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Since October'28th, 1885, witen he fivst arrived at Aden, the finger of God
has written an inepiring page of Christian history. There are now three
missions in Arabia.

1. Keith Falconer Mission.—The pioneer missionary of Arabia, after
whom this mission was named, was a wealthy son of Scotland, an expert stu-
dent, bicyelist, and phonographer, and a rising Orientalist. He laid down
everything at the feet of Christ for Arabia. He bore the entire expense
of the mission, including that of necessary buildings and the salary of a med-
ical missionary, asking orly that the work be recoguized as a mission of
the Free Church of Scc + 1d. The mission was established at Sheikh
Othman, about ten miles inland from Aden. At this place, while await-
ing the completion of the buildings, and living 2s a pioneer must live,
within a year and a half of his first arrival Keith Palconer laid down hislife
for Arabia, a victim of the trying climate from which he had insufficient
protection. But his life was the inspiration of other men. His blood
became “he seed of the Church in Arabia. The Keith Falconer Mission
is to-day meeting with success worthy of its noble founder, under the
labors of Rev. W. R. W. Gardner and Dr. Young.

2. The Arabian Mission, of the Reformed Church in America, sprang
up under the inspiration of Rev. Professor J. G. Lansing, D.D., of New
Brunswick, N. J., who infused his knowledge and lo\: of the Arabian
people into ihe students under his instruction. The mission was organized
in 1589, and now has & force of three ordained missionaries—Rev. James
Cantine, Rev. S. M. Zwemer, and Rev. P. J. Zwemer—and one medical
missionary, Dr. J. T. Wyckoff. Three stations have been occupied in
Eastern Arabia, at Busrah, Bahrein Islands, and Muscat. Seven native
helpers are employed, and the work is carried along the entire eastern coast
and rivers for eight hundred miles.

3. A Mission to the Bedouins in the vicinity of Mount Sinai has recently
been undertaken by the North Africa Mission. A young German, who
offered himself for work among these wild warriors of the desert, found
his inspiration in the life of Xeith Falconer. Thus at last there is a re-
vival of the prayer of Abraham : ¢‘ Oh that Ishmael might live before
thee !”

The Arabians are descended from Ishmacl, son of Abraham. They
number about eleven millions in Arabia, and are intelligent, generous, and
intensely religious. These traits have made them wonderful missionaries
of the religion of the sword, and, when they are converted, make them
noble missionaries of the cross.

The Outlook.—Especial hope is scen in large sales of Scriptures and
educational books and in the power of a medical missionary’s assistance.
These are messages that have flitted across the Arabian deserts : ¢ Things
are waking up in the Keith Falconer Mission ; take courage, the redemp-.
tion of Arabia is drawing near.”” ¢/ We" (the Arabian Mission) “‘ hear
;;othing but _good news from each other in these days.” ¢ One can hardly



