EDUCATION OF RICHARD 1lL—HIS PATRONAGE OF GUWER,

'This distinetion of literature extended though the reign of
Edwiids successaor, Richard, the son of Edward the Black Prince,
born at Bordeany, in 1366, and who succevded to the thioue when
only in lus twoifth year. [His governmem and education weto
comniitted to Simoun ilnrlvigh, it schoolfelow of the Black Punce,
who had been by him made a Kaight of the Gaster,

In a manuseript of the year 1385, wo read that Esghish began to
be tue Janguage into which schoviboys construed therr lessons m
the reizn of Richard the Second,

Quo of the bright luzhts of this reign, Gower, was patromized by
Richard. Gower the poet was born a few years later than Chancer,
thoaueh he 13 telieved to have been his coilewgo friend,  Gower
stuchied taw 3 he possessed considerable lauded property m the
counties of Nottingham und Suffork.  He wrote Lis principat woirk,
the Confessio Jmantis, in consequence ot Richard L meeting
himoin his state barge on the Thawmes, aud askg him to « book
some new thing 3°° his wravity led to ius being ealied « the meual
Gower.?* He stauds half-way between the nunstrel of Nouvnawdy
ad the Eutish poety, and he seems to have transfened the funits
of u declining literature juto the lunguage of one newly wnseu.
¢ Gower prepired for his bones a resting” m the monastery of St
Mury Overie, where, ssmewhat after the old fashicn he lieth, right
sumptuously buried, with a garland on his head, in token that he in
his hfe-daies flourished freshely in literature and ecicuce.”

Richaed, during, childhood and youth was committed in sue-
cassion to the charge of several guardiaus; and, like children
(says an historiand whose nurses haye been often changed, he
thrived none the better for it.  He did good orevil according to the
influence of those around him, and had no decided inclination,
except for ostentation and licculiuusngsn. In his reign, taymen,
among whom Chaucer and Gowerare iilustrious (\.\':lm])Tt's. received
occasionally a learned education; and indved the wreat munber
of gentlemen who studied in the inns of comt is a conclusive prout
that they were not generally illiterate.  The common law required
some knowledge of two languages, Upon the whole, we are
inclined to think, that in the year 1100, or at the accession ot
Henry 1V, the average iustruction of an Enghsh gentleman of the
first clazs would comprehend common reading and writing, a toler-
able familiarity with French, and a alight {incture of Latin ; the
latter attained, or not, according to hiy circumstances, as school
learning is at present.

XX.
HENRY IV, —}IS ACCOMPLISHMENTS,

Of Henry IV of Bolinhroke, eldest «on of Johit o Gauat, and
born in the ancient castle of Bolinbroke, in Lincolushire, in 1366,
few early traits are recorded; and ay hix father was a subject,
uothing of aterial interest was ut the time associated witl his
appemtance in the watld. Blanche, his mother, survived the birth
of Bolinbroke not more than three years; he thus early lost the
Lenefit of maternul care, which, with his father’s subsequent life

of rrollig:ncy, may accomt for the excesses of Prince Heory.
Richard I presented lum, on his father’s second marriage, witit a

costly ring.  Froissart reports that Henry Bolinbroke was a hand-
some young man ; aud we read that he excelled in music. 1t was
his custom every year, en the Feast of the Lord’s Supper—that is,
on the Thursday before Easter—to clothe as wany poor persons as
equalled the number of years he had completed on the preceding
birthday. Henry was a gallant young knight, often distinguishing
himself at jousts and tournaments, and in the Pell Rolls of 1401 is
recorded the payment of 104 # to Bartolf Vanderlurey, who fenced
with the present lord the King, with the iong sword, and was hunt
in the neck by the said lord the King.” Henry was ot an active,
ardent, and enterprising spirit; but we have noground for believing
that he devoted much of his time and thought to the education of
his children. Ia this reign was built a library in Durham College,
(aow Trinity College,) Oxford, for the large collection of books of
Richard of Bury, said to consist of nore volumes than all the
bishops of England had then i their possession.

XX1.
RENAY V AT QUEELX’S COLLEGE, OXFORD.

Of Heury V. of Monmoszh:htl: ohildh:;_d l.::d youth are ehmni:lod
more oontemporar those . {
was born ia 1987, in the castle of aruiab-

Monmouth, of which the

FOR LOWER CANADA.

