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Partially owinr to adverse citiicisins and partly to iiucred general in-
telli-ence in the Cliurcliconccrning missionariesa:nd their work in heatheti

la7s lage scdons uf the Churchi in Great Britain and some in Anierica,
have, bccrî ld lu nialze a p'atienît and thorougli investigatiou into existing
îueiods of mi.-,ionarv work and îlîcir resuits.

The We.-leyan Missionary Society was precipitatcd int an investigation
of mnission, ecntuomics and inissior resuits ini India. l'y thp, liasty and ex-
trcîinelv indi!zcrcet eicmsof a young inissionary, onlv one ve:tr ini tle
country, finding access bo the hioine public throughi an influential journal,
and fostcred and fendcd by its popular and vigorous editor. The resuit
,%as, the society was obl igged lu make investicaýtions into the charges against
IL for ahlowingr extravagant living oif its iiiss4ionaies, and for general ex-
penditure to wlicliresults wcrcnot cominensurate, whethcrjudgrcd ofin lieiez-
selves or l'y cornparison witlh res- 1*s acliieved iw othcers at lesm outlay. The
ill-fccling, and genieral critical attti.-1e of parties, cqually eager to, ascertain
wlîat waS iglàt, but working front. 'wlolly divergent points, did not place
lte scIcity in the lbest attitude, to, ascertain lie calinestjuclgnent, of those
wlîose lc.stimony -.as essenlial lu a tlîorouffl judicial investigation ; but iL
did result in die severcat test.ing, of a' l evidence rendercd in lie case, and
thxe discarding < veryîlîing tliat dia not stand tfliclry ordeal of a stiff
controversy. Wc think very good re.qults %verc olitained, but we cannot
disýcer that anyf.hinr. %vas clicited under luis Iiurning-gzl&s that might noi,
have bren better icachced by oier pirocesses Be titat as iL inay, flés %vas
one of tuie fornis in ivliieli answers. werc wrought ont to ci itilisni of a dam-
aginig nature to missions in generai and to tiose of tbis society in particular.

MLir London Missionarv Serietv was favorcd with a more peaceful mcthodl
of exainining its -.vnrk, anti of con!;idcring al] sui£rgesqtions llîat wcre inade comn-
iaonly public, Ly flic agritation of lte r:.issionarv cr11 -.. Tliey appointcd
a ipectial coinmitte of investigation on ail tlhese subjects of MetbodS, poi-
cies, and fields tif labor. Tlicv seurcd able inen to discuss &hese questions
iu formai memioranda. Tliey also invited nîlsalonaries- of recognized stand-
ing of thxe rnstproniinent and 'wideiy separated filid%. as China, India, axna
Madagasc£ar, to lcng-tlened interviews .vithlic h ec Commiltee.

The Frcc Cliurcli of Scifland sent an PU'c de]egatian 10 Inilia to examine
?.Il tiese que.stions of poliry- andi methods on tihe field. Thse Churci ci!
Scotiand 'Missinnarr Societyi instituted iriquiries bw carrespnndcnre witlî
cniinent laînen as weIl as nisoasespcCRalIY coiicrniiig odiicatioiial
inctlîods coniparcdl %vith evne istitltds of wr'rk.

We cannot foill<av lxes varinus iiivesti!gations in detail. Thcy shoint
convinire te Cliirrc t1iat ..ai!ssionarv socicties ar-e carcful to kecep their
,xdiolr w.'rk, on thp zinst approvcd plans, and are ready tu mukc any ad-
vance ixîuîvemernt liant rircîunistanees aud experieuce drîîîand aiîd justify.
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