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bo'served by them. Thoy replomished the common stock-purse of
the' olden timo, whase knowicdpo was dealt out in proverbial ex

pressions.  “L'licso current coins of autiquity were faconio, expres.
sive, brief, quaint, casily comprehended, remembered, aud applied.
*Tig ano of these ancient cnins, these proverbs, whose homeliness
interdicts eriliciam, that furnishes the text for this hour, dunng
the remainder of which T shall eall vour otiention, )

1. 'P'o the ferms of ny text, and the ¢ruth couched under it.

I, ‘T'o sowmo pluin #Hlustrations of tlis troth, beuring on our
specific ductrine.

1st. Astothe terms,  Against-any minu'cordetaifed explana.
tion of the terms in my text, the proverbml designation of our
commom country exelsins : Isit not ¥ the Lond of Cukes 7 1
may, however, remind you of tho very charuglenstie simplicity of
ancicent oriental d mmestic economy, as witnessed by Gen. xviit. 6.
* Abrahum husted into the tent unto Surah, und said, muke ready
quickly three measures of fino meal, knead it, and moke eakes
upon the hearth.  Laek, ton, into Kings xix. 6, ** Eljuh looked
and behold a cuke baken on tho couls, und @ cruse of water ut
his head”  Simple was the appetite, s-mple the food, and simple
the caokery! Inloxicating “drinks cume not into the bill of fare,
though in the strength of that meal, the prophel was to travel for
furty days and forty nighte, and it was furmshed by Hun who huth
said, “ As thy day, 'so shull thy strenprth be”  You may thus sce
the meaung of this proverb. ~ A cuke st be turned again and
agruin, that sc it may be properly fired und fitted for the cater.
If it be unturned, ene side may be ready for the month, while the
other is soft, raw, doughy, und disagreeable.  Flow opposite the
judgment furnished by inspection of the two sides? how very in-
consistent with cach ather! palatable the one, but how contrary
the other! Now, whe knowsnot that thigs scenare the symbols
of things not scen, and that the sensations of tho body are, by
simple nud natural tvansfer, adopted as the signs of the mnd,
wills its judgments, and feelings, and verdicts 7

Plaiu and casily read, therefore, is the doctrine of mytext, and
it is this,—* Ephraiin is sclfinconsstent. Of his churucter and
canduct, part is secmly, good, and profituble ; part 18 unbecomng,
bad, and injurious; et the fire, the suitable treatment, training,
and nflacuee, which has been upphed to the one, the good por.
tion of Jus character, be estended to the other portion of it or
such wifl be the churacter, us u whole, that [ cannot find u ore
simple, expressive, intelligible, easily applicd und brought home
charucterislic of Ephraim, than that of the text, * Ephraim is u
cuke not turned.”

Now, to whem does the Holy Spint append this characteris.
tic? Isit to the uboriginal hicathens? Noj but to a tribe of
Lsru(l—God's own Israci—to Ephraim—a nughty tribe—a tribe
(Gen. xlwii. 19) preferred to Munus eh. '

1t 1s truc my textss in the Old Testament. The peculiaritics
of Old und New T'estument cuses way differ, but the sprrit, the
great luw is under both dispensations the same, and it 18 this—
Even in God’s own people; the distngushed among them, in
muny respeets, fur excelience, there may be such inconsistencies,
as 1 “a cake not turned ' aud thesc mconsistencies are observ.
ed by God, condemucd by God, and eoudemned especially in his
own people, that they may hear the condemnut on, renounce the
charucter and pracuices condemned, and so cscape fromn the sin,
disgrace, and perdition.

[ this characteristic and its application there aro many de.
partments,  Omitting, at present, other wstances, I am to select
some specimens of the ¢ cake not turned,” bearing on our pre.
sent mecting, that it may be turncd ; und let all to whom thcese
apply, sce that 1t be forthwith turned.  And, mind the instances
arc ull to be drawn from aunong the Ephruinntes, Isruclites, or,
if you prefer 2 more modern term, Christians.  Note, I pray youy
this clesnent und its imporstance.  Observe, then, I am not called
to discuss the muterial of the cake; 1t may be, like Sarah’s refer.
red 1o, kneaded out of threc mcusures of fine meal; in other
words, I am not called to enter on the question,—is he who uscs
intoxicating drinks, Christian or no ? clect or no? can lie, though
he do so, get to heaven ornn?  But T um to consider and exposc
the present inconsistency of those that are allowed by others, and
by themselvcs, to be Christians. 1 gront the cukes are good, very
goad, 1 only say that they need to be turned.  Isitasked who are
they thut stand in nced 7 I answer,

1st, The Chrstiun who is indolent or apatkelic as to any
£00d 1hing or cause, ** ig @ cake not turned”

