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502 ' MISSIONS IN ALASKA. [July

with marked success ever since. A visitor to this station at the present
day can little realize the condition of the natives at the time the work wag
begun.

Mr. Brady had special gifts which enabled him to win the confidenc,
of the natives and draw numbers to hear the Gospel.

The following ycar, 1879, Mr. A. E. Austin and his family were pn;
in charge of the mission. Their good influence upon the people, which
at once began to be felt, has grown with each of the years of their con-
tinued service until the present.

This mission is the largest and most influential in the territory, wit)
the exception of Metlakahtla., They now have a church with four hundreq
members, a boarding-school of one hundred and fifty members, an indus.
trial school in which are taught carpentry, shoemaking, cooperage, print-
ing, dressmaking, and cooking, a hospital with a physician and trained
nurse, a museum of native curios which is very valuable, the gift of D,
Jackson, and a number of mode! homes built for the young couples who
have been married from the school. From the surrounding neighborhood
the natives came to Fort Wrangel and to Sitka earnestly pleading tha;
teachers might be sent to them also. The sweet oid story of the cross
seemed to have a wonderful effect upon them, lifting the veil of darkness
which had been over them so long. With the new vision came a dawning
hope, and hence their appeals that the blessed light might be brought to
their families and friends before it was too late. In response to thes
Macedonian cries our missionaries made a number of long and perilons
trips to visit these outlying tribes. The reports of these journeys are ver
full of interest. So much were they impressed with the need, and the
hopeful outlook for successful work, that they begged that missionaries
be sent to several other stations. These entreaties were heeded, aud in
1880 and 1881 missions were established among the Chileats, Hoonals,
and Hydahs. Rev. E. 8. Willard and wife opened the mission at Chileat,
the most northern of the stations, and labored under fearful trials of cold,
hunger, isolation, and even threats of murder until 1885, when they were
compelled to return East to recover impaired health. Good work had
been done, substantial buildings erected, mostly by Mr. Willard's own
hands, and that when one of them had been disabled from the effects of

exposure and scanty food. The next year they returned, but were son
compelled to leave again. A child of one of the chiefs having dicd, le
claimed it had been bewitched Ly the missionaries, and vowed to hawe
revenge. For a time the mission was closed, until Rev. . W. Wame
was sent to reopen it in 1881. The work is again quite hopeful. The
church and school are lifting these people into new and better conditius.

The Hoonzh mission was put in charge of Mr. and Mrs. Styles. 3
building was ereeted, and after a year or more, Rev. J. W. McFarlaad
and his wife were commissioned for that field. THere Mr. McFarland
labored successfully until his death in 1893. His heroic wife assisted by




