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Iy promived to the ithful, who perform she wupplications for
mercy and compassion to Ireland, and who approach the Sacra-
ments with the necessary faith and dispositions.-

Subjoined wo givo a translation of the lotter together with
which, in transmission to tho Archbishop of Dublin, it was
graciously accompanied :—

* Pope Puus the Ninth, to the Most Rev. Doctor Murray, Arch-
bishop of Dublin.

‘t Venerablo Brother.—Ifcalth and Apostolical DBonedic-
tion.

s+ It is sufficiently known to you, Venerable Brother, that the
present calamies of Ireland have filled our heart with
affliction, and cxcited our solicitude 1o relieve your suffering
country.

¢ Accompanying this letter you will receive a new proof of
oor affecton towardsthe Irish people, mna copyof e Bneyelical
Letter, addreesed te the entire Catholic world, appointing pray-
ers tv be everywhere poured forth fir the purpose of imploring
the Divime Assistance lor Ireland, and recommmending the Faith-
ful to contribute by their charitable doaations towards the
succour of the Irish people. “L'he intensity of your sufferings,
and our paternal feelings towards you, demanded so much at
out hands. :

¢ For your greater consolation we deem it right to add, that
we ourselves, especially in the oblation of the Divine Sacrifice,
will not fail most earnestly to implore God, who is rich in mer-
¢y, to lovk down from heaven, and to behold, and to visit be-
nignly his own vineyard, so that grief and@arrow might be suc-
ceeded in Ireland by gladness and joy ; and that circumstances
would bring about a favorable result to those measures which
her most serene Majesty the Queen had graciously designed for
the good of that Kingdom.  To effeet this purpose with fa-
cility, and without deluy, yon are aware, Venerahle Brother,
that nothing can be of greater advantage to your country than
that both Clergry and People should unite in " promoting public
concord, and striclly regulate their lives according 1o
the laws of our Lord Jesus Christ and of tae Catholic
Church.

* We know with certainty, that you Venerable Brother, and
the other Bishops of your Province, have hitherto used all dih-
genae in this matter, and we feel persuaded you will continue
to dn so for the future.

¢-In the meantime, we impart to yon most affectionately
from our heart, our Apostolical Benedicuon. X

¢ Given at Rome, at St. Mary Majnr’s, in the first year
of our ¢ antificate, on the 10th of April, ic the year of our

Lord 1847.
(Signed) “PlUS P. P. I1X.»

¢ Encyclical Letter of our Most Holy Father Pope Pius the Nenth
... 1o all Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, and Bishops .

—to implore Divine Assistance for tfo
Kiz.gdom of Ireland.

“POPE PIUS IX.

¢ Venerable Brethren.—Health and A
tion.

Being fully acquainted with the history of the Church, you
are well aware, Venerable Brethren, that the Sovereign Pon.
tiffs our Predecessors, have ut all times n anifested the tender-
est and most anxious salicitude towards 1h .e Cliristian nations
that in anywise stood in need of 2id. You ure equally wéll
aware, that this salutary and most laudable arxiety embraced
not mercly the spintual necessiues of such people, but, ex-
tended, besides, to the relicf of those public calamities where-
with they wercafilicted. Hereto the reeords uf ancient (1) and
modern times, as well as the recollections of our own aud
preceding ages bear ample witness.  But who should or ought
to be. more conspicuous in showing forth this paternal solicitade
towards every class of Christians who may require it, than
they whom Cathalic Faith proclaims to be the Fathersand teach-
ers of all Christians (2)—or to whom should the poople‘in their

postalical Beredic-

exlatnities more Mitarally fly, than to those who are appointed
the supremo Pastors of the Church——aud whom the experience
of all ages has proved to be inflamed with the charity of Christ
that hds pressed them? i

¢ Moved, thercfore, by the*generous examplq of tliose w.ho
have preceded us, though yielding at the same time to the dic-
tates of oir own inclination—as soon as we had been first a})-
prized that the Kingdom of Ireland had been suffering greatly
for, want of fuad, as well as for want of' means to procure i,
and that the people were oppressed with a frightful mass of dis-
case, which the famine had engendered, we touk every pains
without delay, 4s far as in our power, to come tothe aid of this
suffering people.  On which account in the City of Rome,
we appointed Public Prayers to be poured forth to Gud,and wo
exhorted the Clergy and the People of Rome, as well as all
those sojonrning at Rome, to contribute to the relief of the Irish
People.” Whercupon a sum of money (of which a part was
most cheerfully contributed by ourselves, and the remamder col-
lected at Rome,) was forwarded to our venerable Breihren,
the Archbishaps of Ircland, to be distributed according to the
exigencies of time and place, amongst their suffering fellow
coun{rymen. . . 3

¢ But we have letely received, and daily still receive, such
letters and accounts from Irelund, not only announcing the con-
tinuance of these calamities, but their frightful and alarming in-
crease, that our heart has been afflicted with unapqakable anef
and our exortions imperatively called for, again to affurd
them assistance, And in effect what exextions could be too
areat towards the succour of this natien, now labouring undes
such distress,when wa yemember and know,how great and last-
ing has ever heen the reverence of the Irish Clergy and Peoplo
towards the Holy See—how conspicuous their constancy during
times of greatest difiiculty, in professing the Catholic religion-—
how untiring the zeal und labours of the Irish Clergy in pro-
pagating the Cathulic religion, even in the most distant parts of
the world—and with that religious devotion and ardent piety
the Irish People even in our humble person revere al}d veneraio
Saint Peter, whose dignity, (1o use the words of 'the Great
Saint Leo,) does not fail, even in his unworthy succes-
sor. (3 - . -

s \Vhlrefore, having maturely considered this 3sficting
case, and having conferred with some of our Venerable Bre
thren, the Cardinals, thereupon we have resolyed, ‘v'cnefa-
ble Brethren, to forward you this letter, and 1o unitc with
you in best providing against the calamities of the Insn
nation.

% On which acconut we recommend, that in the diocesses or
districts under your eontronl, you should appoint thiree days for
Public "Prayers, in Churches or other holy plices (as'had been
done in. Rome) whereon the Father uf Mercies would be sought
to avert this dreadful calamity from Ireland ag well as (rom ihe °
rest of Europe.  And that this may be the more cheerfolly and
the more advantageously ciiveted, we hereby grant an Indul-
gence of seven years to all those who will have been present at
these Prayers even once : but to those who will have attended
on cach of the three days, and within that week devoutly
receive the Holy Sacrament of Penance, and the Fucharist,
we, impart, in virtue of our Apostolical authority, a Pynary
Indulgence ‘

‘* At the same time that we recommend yon, Venerable Bre-
thren, to exercise vour charity in exhorting your several flochs
to contuibutie 1owards the relief of the lrish people, we feel per-
suaded that you have o need to learn from us the power or
efficacy of alms deeds, in obtaining from God the blessings of
His merey. You have, in the writings of the Holy Fathers of
the Church, and panicularly in the Sermons of St. Leo (4) the
Great, many learned and well timed eulogies on the wvirtuo
of alms-deeds.  You are, bestdes, aware of the celebrated lei-
ter (5) of St. Cyprian Martyr, Bishop of Carthage, written to
the Bishops of Numidia, and containing 2 splendid testimany of
tho stngular zeal of his faithful people, who centributed largelv
{towards the xelief of their indigent Chmistian brethren. You

may, in ke manper, remember the leuer of St. Ambrose,
{

Bishop of Milan, (6) to St. Constantius,” Bishop, in which
ho writess~-that the advargega of viches should not consist 1z