Is not the Chustian one who has avowed Christ 2- his master
and lord ; and has He not said, * No' man can se.ve two mas.
terw? ¢ He thut is not with me is against mc” Has he not
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vowed hirsubjection to this faw of Christ 7 and it is perfecet, and
pronounces him that hus offended in ons pomt to bo guikty of
all.* Docs ho not own that Thrist has left him an ¢xumple, dnd
he knows that He went abnut doing gaed, ond counle:] it his
meat to dv his Father's will”™ Docs he not ray thut the epis.
tle to the Landiccans was writicn for his learning, * 1 would thoy
wert cold or hot, so then, because thau art lukewarm, and uejther
cold nor hot, I will epue thee aut of my month #  Docs he not
confess at the throne of gruce that he hus not attained, nor is al.
ready perfect 7 does he not stbscribe to the exhortation, Lot
ug lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so casily besct
us, and let us run with perseverancs the race sct before us?
Well, in all this he proceeds as becomes Ephraim.  This is only
the_one side, let us fook ut the other. Though diligent in the
businces of this world, and lsbouring for the meat that perisheth,
does he disesteem as light frod that which endurcth 10 everlasting
lit? D es he place last the kingdom of Gad and his rightcous.
news, piving to the ** ather things” u prior cliim?  While others
around liim are muking u derp inerest in the matfers of God, and
the benefit of their fellow.men, does he care hittle for these things?
While socii tieg for gaod purposes are happily rising around vﬁ;,
docs his eaution keep him aloof from them 7 does he conten him.
self with giving ¢ ~to the efforis of others'in what s gond and
jrofitable to men—the ubolition of sl.very, the spread of lbeny,
the cxtension of cdueatinm, the purifiention of the chureh, the pro.
gress of sobricty, and with paying an occasional barren nssent 1o
their iinportance ?  Ts his utmost flight a hollaw panegync on
their ardour, and a gladtess at their success, who huve clevated
thomse ves to such lubeurs of love, while he tukes no purt in their
activitics, pleads ignorance of their constitution or detuils or fruife,
and at times augurs thewr dissolution 7 Yea, after years have
cluzped, nud by -heir fruits they have been gested, do you find him
cquully inactive, uninfurmed, and undecided?  Does not the eno
partion of his charucter argue wocful inconsistency with theother?
‘s not this a cake not turned ? how much does he necd to be
turned'!

We can only give the heads of the rest of this able discoune
with a few extracts.

2d, The Christian who is not among the first to adopt and
encourage every good work and scheme, is the Ephraum in the
text—"*« cakcnol turned.”

3d, The Christian who scruples to make, or does not delight
in making sacrifices inovder to benefit himself or others, is an.
other ezumple of my text—+ a cake not turned.”

4th, The Christian who pleads any custom or usage of earth
or of eny countr]y on it, though it be his own country, as a legal
antagonism of the Law of heaven, is the Ephraim of/ my text,—
* g cuke not turned.”

5th. The Christian who owne the social law of love, and en-
slavee, or coniributes 1o the (nslaving of his fellow-mnen, s the
Ephraim of my text,—* a cake not tuined.” -

Docs not every Chnistian reymce in the first great command.
ment, * Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with a'l thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all th
wind;" and in the second, which is like unto it, * Thou ehalt
love thy neighbour as thyself 7 He receives His word who says,
“ Walk in love as Christ ulso: walked.” He rcjuices in the golden
riile of his Lord, ** Whatsoever ye would that men do to yon, do
ye even so to them.” He reverences the apostolic injanction,
 Be dutiful, be courtcous ;™ * forbearing one another, and forgiv-
ing une another, as God, for ChrisU’s sake, hath forgiven you
How cerdially docs he join in the petition, “ Forgive us our (res-
passcs, as we forgive them that trespass against vs.”  With what
delight doth he swell the spiritual song, * Behoid "how guod and,
how pleasant for brethren to dwell together in unity, there God
commandeth the blessing, life for evermore.” In all this is he
right, does he manifest the spirit of Ephraim?  Well, look at the
other side of tho cake—of the character.  Daoes he traffie in thete
of woman born 7—docs he by statute proclaim them brutes, that
he may treat them as such?—docs he interdiat marriage, and
convert into onc wholesale brothel the district which is curded
with his rule 2—does he torture at his caprice them whom God
has made of one blood with himsclf 2—dnés ho sever spoyses,
parents, and children, uncaring what hearts may blecd, alf ‘of”
them more tender than his own ?—docs he, at his unhallowed
bidding, constitate them widows, fatherless, arphuns ; forgetting
Him who is their pledged avenger 7—docshe forbid them to cnter
tho house of God in his company, or to sit there in his sight -
does he pronounce them-worthy of death if -they ‘fearn to
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