
TUE JOURNAL 0F EDUCATION [UUT 17

in several trades and artistie pursuits. 0f these materials
and the mode of their use we shall speak more fully
hiereafter.

Fourth.-Our present schools seek to repress ail activity
iii yonng children during the sehiool hours, keeping them
to desk and chair during the wholc session, except at
recess, and forbidding freedom of movement as detri-
mental to thieir progrcss; but Lhis system recognizes thte
natural. love of activity in childre n as good and essential.
to titeir healh and '&ellbeing. I nstead oi repressing it
endeavors to turn iL int proper channels, and to make
of iL one of the chief agents for the instr -lion of its
pupils.

Fifth.-Iii ail iLs exercises, il aimis espccially 10 train te
cyc as a means of informing the brain, and to endowv it,
carly in lif , with the power and habit of close observa-
tion upou objecLs tat come before it ; for iL holds this to
be the princiqal source from witich knowledge is obtained,
wiether iL be from the life around us, or frotu an accu-
rate study of lte printed page.

Sixlh.-Witile tite eyc is trained to nice discrimination,
Llie hiand is practiced in many dexterous employments,
thiat ib may be ftled 10 manipulate different matertals
wvith accuracy and case. The Kindergarten recognizes
lthe dignily of labor, and insist that'ils pupils shahl not
onily know, but do ; that flot only titeir recep tive, but
tlieir constructive faculties shall be taug-ht and dcveloped.
IL holds taI tite présent mode of conveying instruction
tciids to enervale and to unidervalue the physical powcrs,
Lo iiiducc laziness o!f body, and 10 disjoin lwo ltings
wiiichi siouild alwvays be uniled, thinking and actinig.

Scrcntizh.-It encourages children t0 investigate for
lhcmselves, and 10 sec and vetify whiatcvcr bte teachcer
Ltis them t0 be truc. When a stement is mnade con-
cerning any object, te object, if il be possible, is placed
before tem, thal titey may fully comprehiend and believe.
The mere melnorizing of facts witicit other people have
discoverci, is regarded as lending toward serviliby of
mind and a lack of seifreliance, and is contrary to the
s pirit of ils teaciting. The time lias not yel arrivcd for
t e s luden t to acquaint itimself with the past labors and

accumulated thougitt of mankind.
Eighth.--It believes a love of beauty 10 be native t0 ail,

and a source of great happiness and culture, if rightly
lrained ; and in ail ils occupations lte development of
Luis is made one of ils citief purposes. The harmony of
colors and lte charm of Iheir contrasts, lte symmetry of
grace and form-about witich so many aduits arc now
lamentably i"tnorant--4-are lauglit in a way nieyer 10 be
forgrotten.

Trhese, as far as we undersîand aud caii state Ihei are
lthe striking peculiarities of titis new systcm. We night
spcak of many olter features, but these are sufficient 10
prove titat here is sometitg original, at icasi in ils con-
ceqLion, and striking at te very rool of ail our old pro-
cesses or inductingr children mbt knowledge by means of
lthe A B C's and the spelling book.

Let us consider more minutely bte means and the
materiais by which ils lessons are conveyed. We will
enter one of ils scitool rooms and observe tite pupils aI
their work. And, first, we may remark titat a Kinder
garten is not commonly a garden at ail, thougit Froebel
would make this a part of his plan, but a large room,
one portion of which is filled wit small desks and teé
other left emply for plays. Wc find lte littie scholars
at titeir desks, with a square piece of witite.paper lying-
before îhem. Titey are beginning theirlesson in geometry,
titougi tlhey only caîl il folding paper. The leacher,
standing before tem, questions tem about lthe shape of
titis squara, about ils unes and ils angles, and afterward
directs tem 10 place il witit a side toward tem, parallel