183

ling ruing are now a tew vingechud wally, washed by the Monmow.
From this castle, tadiion says, that being a sickly clild, Henry
was zent to Coraliold, «ix or seven miles distant, to be mursed
thete and the eradie in which he was rocked was shown thers
some thuty years sinee,  In the Wardrobe Accounts of Henry’s
father wo find an entiy of a elinrgn for a ¢ long gowa * for the
yournz Lol fleeay 5 an Uwe futher lean that vory shorily after he
asecnded the throne, be settled an annuity of 200 upon f\iq Hrse,
Johatma Warige, ¢ in consderation of what was dote 1o hun s
tornwr days.??  In the records of the Duchy of Lancaster, in the
yoar 1397, is tho charge of 84, paid « for harpstrings putchased for
the hap of the yonner lord Henry 5** 12, «Clor 2 new seabbard of
wwsword 3 and v 18, 6d. for thiee-fomrthe of an otnco of tissie of
black «dk for a sword of young Loid Heary” 1 1396, we find a
chirae of s4s, for seven book~ of zrumar cantaiued ia ae value,
awd bo-rhe at Londoa for the young Lord Henry.”  Ther. s reuson
to bedaove that <o easiy as 1399, Hemy was placed in Qaven’s
CoMleego, Oxford, unler the supenntendence of his hatf-uncle, Heory
Bewoit. then chancellor of the Univeisity 3 +0 that even the above
voluns of wammir may have been first bearued under the direction
of the Jutuie Cardinal,

Tu th ol 1 bailding of Queen's College, u chomber used to he poioted
ont by sieeessive generations wa Heney the Fifth’s. It staod over the
gateway opposite to St Bdmund’s Hall, A portrait of him in painted
slass, comme morative of his residence there, wis seen in the window,
;\'nl] an inzeription tag it should scem of comparatively 1ecent date) in
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To ree -rd the fact for ever,
The fimperor of Brituin,
Tiie Triamphant Lord of France,
The Congueror ot his cuemics nud of hinoself,
Heury V.
Of this little chamber,
Onee the great Inhabitant,

The tender aze of Henry at this perid does not render the tra-
dition improbable ; for many then became members of the Uni-
versity at the time they would now be sent to schonl.  ‘Those who
were desicned for the mititary profession were compelied to bear
anns, st o o the feld at the age of fifteen ; consequently, the
linie education they received was confined to their buyhood.
Heace it may be inferred that Henry (though perhaps without
hitasoif being enrolled among the regalar academien) lived with
lus nncie, then chancellor, and studied under his superintendence.
It s wearly eovtain bt befoze 1he October term, 1398, Henry
had been removed to King Richa:d®s paiace, carefully watcied ;
{ whe'stin 1399 he accompanied that monarch in his expedition to
Hrelad.  Shortly after his return, on his fathet’s accession, he was
cieated Prinee ol Wales; aud had he subsequently become a stndent
of tie University, 1t archives wonld have furnished evidence of
tthe faet s but, as the boy of the Eetl of Derby, or the Duke of Here-
tord, Iivine with his uncle, the om.ssion of his name is not remark-
able. In all probability his uncle superintended  his general
education, entrusting the details to others r.cre competent to
instruct him in the various branches of literat:. ;. Amonx his eol-
lege associates was John Carpenter, of Oriel ; and Thomas Rockman,
an eminent astronomer awd learned divine, of Merton. Among
other pious and learned persons much esteemed by Uenry was
Robert Mausculi, a Carwelite friar, confessor to his Father ; und
Stenhen Partington, a popular preacher, whom sume of the nobility
invited 1o courte N is impossible to read Henry’s letters, and 1eflect
on what is authentically reconled of him, withont being impressed
by « conviction that he had imbibed a very consilerable knowledge
of Holy Scripture, even beyond the youns men of hisday ; whilst
chroniclers bear testimony that < he heid in great veneration such
as surpassed in learning and virtue.” Here we take leave of
Henry, since an event in the autumn of 1398 turned the whole
stream of his life into an entirely new channel, and led him by a
very brief course to the inheritance of the throne of England.

Prior to the reign of Heury V, specimens of English correspondence
are rare ; letters previously to that time, were usually written in French
or Latin, and were the productions chiefly of the great or the learnad.
The letters of learncd men were verbose treatises, mostly on express
subjects ; thoee of the great, who employed scribes, resembled, from their
formality, legal instruments, We have nothing earlier than the 15th
century which can be termed a familiar leiter. ~The material, too, upon
which letters were written, up to the same period, was usually vellum;

very fow instances, indeed, accurring, of more ancient date, of letters
writisn on common paper. The earliest royal signaturs known in this
eonmryl:'tbodmwnofluchulm.— i's Original Letters, 1ot
eeries, p.



