(834

me good bat in vain. Having theé®n far fromme
the yoke of obedicnce, 1 gradually became insen-
sible to the voico of Religion, neglected the obser-
vance of any form of worship, and avgided as much
us possible the society of those who were anxious
formy welfare.  Hence, my friends, lalone am re-
sponsible for my past misconduct. Ungovernable
pride, a revengeful spirit, and disappoiuted ambition,
have been the fatal cause of my ruin, and I have
no reason to complain that when I left the fold
of the Good Sheplierd, my friends, neighbours and
brethren, should abandon ime. [t was only just
that when 1 had broken the vows of fidelity, which
I had pledged to the Lord of Heaven and earth, it
was only just, 1 say, that I shonld be 1egaided by
the people of God as one unclean and loathsome; as,
in fine, one struck by a fearful anathema. But, as
1 had sown so, by God's providence, I wasdestined
to reap the bitter fruitsof crime. I became indeed,
and in truth, a castaway. Determined to live with-
out constraint, and entirely regardless of the means
of grace, 1 laboured, indeed, and foolishly confiding
in my own strength, and taking a false view of my
twn resources, I flattered yself that the evil day
waould never coma.  But, my friends, woce to the
sinner ! the work of his hands sha'l perish. Thus
it was with me ; the hand of the Lord was heavy
upon me,%or rather the Alnighty became in my re-
gard asa wall of brass or adamant. He would not
permit that the feast of my works should prosper—
and then, humbled to the very dust, and reduced
to the lowest degree of misery, deserted by all ; be-
reft of those carthly goods in which T had trusted
as a never-failing resource ; brought down even to
the gates of the grave and surrounded by the sorrows
of death, and placed as it were on the brink of a
frightful precipice, can you "vonder (reflecting that
despair naturally arises from a long continnance in a
state of sin) that 1should have been tempted toery
out™ My sin is too great that I may deserve par-
don.” But at this trying hour, God, rich in mercy,
inspired akind Samaritan, in the person of a Cath-
olic priest, to come to my assistance. With gentle
words he bhid me hope for mercy ; he spoke of
Him, onc drop of whose precious blood is more
than sufficient to wash away the sins of the world-
he pointed to Mount Calvary and reminded me of
this consoling trath, that Jesus is the savionr of sin-
ners. My friends, I might perhaps have perished in
my sins had not this good priest to whomn, under

God, I am greatly indebted for my present happi-

nnss, interested himself for my soul’s welfare. He
would not leave his work unfinished ; he witnessed
the trivmph of grace over passion, and then accom-
panied me to my long forsaken hotae; he led the
trembling prodigal to his father’s house, and he saw
and can bear testimnny to the affectionate kinduess
with which [ was recoived by that good father, and
by my brethren, and by the community in general;

he heard how my superior sought to cheer my droc-
ping spirits and to encourage me in my good reso~
lutions by saying that «ll should be forgiven a-d
forgotien.

I caurot express my thankfulness to Almighty
Gad for his geoduiess tome. | am once more safo
within the Holy Ark or Church of Christ. T'o use
the words made use of by the church in the Office
of this Festival, I may say ¢ The winter is past,
yes ! the winter of sin and sorrow is at an end, the
flowers have appeared in our land ;” the consolations
of religion are onc2 more mine, and I feel an hum-
ble assuranee of obtaining mercy at my last hour,

Permit me, in conclusion, respectfully to remind
you that my conversion should prove a subject of
joy and instruction to others,—of joy, hecause a
brether was iost and is found, he was dead and
liveth; one-of iustruction, because from my example
you may learn the value of humility and the duty
of obeying those whom Almighty God has placed
over us and who watch as having to give an ac-
count of our souls. Obedience is better than sac-
rifice, and if by humb'e obedience we hf,come as
little children, we shall be really and truly great in
the sight of God, who humbles tie proud and de-
lights in exalting the lowly-minded, whose ambi-
tion is to secure His love, friendship, and protection,
and we shall all become truly happy, because the
truly humble seck Godalouc in all things. Finally,
I am fully aware of thenany and weighty obliga-
tious I have tp fulfil, and hope, with the blessing of
God, to satisly all in due time,—if time be allowed
me, and patience taken with me. Requesting &
share in your daily prayers to Almighty God, I
remain, vy dear friends, your affectionate servaut
in Jesus Christ,

Hexny Lewis Oxvrev.

APPROXIMATION OF HERESY TO THE
CHURCH.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TABLET.

Dear Sir—I know not whether as a convert, 1
am right to address you on a subject which was
wont in the days of my ignorance to strike my soul
with astonishment, and which probably was one of
the reasous of her submitting sooner to the guidance
of St. Peter—the approximation, or rather 1 should
say, the imitation of cvery sect initsinfancy tothe
Catholic Church. This truth, for such [ feel con-
straiued to ~all it, secemed to me so apparent that {
often marvelled how any conld deny the fact of
Rome bemmg the ¢ Mater Ecclesiarum™ and the
Sponsa Christi.”  TFor example of what 1T mean
(for Ishall give but a simple sketch, hoping ihat
your able correspondent, «'I', W. M., of Tours,”
will fill up the skeleton.) 1 should refer, first, to
the Laudean movement. Men at that time infatu-
ated with fanatic zeal, were wont fo exclaim that



