
CHRISTIAN EPITAPIIS OP

(c) Specimen of Paloeography: 91.
(Se Plate 1I1, 1.)

(E coemet. C!piacoe ; De Rossi, n. 2 1.)

.Dccesit (decessit) Serot ina pride (pridie) ICal. .Martias m (ensium)
X, dier(um) XX, Diocl(eticzno) Ç (VI) consule.

"'Sorotina departedl on the day before the Calends of March, (aged) ten
rnonthis, twenty days, in the sixth Consulship of Diocletian," i. e. February 29th,

,296 A. D.

(di) UJse of ID. M. by Christians: 92.
D- M-.

P . LII3EIIO VIXIT ANN N.V MENS
Y; III DIES R VIII IRANICIO
FAVSTO ET VIRIO GAL-

k (E coenA' De Rossi, n. 24.)
Diis .Afanibus. Pubio Liberio, vixit annos nuimero , menses

numero If, dies numero VIf. Recestit Anicio Fausio et Virio Gallo
(Consuli-bus).

"lTo the Gods the Manes. To Publins Liberlus. Hie lived years in number
five, inonths in number three, days ia number eight. Hie retired (from this
world) in the Consulship of Faustus and Virius Gallus, i. e. 298.A.D."

We have here an example of the use of the heathen formula D. M3.,
Dûs Manibus, in an epitaph that De Rossi and other soholars regard ns
Christian. I have notioed this anonialy in Part XI of mny "lNotes on
Latin Inscriptions found in Britain" (Canadian Journal, X. p. 95),
and nscribed it either to thoughtless use of the forai, pr8duced by
familiarity 'wit. it as the ordinary commencement of a sepuichral
inscription, or to the fact, that grave-stones were kept for sale wih
these letterE out on them, and were purchased by Christians without
consideration of their appropriateness. Fabretti insists that these letters
*when they occur in a Christian epitaph, stand for Deo Ztaçjno, or Deo
.MUaximo; but there is no doubt that bis opinion is erroneous, for the
form. is found, ia at leat one such inscription, in extenso, i, o. Dius
Manibus. Sec Orelli, n. 4458=4723, and compare Maitland, IlChurcli
i the Catacombs," pp. 59, 60, 61, who regards this inscription to

Liber jus as ' almoat certainly Pagan?' The same view of it is taken by
Roestel. I incline, however, to the belief that it is Christian. My
reasons are that it was found ini one o? the Catacombs, that the atoue
was not brokenl, and that we find in the inscription the letter R used