10 te edge of lthe desk, and 10 fold, il may be, the rigiti
lowver corner over lte left upper corner. Site watches
10 sec taI caci one does lhis cxactly, and wititout
direct assistance. Titen'tiey are asked about lthe triangle
ltey have titus formed, tite number of its sides and
angles, and whal kind of angles arc again, and observe
itow many triangles were made by lthe creased hune, and
itow titis line divided lte witole space and two of lthe
angles. Thc square is foldcd also witit side against side,
making lwo oblongs, and lthe changes titus made arc
nothed. Other foldings mbt smaller square succecd,
giving risc 10 repeated questions and answers. Finally,
lte childuen are allowed 10 make of lthe paper, now
crcased in many regular uines, any fanciful object tltey
citoose, and cacit une consîrucîs for itimself a table, a

box, a id or a itouse. Titis finishes lthe exercise and
ltey ris for a play. Titere are many of these plays,
prelty litIle inventions, sucit as only a German mind
could conceivel, and in tem lthe pupis usually sing
logether, ciiter in German or Englisit, Iossing a bail,
perhaps, and counîing ; or titey run and skip, or départ
on imaginary travels and reîurn 10 relate titeir advcnturcs.

Titis over, they begin anotiter exercise aI lthe dcsk. If
it is arititmeîic, tite announcement is hailed witit great
gîce, for il is titeir favorite sludy. Titey count Iiny wood-
eni sticks, thaI are give bo tem lied up in bundles of ten,
and from titeir experimenls wvith titem lhey learn bte
four eiementary rules. Boxes of cubes, dividcd in varions
ways, from part of titeir malerials, and show titem lteé
relation of solids. Witlt two squares of colored paper cuL
fine slits btey weave many beautiful patterns ; on pcîr-
forated card- board, witlî brigit worsteds, bot boys and
girls learn to sew and 10 embroider ; ltcey draw simple
fines, a nd pricklithe oubline of picbures on blank paper,
ad in dlay ltey model simple forms. But space would
fail us 10 describe lte varied means by which lthe eycs
and minds of lte citildren are kept alert and intercsted,
and titeir bodies unwearicd and active, witile titey arc
learning lthe clements of 50 many pitrsuits. AIl scein
itappy in their work and courteous to cacit otiter, and,
in lteir games, full of fun and spirit, properly controlled.
Titere is no unnecessary noise ; no one ;-icaks wititout
permission, but ail iniquiries are encouraged and paîienlly
answered. It is only lte forenoon timat is ltus spent ; iii
te afternoon tey are free at home. Scitool is a pleasure

10 tiese puptis and not a torment, and grc.at and unusual
must be lthe attraction witicit can indttce Ihem 10 stay
away.

Titus il will be seen lthaI lte Kindergarten adapîs ail ils
processes 10 lthe nature of lthe citild. Hc lives and deligitts
in lthe visible wold-it appears 10 him full of novelty and
charm ; lthe abstract is as yetbeyond his comprehension.
Tite icîters of te printed page are only représentations,
and not bte real things : hie cannot yct understand teir
value, and turns 10 LItem witit indifference. Learning, 10
atbracl him, must address itseif to his perceptions ; for,
wviile itis rcasoning powers are stili dormant, itis senses
are ail alive, and lte actual objects titat surround itim are
vicwed with lthe keenest inlerest. Hc must sec first
afterwards ite vill ltink.

Tite advocaîes of this new syslem dlaim for it exlraor-
dinary merits, and we believe îtcey are not exaggerated.

A long and praclical acquaintance witit scitools lcads
us 10 be wary of many of the changes so freely proposcd,
on every hand ; butL titis stands lte test of close study and
examination. We have read ils litterature, heard lectures
from ils expounders, conversed witit ils leachiers, and
visiled ils scitools ; and the resuî ias been bo convifide
es btaI it is a truc and efficient niethod of starting citil-
dren in life with a zest for knowlcdgc, a body active and
serviccable, and senses quickenel and lraincd. Whetl,
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