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The giceat corrective to these evils is the
truth of Christ faithfuiiy presented in the pul-
pit and in the pastoral visits of our ministers
and ciders, circulated in tracts and other
religious publications bioadcast through the
comimuniity, ani, though lastnfot least, illustrated
and enforced by the unanswcrable argument
of consistent Chirist-like life among ordinary
ininhers as wcll as office-bearers of the
Cliurch. More of thi., is what we especially
nced. For this let us lift up Christ, and, witb
-nuch searching of hieart, invite the Spirit's
power. 0f revival within the Churcli, and
conquests among the careless without, the
reports do flot mention anything very promi-
nent or extended this year. Much blessing bas
bcen quietly enjoyed by a large number of our
congregations. Faithful pastors have con-
tinued tu sow the seed diligently and to water
it, often with tears, and God bas nlot failed to
gitethe increase. There is amongst us much
of the spirit and experience exýýpressed by one
session as follows: "If increased attendance
upon the rneais, of Grace, and a large accession
to, the menibership of the Church arc evidences
of a revival, then we have had it. But if any-
thingy of a scnsational or exciting charactcr is
sought, then w'e hiad nonc." The sentiment is
sfar healthy and commcndable. But if mieant
to exaît quictude as cverything, and pass
unqualifled reflection on ail] excitement in
rel',gious life anid workit would bc erroneous
and unwise. E qually sound arc the sentimà-e nts
of two Presbytcrial rcports, whili say :"Let
our mninisters, cidcrs and mernbcrs generally
seck to bc rci%cd thcmrsclves. Lct ail look
for greater resuits from the ordinary mneans of
g-race, and let God's pcople rcalize that the
normial state of the Chui-cl of Christ should bc
a 5tate of revival." "Let the ordinary mens
bc u-cd, as oftcn as possi ble, ith extraordinary

thi~neand ur-gcncy and there ivill bc more of
rci I"This remark is borne out by the

checring testimony ,iven us of seasons of
aiakcenin- andi spiritual poiver bcing voucb-
bafed in a goodly number af congregations and
co)mmunities. In the Prcsbyteries of Glen-
garry, Brockville, Halifax, Prince Edwvard
Ibland, Whitby, Toronto and others, special
cvaniclistic services have been hield with more
or lessniarked results. It must be acause of
hl-idncss to ail ivho love the Gospel and
Kingdorn of our Lord tu see the soldiers of
Christ, in response to a sounid of a going in
the tops of the trees, arise and gird themnselves
for battle, wvbile the associatcs of the closet
besie-e the thronc of -race %vith even more
than %vonted intensitv, to hear the shoutings of
victory. These things give joy in the churcli
bedoi%, as they do iii prcscnce of the angels
above. Let us remnember for our instruction
that it was, "So soon as Zion travailed, she
broualit forth. childrcn." "Prove me now
hercwithi saith tic Lord, &C." While recog-

nizing with niuch satisfacticn and grat tudc to
God, the large measure of life and zeal and
progress prevailing throughout the cburch, we
niay in closing give place to the words of one
of the reports: -"Of revival fewv, indeed scarce
any, noteworthy evidences are nientioncd
among us ;.and what is also to be regrcttcd,
few expressions ot any great concerii for its
absence non', or desirc and hope for uofuture.
The Assembly's question on this point sug-,e-,ts
a responsibility on our part, whicls we %votild
do wcll as office-bearers in the Church of Clri ýt
solemnly tu ponder. Do wve appreciate i1ic
imnportance of revival as one of the n-ost pr -
cious of covenant promises to the Church of
the latter day? Wbat are we doing, or 'vhat
are we leaving undone that wc ougbr to do, to,
gain the blessing ? Or wvhat are we doîn-, it
may be of equal importance to ask, tu hindi-r
its advent among us ? Let us carilestly, seck
froin God greater faithfulness to the trtt
committed to us, greater wisdoîn in planning,
and zeal in cxecuting wvhatever He may prompt
us tu undertake for the furtherance of bis
cause."

In conclusion, your Comniitee wvould te
their belief that the interest taken in the sub-
ject of the condition and the advancenîent of
religious life and work among us is on ttEe
increase. The recommiendations of the As-
sembly on the subject are receiving mnuch
attention, %'ith good resuits. In many cases
the subject is broughit before the people from
the pulpit by reading the questions issuied by
the Assembly and the reports preparcd by the
session, or the l>rtsbyterv. in sonie cases
these are printed for circuilation. Altogether
theyear's report contains, with much to deplore.
a great deal tu cause us tir -thank Goci and
take courage." "He bath, not been unînindful
of us, and He will bless us yet more and

XVl'.l ith the hope of furthering ibis wve
submit the following

RECOMMENDATIONS :-L. That a pastoral
letter on the subject of Fami]y RZeligÎ,ion and of
the Congregational Plrayer.NMeeting-s be issued
by the Moderator of ibis Assenbly, to bc rend
by ail Ministers and Nlissionaries te their
congregations upon the flrst Sabbath of
October, or such time as may be deenied most
suitable.

11. That the same day be observed as a day
of humiliation before God, confession of past
short comings and ur itedl prayer fo)r the re-
vival of bis %vork among us, and to this end,
for an alundant baptism of the Holy Gliost
upon Ministers and people alike.

ill. That ministers and eiders bc enjoined
to deal faithfully and kindly wvith hicadi of
families neglecting the important dutics of
family religion.

IV. That instruction be given to the Com-
mittee on the State of Religion (te be hereafter
appointed) to talce into consideration and
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