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government wvas soniething new lu the science of polities,
soinethiiig neyer hceard of or ulever practiced before. Cer-
tain]y Mr. _Howc never advanced any sucli chainis. To hi i
the chief' recommendation of respouisible grovernuwienit wvas
that the idea wvas esseuitially British and for everything con-
nected wvith the British constitution it i8 well kiiown lio ha d
the most profonnd -, ai rationi. Indeed tho agitation for res-
ponsible govornument had begtiiin the upper provinces before
it wvas started in Nova Scotia and Neiv Brunswvick. Th e
provinces of Upper and Lower C~anada hiad beon iii a state so,
unsatisfactory both to the inhabitants of the comntry and the
B3ritish governu ment that Lord Purhain wvas delegaited by the
latter, as a special comîissioner to, inquire i.nto the nature
and extent of the abuses and the disorders prevalent and to,
suggest if possible some remedy. The folloxving is a state-
mietfrbm bis report: "It inay ftirly be saicl that the nat-
ural state of goveruiment in ail these colonies is that of col-
lision between the executive and thé' representatîve body.
In ail ot thern the adiniistration of public aflairs is habituai-
ly conflded to those wlio do flot co-operate harmoniously
with the popular branchl of thoc, legrisiature; and the goverui-
ment is constantly proposing measures wvhich the majority of
the Assenibly reject, andc i'efusing to ýassenit to bis wvhich.
thatt body lias passed. . Though occasional collisions
between the (Jrown iind the Huse of Comnions have occurred
iu this country siînce the establishment of our constitution,
they have been rare and transient.. .. ... When we ex-
amine into the systeni of government iu thede colonies it
would a.Imost seem as if the object of those by wvhorn it wvas
established bad been the combining of apparently popular
institutions with an u tter absence of ail efficient zontrol of the
people over their rulrs . .. .... However decidedly the As-
sembly rnighit condenin the policy of the grovernment, the
persons who had advised that policy retained their offices
and the power of giving bad advice."

There 'ere not wvaitiing able anil lçeen-si.ghted 'mon iii a'.l
the provinces to seize upon the iclea of responsible govern-
ment and work it into shape. Wha~t Baldwin and others did
lu the Catiadas, Wilmot and others in New~ Briuuiswickc, I-owe
and his co.reforniers imimediately undertook to do in XN'ova
Scotia. In this province thore wvas abundant opportunity for
retormation. The exocuitive and legislative councils combini-
ed in one, sat lu the upper chamber wvith closed dc>ors. The
oid counicil of twvelve inclnded such incongruous miaterials as
the Lord Bisbop of Nova Scotia and the Chief Justice of the
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