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deemed scandulum magnatum to doubt the qualification of a large
portion of the members to grapple with cconomical questions. Ilow
few are there amongst them who can reasonably be supposed to
have given to such subjects the consideration which they require !
And even among the small number whose avocations may have led
themn to such studies, where are the men to be found possessed
cither of adequate ability or influence to introduce and carry such
measures through the House ¢ Let it not be supposed that ordinary
capacily and steady business Liabils are sufficient to work out com-
mercial zeform in our Provincial Legistature.  We grant the value
of such qualifications, but something more is required,—to wit,
intellect of the’ very highest order, joined to the most indomitable
energy and determwnation. There are decp-rooted prejudices to
overcome,—fallacies, almost universally believed, to be refuted.—
and, above all, private and sectional inferests to be encountered and
exposed, This is the task which devolves on the Comwmercial Re-
former ; and we again ask, who is there to be found in ke House
of Assembly equal to it ?
We shall probably resume the subject in our next.

THE NEW COUNCIL OF THE BOARD OF TRADE.—~WHAT
ARE THEY ¢

It is asked on all sides, what are the predominant opinions of
the new Council of the Board of Trade? They havo now been
in office a month, yet no document—no sign—has emanated from
them to show whether they concur in the broad and comprehen-
sive views soably and systematically placed before the govern-
ment and the country by their predecessors, or whether, on the
other hand, they dissent in whole or in part from the com-
mercial policy so promulgated. For ourselves, we confess, we
find it difficult to form any very decided opinion respecting their
views. We have mado enquiries, but have eclicited no satis-
factory information. We are told that some of the more prominent
members of the Council advocate the repealof the duties on Pork,
because it would benefit the Jumber interest ; but would let the
differential duties, as a whole, remain in force, because their re-
peal might affect the impoit trade of this cily ! Others again, we
are told, would let the navigation laws alone ; but would claim
from the mother country the remission of the public debt guaran-
teed by her—as a compensation for the withdrawal of protection.
There ate othere who, v-o understand, hold different views, per-
haps less seliish and contradictory, but what they are we have
been unable te discover.

Having failed then to elicitanythingto be relied upon, by person-
alinquiry, astotoe rentiments of thia new Council, we have turn-
ed for assistance 2ad en.ghtenment to our contemporaries of the
press. The Monazal core:pendent of the Codourg Star, we ob-
serve, sets ther dov~n o5 ¢ Prowcctionists, headed by the Zont-
real Gazetle;?? and 2dds on his ot n Lehalfy ¢ bat the sansible
patt of the community [the Hon. FIx. Mcoi fu. instance .] agiee
that it is ouvt ialerest to keep up ihe navigation laws and the dif-
ferential duties, for il we do not Englané will render us no further
assistance,—will in eirect throw us off for our ingratitude.” Poor
colonists, we certzinly should b2 in a “sad pickle > according to
the logubrious forebodings of this correspondent of the Cobourg
Star, were we ic succzad in making the slightest approach to a
reformed commercial system.

The next witness w2 call up is the Commercial Advertiser of
Hamilton. He appears 10 be overjoyed ut the election of a
“Protectionist > Council; and exalting over the temporary check
which Free Trade principles appear thereby to have received
he says,— -

“ Thiswas no more than coold have been foreseen when the sabject
was caimly and dispassionately considered. How any Canadian can

be a Free-Trader, from love of the hrinciple as appised to thia country,
puzzles us. It remained wich the M
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{ontreal Ezgnomust and the Board of
Trade to prove to the Colonisis the advantages of it ; and notwithstand-
ing they performed their task with 2bility and ingeaunty, they have faied
to convince ¢ven the merchants of Montreal.”

The third and last witness we shall cite is the Izmillon
Spectator, he says :—

«The election of a Protectionist Conncil by this body has shaken the
fabric of Canadian Free ‘Trade to the very centre, in the ety to which it
owes its birth 3 and although the organ of the party threatens that he
* will not relax his exertions ™ to advance their favorite scheme, hic has
been forced teluctantly to acknowledge that **the defeat of the
Free Trade movement is u heavy blow and sore discourage-
ment to the pang.” This is an imporiant admis.ion, and we
bope it will have its due weight upon the minds of 1hose

