which the development of the
intellectual fuculties is based :—

“1, Our knowledge of the material world is derived through the
senses.  Objects, and the various phenomena of the external world, are
the subjects upon which the facuities first exercise th-mselves. Know-
ledgo begins with experience.

2. Perecption is the first stage of intelligence. Primary education
begins with the culture of the perceptive facultics; this culture chicfly ‘
consists in affording occasions and stimulants for their developwent,
and in fixing pereeptions in the mind by means of representative Jan. '

age.

3. The nataral and most healthful incentive to attention and the
aq]}x‘n:siﬁon of kuowledge, with children, is the association of pleasuro
with instruction. Cumiosity, or the desire of knowledge, and theo love
of the beautiful and of the wonderful, are great actuating principles of
carly childhood, and their gratification is always cccompanied by plea
surablo emotion. Children possess a natural craving for knowledge as
well as for occupation.  Success affords them pleasure.  Self-depend-
2nce is another powerful agent of culture.

4. Instruction should give pleasurc to children, and whero it does not
there is something wrong, cither in the mode of presenting it or in the
subject-matter sclected for fnstruction.

5. All the facultiss are developed and invigorated by proper exercise;
they may be enfecbled by being overtasked, or by gemg exercised on
sabjoects which do not come within their proper sphere.

6. ‘The chief object of primary cducation is the development of the
facultics. The period of development is emphatically that of the first
ten years of the child’s life. )

| sane act.

-

7. Among tho faculties that develop carlicst, and are most active in
the child, are those of perception, couception, simple nnagaination, and
the memory of thiugs. Some powers of the mind remain inctive
during childhood, attining their full develoy only in od
Among these are the higher powers of reason and judgment, phileso-
phical memory and gencralization,

8. Fulness of knowledgo depends upon attention.  The power of at-
tention is the result of habit.  IHabits uro formed by repetitions of the
‘I'he great sceret in fixing the attention of children, consists
delightful asso-
ics by keeping

m gratifying curivsity, the love of activity, and n‘ninglin;i'
antions with lcarmu',:, UCVCT overstnusing their facult
thein too long directed to one particular object.

9. The natural process of cducation is from tho simple to the com-
plex, from the known to the unknown, from facts to causes, principles

efore rules, ideas beforo wonls, things beforo natnes.”

Dz, Coruier’s Hisromrs or Greeck AXp Rome are o
most valuable addition to the contmon school text-books. * These
volumes aim at giving a clear outline of the chief events in Grecian
and Roman IHistory. The personal or biographical clements, upon
which so much of the living interest of history mainly depends, has
heen kept prominently in view throughout.” Our advanced com-
mon schools should, after British American and Brtish History,
give pupils a fair knowledge of the history of ancient Greece and
Rome. These books are compact, well bound, and printed on
good paper.

Tur. CuemisTRY or CoMmoN TmiNGs—Nova, Scotia  School

Series. Inlifax, A. & W, MacCKINLAY.

This book is intended for the more advanced pupils in schools,
It presupposes no scientific knowledge on the part of the pupil or
teacher. Its statements are remarkably simple and clear, and all
are brought within the range of observation and experiment. The
book is beautifilly iNlustrated with upwards of 60 finely exccuted
cuts; and those teachers who prefer scientific reading books will
find this among the best of the kind, The Chemistry of Common
T'hings should be used in every advinced school, asan aid m
imparting a general knowledge of the chemical relations of familinr
objects. In paper, typography, and binding, this book is thelgem of
the Nova Scotia Series.

Barx's CoqrosiTioN Axp Rueroric—This is a new and
fresh book. It has been prescribed by the Council of Public Xn-
struction for use in the county academics. The subjects are treat-
cd philosophieally, yet clearly and briefly. The author’s views
approach nearer to those of Blair and Campbell than to those of
other writers on these subjects; and he bas produced a better
manual, we think, than any of his forerunners.

The Scnoor Mar or Norti AMERICA, which has been for
some time in course of preparation, wnder the supervision of the
Educational Department, is now ready for the schools. It is of
good size, and embraces an area of 5000 square roiles, sub-divided
into squares of 1000 miles each. It is beautifully colored and
mounted. This map is much needed in the schools, and we trust
that teachers will give no rest to their trustees until a copy adorns
the walls of thewr school-rooms. The map of British Amcrica is
not yet published ; but it, with those of South America, Africa,
* Asia, Australasia, and the United States, is being procecded with
as rapidly as is compatible with accuracy and excellence. TWhen
these maps are completed, aid Mr. Calkin’s School Geography of
the World is published, we believe that the schools of Nova Scotin
will be in a position second to those of no country in Ameriea, with
respect to the apphances of geographical study. By consulting
Oflicial Notice VI. 4. trustees and teachers may learn what maps
are now in stock. The present opportunity of purchasing these
splendid articles of school furniture, at so olieap a rate, should be
jinmediately improved. There can hereafter be no good excuse
for the absence of these maps from the schools.

The Chairmen of the several Boards of District Examiners
are requested to forward to the Education Office notices of
the April Examinations, for insertion in the nexy number of
the Journal.

Much on earth, bat little in heaven.

Knowledge is a treasure, and practice is the key to it

A wise man changes bis mind, a fool never.

¢1 cAx'r,) never crossed the Alps, or raised an ear of corn. |




