T'ke Life of Gcorgc Buchanan.

Their gold his own. I3 this the secret why .

te pleases—he's humorous and witty 7
These are the reasons, but the chiclone is,
He pleases ull—1le does not please himscif.
“I'his Jearned person was cut off in the midst
ol his years, and we are told when dying, in un-
swer to the interrogatories of fnends who at-
tended him, he (..\pxcsscd his abhorrence of
popery.  His writings were so highly esteem-
cd in some of the co'lencs in Germany, that the
professors when they lad occasion to refer to
them, were wont to raise their right hand to
their cap in tokea of their veneration for the
author’s memory. Besides Turncbus, Bucha-
nan had other able coadjutors in the college of
Le Moine with whom he remained for several
years. ‘The political state of Europe was now
very threatening ; we find 1tmentlo1eJ that
the people of Geneva were so much alurmed,
that Calvin at this time had much work to fur-
tify their minds, and as Buchanan Wwas only a
literary person, and of principles not fitted to
recominend him to the favor of men in poawer,
he was doubtless more casily persuaded io
remove from one place to another, It appears
that the King of Portugal had lately founded
the niversity of Coimnbra, and invited Andrew
Goven mentioned above, to fill the office of
Principal, and to bring with him other icarned
men from France to occupy the Profussorships.
On the invitation of his friend Govea, Bucha-
nan accompanicd him into that kingdom in the
year 1547, 1leappears also to have had such
good hopes of the promising aspect of the field
before him, that e persuaded his brother Pat-
rick tojoin with them. So long as Govea
lived, the now professors scem to havc had no
reason to complain of the change they had
made. And doubtless to men ardent in the
love of learning, it was a source of much satis-
faction to reflect, that they were promoting cd-
ucution in a country where the people were
groping in darkness, but Govea died in the
year 1548, and after this event they were ex-
posed to the persecutions of the priesthood.
Three of them were imprisonced, and of these
Buchazan had drawn upon himself their special
resentment by the report which had reached
them of his pocm against the Franciscans. IHe
had eaten too, it wasalleged, flesh in Lent, and
he had said, what was doubiless true, that Au-
gustine favored the opinions which the church
of Rome condemned. Buchanan was now in
the power of the Inquisitors, and they had him
confined within the dark walls of their prison,
and without doubt he would have shared the
fate of many others who never came out again
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‘to*toll thi‘sad story of their suflerings. But
evil men who ‘would not be mﬂucm.cJ by bet-

AT AL
. t,(':f‘f"“f%:!. n’mﬂ"be‘restmmcd by fear. It wag
bom’iﬁmfs"" Jease; ~Buchanan had risen to

. grmt “distitiction! “Heiwas known by the lear-
ned, as well as anéblesand princes,—it would
not th¥rcfore have been wisc for the holy fu-
thets to have made any attempt upon his life.
They were induced therefore alter having har-
rassed him and themselves for a year and a hall,
to confine him for several months in a monas-
tery, to receive instruction from the monks.—
In the brief narrative drawn np byshis own pen,
he tells with admirable candor, that he found
these men, neither wicked nor inhumane but
wholly ignorant of religion. It is the province

fgemus to turn even untoward events to good
account—and our poet excluded from the soci-
ety of learned wits which he seems so much to
have enjoyed, and. immured in the gloom of a
monastery, is led to turn his mind to themes of”
ligher jmport than human learning, Notwith-
standing his farewell to the muses, it might be
truly said that the love of song was too dear to
him to be in carnest. The lyre was still his
joy, but instéad of using it on common themes,
he now wuncd it to sing the songs of Zion. It
was at this time lie commenced his Latin ver-
ston of the Psalins of David. It does not ap-
pear how far he went on with the work in his
confinement. Iis own wordsare gencral, it
was chiefly he says at this time, that he trans-
lated into various kinds, of verse the Psalms of
David. After a confinement of nearly two
years, the poet was released. The King of
Portugal scems {o have wished to retain him,.
that he might promote him to some station
worthy of his learning, but Buchanan longed to
beina country where men of his profession
were more highly valued, and where he should
be less under the power of the Jesuits, e
accordingly ecmbarked in a Candian vessel and
came to England, and here though he was as-
sured that a fit sitastion would readily be pro-
vided for hiny, he was bent on returning to that
country where he had spent so many of his
years, and where he had so many men of learn-
ing as his friends. e accordingly proceeded
to France and landed there in the beginning of
the year 1538. Doubtless it wasa pleasant
sight to the poet who had been tossed about
for two lung yearson a sca of troubles to sce
again the Gallic coast. There are few associ-
ations sv deep and lasting as those we receive
in the academic groves, and in converse with
men of learning and talent. DBuchanan doubt-

Iess under the influence of these, penned an ode