in the Western portion of the Province, who have allowed their better
judgment 1o be obecured by the specious pleadings of the Free T'raders of
the metrapolis; and their confident assertions as to the itnn ed ate and
complete success of their policys It is ulso important that this Aeary
Llow has been struck at thisparticular time—on the eve of the meeting of
Parliament, and before the collective wisdom of the land, or such ,f them
as are favorable to the introduction of Free Trade measures, should have
had an opportunity of triumphantly bringing forth the powerful influence
of the Montreal Board of T'rade to secure their passage through the poputar
branch of the Legislature, There isno doubt but that durinz the u
proaching Session of Parliament, some change will take place 1w the laws
which have hitherto regulated the trade aud,commerce of Canadn, and
that an attempt will be made by the Free I'rade party to procure the ade
mission of Amerlcan produce into Canada fiee of duty. They have made
no secret of thus attempt to destroy the remaiming hopes of the farmier, an ?
to render him as unable to cope wuh the grain-grow:nz popalation of «
Western States here, as he will be in England where hus surplus produce
is consinued.  Upon the wisdon,, s2gacity, and well-knowa influence of
the Montreal Board of Trade, these individuals depeaded for gurdanea
and support, but the experience of the past year has taught that Board n
lesson which they will not soon forget, and lag dashed to pieces the hopes
of their Frec 'I'rade admiters.”

. Summing up the cvidence before uvs, we think there is but
little room to doubt that the present Council are looked upon, by
people at a distance, as “ Protectionists —in other wards, that
they are considered to be opposed to doing away with the dif-
ferential duties—indifferent about agitating for a repeal or modi-
fication of the navigation laws,—and indiferent if not averse to
rendering the navigation of the St. Lawrence free to foreian
vessels.  If an{ or all of these suppositions be true, then, wo
may well exclaim—prejudice an(F ignorauce have tnumphed
over reason ; and we may well apprehend that the effects of this
untowand movement will be injurious if not fatal to the commerco
and well-being of this country for years to come.

. On minor points wo care butlittle about the opinions of the pre-
sent Council, and will Jeave them to keep such to themselves or
not as they see fit ; but as touching the broad principles of poliey
already adverted to we consider it will be in lge last degree dan-
gerous to allow the imputed views of this body—if the imputation

e well founded—to go uncontradicted to the Legislature.  Their
course must_therefore be closely watched—their opinions can-
vassed and discussed. We know not what place they will pur-
sve to give cffect to their opinions—whether that of openiy pro-
mulgating them by reports, memorials or otherwise, or the
more insidious policy of private communication with members of
the government and the Legislature. Our eyes, howover, will ba
upon them 3 and their omissions as well as teleir acts will be fear-
lessly and unceasingly exposed. Thus is no time for tampenng
with tho best interests of the coumry. On the contrary, every-
thing depends on timely and energetic action. The Council of t?m
Board of Trade have much in their power and consequently a hea-
vy respousibility hangs upon them. They were mstrumental 1
ousting raen frum that Board who had promulgated a wise policy
for th2 deliberate consideration and adoption of the country, and
who were pledged by word and deed to sce it carried into effect
by legislative enactment.  The present incumbents therefore ars
Lound to act with equal vigor. If they adopt the policy of their
nredecessurs, as we trust for the good of the country and therrown
credit taey will do, hen are they bound to take the same ener-
getic steps which their predecessors contemplated to secure it
ascendancy in the legislature. But, whatever be their poliecy
we confess we have great misgivings as to their possessing the
requisite eneray and activity to give life and effect to their prin-
ciples. We have already, for instance, alluded, but without ef-
fect to the necessity of petitiening the British Patliament at this
Juncture, while Ricardo’s Select Cornmittee is sitting, respecting
the navigation laws : and we may now add that t"ie free naviga-
tion cf the St. Lawrence equally demanded their 1ttention in this
respect, The British Gevernment have time and agam been applied
to without success; but the British Parliament have never yes, th.t
weare aware of, been petitioned upon these vital questions. Such
petitions should have been forwarded by last maily and the whols
question wouid thereby have been Lrought up before the British
publie, but wo are informed that nothing of the kind was done of
thoughtof. The Council should remember that time lost is not
easily redcemed, zud that if they are in favour of these reforms
they shoull not nezlect the opportuaities that offer for bringing
thein about? et them beware; a passive policy will never b
tolerated.  %hey must not only think, not only cutertuin opi+
nions ; they taust alsv ezert themselves in order 10 give theso
opiniuns Cue anc prompt eficct.  Thear conduct in this iustance
contrasts, we think, wiost unfavorably with that of their predeces-
sors, and will douttless tell against them when the day of reckon-
ing comes abovt. All that day, we venture to predict their neg-
ligence,~their omussions, as well as their acts,—will be arrayed
Lefore t‘lem, and they will be judgedraccordingly.

We give them this friendly waming, in the hope that it will bo
the means of infusing a little more energy into their lifeless move-
ments—of exciting a little more attention to those high interests
which they have—iwe fear rashly—undertaken to develope and
prolect.




