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more alive to their duty , neyer, as attested mente to sEcure the presexîce of speaker,
alJkt b~y the reports ot oui Cate chists,-by [roma a distance. presuiiuably on tie pî-îno'î
the linîtucial returns.-andi by the observa- jp le that the announicenient of' their tîaule.1i
tion of membs.rs ot' Presbytery, was there a would "draiv" crowded houses. But althloughi
keener desire to secure regular services. they fiiled to induce any of the nîiagnetts to
What chilis, If' it does not absolutely kili oui' cross the line ot forty tive. nevertheless there
ellorts is, that, during the winter months. was a goI at-rayof native talent on the plat-
when tlie people ar-e, on the whole, most ac' forui:, the .peaking was very good., inleel.
cessible. the other denominations ar-e husy, 1and although the attenulance was not quile so
and often gather the harve4t frout the la- ilarge as last year there were fair- audiences
bout-s of oui' Catechists, who, the while. are. eachi eveEing, and mucli iuterest %và., mai-
at college. Tlhus, our work i.s a perpetytal fèsted by those present. in thse statýmuents
labour of :Sisyvîhus. It i@, no doubt, gratifv- that, ivere =a<le. - Fair audiienices" did we
ing that-aidîîîons are made to any brandi of Sa sà? Yes, but te be strictly hionest we mu-st
the Christian ('hurch :but assuredly, Oui' add.I-'r Xwicfreul. 'lie people of this great
present sporadic systeni does not bear mnuch: and ftouxishing city, with its seventeen or
fruit anxong us, as regards the extension anti eigthteen Preshy teriait chiurehes have not yet
consolidation of Presbyterianiam. oui' gen- i reachiet the point of enthusialsrn in regard
eral position ie. that, unleEs we succeed in to iiiissionîsry meetings. And Mon treal, in
se-curing ile services of a few ordlained men this respect. is like a gool inany other cittes
te assist us -n working oui', territorially, vast and towns Ilwlsere,'* as is souaetimes saixi,
fieldi, we are forceti. with whatever reluct-: l-there are so many other attractions." One
ance, te subasit that we simply cannot hope,' cf oui' Americais exchangEs savs that "-when
human ly speak ino. to make k -tisfactory pro- the muilieniiuna cornes, tile miasses of Society
gress. Each of oui' settled miisters has a Nvill probablv take as înuich interest in the
certain portion of our unsettled fieldi as- evang-elization ef' a nation or tribe, as it now
signed tohbis care, anti sucli time and atten- takes in a horse-tace : andi the Britishs par'-
tion as cati re spareti are devoted to the in- liainent will adjourn for somiething nobler
terests of the whole. But all this le, ai than a 'Teby' Our hope is that, even
least, only a malke-shift arrangemient, and before that Orne, intelligence and culture
does but stai-e cil the evil day when one vvihl discover that once in a whule, at least, it
portion after another of oui' field must, un- nay find as pleasant and profitable enter-
lees l-ahourers be secured, be, abandonied jment at the ntissionary meeting as at the
siniply because oui' better ciass ot'adherents theatre anti other fashionabie places cf re
ehaîl have lapseti into, these other denomin- sort. We have soute four thousand conmu-
ations, while manv are already tending to nicants la Montreal, and yet. we have te dia-
ward utter in(lifflerence. The mere fact of; racterize a gathering of four or live liundred
being subjected wo a heterogeneous teaching ,people as -"a fair audience " at a nisionary
lias of itself an evil, because an unsettling! meeting!
influence. A religion composed of alternate
layers of contreverey and of a spurlous re- HOME MISSIONS.
vivalism, cannot be expected ta prove a very MR. ,J. MURRAY SMITII, in the absence of
substantial basis for a healthy morality. - 1Mi'. David Motrice, tbrough indisposition,

Dtuing the past summner, the, Catechista'' cuidtecara h i8 etn n
retrnsattst hatwhre he eope'sintr-led off with a few well-chosen reniarks. Theest bas been arouseti, no difflculty is expe- work of Home Missions took precedence,

rienced in procuring money. We have, we he ad nti series of meetings, and rightly
thin, aplere sonto oncudetha me ofso. It ifls at the foundation of all Christianthe riight starnp wculd not be, left unsup- effort, and just in proportion as the Church

ferred, peuirli n ftegop e does its duty faithfully at home lias it reason
ferr ta.t o expect that the other departments of' its

wvork shaîl prosper. The work given the
1 Preabyterian Churci in Canada Wo do within
its own borders ws.s a great work, demnand-
ing its best efforts and our unîted and sus-
tained liberality. Muni of that work lies;

HE M(IXTRFAI, ANNIVERSARY MJsSIo-;ARY very near oui' own doors. In every congre-
-MEETINGS were ield in Erskine Church gation, and in aIl the Pre8byteriesl there is a
on the eveniage of the 22nd, 23rd and need of Christian effort. In those nearer

24th Noveniber. The subjents discussed on portions of the fieldi every one may find
the several eveninge were, as usual,-Hlome something to do. In regard to, the more dis-
Missions, Frenchi Evangelizatioa, and Foreign tant and the more destitute parts of the
Missions, respectively. Strenueus efforts ioountry, they would learn from aLliers of the
had been made by the coamnittee of a.rranmge- 1 vast fieldi opening up in the North-West Terri-


