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DOES BRITAIN OR. THE UNIT'ED

STATES HOLD THE FUTURE?

BY 1-IOWARD GLASSFORD.

ýjXC'TN these days of comi-
~a'-//' petitive forces anci

increasing social ad-
~f1~ vancement, t hl e

_____ struggyle for nation-
-ai supremacy lie-

come,ý a mionientous one. \Ve are
within the gatewtýay of a new~ era in
the w'orld's Z>history. The point on
whili Iigees the futuire of a large
proportion of the human race lias
probably been reaclied. At present
there are on this earthi txvo nighty
powers possessing- a preponderant
influence in its aifairs-Britain and
the UJnited States, both members of
the great Ang- -Saxon fainily.

The expansion of the United
States was the political phienoni-
enon of the nineteenth century,
andl this, too, at a tiîne m7hen " the
p)uise andl pace of the world were
being marvellously quickened."
Shie hiad lier flood-tide of prosperity,
iii the settlemnent of lier virgrin
tracts. That explains the secret of
an alniost unprecedcentedl develop-
nient. There w-as, as Carlyle put
it, "dra vast deal of land for a vers'
few people.'- Dr. Strong. iii dis-
cussing tllis situation in 1885, thus
expressed himnsclf :

" Th e rapid accumulationdo our w ealth,
our *comparative imnunity from the, con-
seqI. ýices of unscientific legisiation, our
financial elasticity, our high wvages, the
ggeneral iwelfare and contcntmient of tlie
people hîthierto, have aIl been due in very
large incasure to an abundance of cheap

lad.when the supply is exhaustcd we
shall enter upen a new erai, and .shall
more rapidly approximate Etiropean con-
ditions of life."

Thle circurnstances -which runade.
possible the abnornial expansion of
the United States no0 longyer existg.
Limîitation of area is now felt.
There lias beexi, in fact, anexas

tion of the public lands. A wvritcr
in the Qitarterly Journal of Econ-
omics: as far back as 1887, said:
"The golden time is past; our agri-

cultural land is gone; our timber
lands are fast going.

Alore recent statistical reports by
the United Statrs Government give
'Çurther accentv1 :î.'îi to this cond(i-
tion of affaiT- The fact that
nearly thc whlole of the valuable
portion of the public domain lias
alreadv been taken up eau hardly
fail to impose a check on immigra-
tion, as the prospect of landed
ownersliip is ahvays a powerful
incentive to the European peasantry
-a circumstance proveci by the
steady miovement of inconîing pop-
ulation towards the unsettled dis-
tricts of the WTest.

A brief inspection of the United
States census returus shows that
the percentage of increase in popui-
lation lias of late vears been gradui-
aly dimninishing. It xvas consider-
ablv less during the last two (lecades
respectivelv than in any previous
decade iii lier historv, wfvi the pos-
sible exception of the period be-
tween î86o and 1870, principally
due to, the effects of the Civil )AWar.
Ail tlîis is significant, and indicates,
paradoxical thoughi it seern. that thie
Anierican Republic is beginniingf to
siffer froni, what iii other countries
shie lias for a century ricljlv proflted
bv, territorial deficiencv. 'The timie
iav lie near Mien the press of numn-

bers -%vill nianifest itself thiere as it-
is riow doinz iu Euirope and iii Asia.

A w'ell-known Aniericani author,
referring to this subjectsays:- "Oiir
,vide domiain will soon cease to.pal-
liate popular discontent. because it
wvil1 soon lie hevond the reachi of thie
po -ir."- Evei niow the United
States lbas started an exodus of lier


