210

Tie Cross.

to comment on your admirable words.
Conscioas of his inability, he undertakes '
it purely for the purpose of enkindling
within himself, and others, the bright
flame of the love of that Jesus who re-
posed within vour sacred womb when
you spoke.
employed in the sweet task of proclaim-
ing rour glovice, His pen will ever
describe your viriues ond your crowns;

and bis heart, in imitation of yours, -
shall always endeavour to beat in res-

ponse to the heart of Jesvs. Deign
then to favour bhim with your patrom're
in the prosecution of hig pleasing task.

The Evangelist records, that when

the Mother of our Redeemer was in—.

formed by the henvenly messenger,
Gabriel, that her relation Lu/.zboth,
was in the sixih month of hoy proanarey,
she arose with haste, and proereded
pay her a chariiibie visit. When she
entercd the house, and had saluted Lli-
zabeth, the Baptist leaped in hismo-
ther’s m)mb with ‘ov Al exuruiion.
Then it was that I“lizadeth addresscd
herin these romar Leble worls :
sed art thou &
sed is the fruit of thy won w‘) This
she exciaimed, ’:ah the vanzeiist,

with a loud voiee, aud filled with the’

Hol) Gliost. ind inrepiures of aslon-
ishment at dxc subiime Liomor which she !
received in this visli, she continned
W)th humility : % Whence istihis to me,

vat the Mother of my Lord should

'come tome? And L"‘<<C( art thou,
(&g she to the Vieoinl) tiat t‘: hast
believed, because {hose thinzs s half be |
acc(mo}mhcd, that wire spoxen to thee
by the Loré ™ Cn! whit a happy
meeting and salutation were these, “be- |
twWaeh the Mother of the Baptxst and
thé 3¥othertof the Redeemer? The
sichest tréasures of heavén and eamy
oreh met together, On the vne side, !

His tongue shalt be ever'

¢ Bles-
mon«.\:t woemen, and bles-

"\Iary, the fairest of the daughters of
Eve, replenishea with grace, and filled
with the Author of all grace, the delight
and joy of the arehangel and seraph j
and on the other, the pious and rever-

; end Elizabeth, bearing within her, the

greatest amongst the born of - wemeny

“the prophet and more than & prophet ;

the forernnner of salvation, the herald

"of Jesus Christ, the irumpet of penance

on the banks of the Jordan! What eharity

and projound ’numiiiz) are ebservable

‘on both sides! Mary, though raised

te the august u*'"nl} of Mother of God,

no sooner hears that Erizabeth has con-
ceived, throuzgh the interposition of hea-
ven, than she 1y cm.ed on the wings
of eharity {o the hilly eountry ofJudma,
and without waiting for Iilizabeth to

“a rhlrx.\s ber, makes herself the Jrst sa-

Iutation.  Trely it was matter of aston-

is ,.mo,}t o an.wcz’n to tud that the

Slviner of tuc weria’s Redeomer shouid

eonse so low a ‘ourney Lo visit so ab-

scure a pmson. Lut was she elevated
or puded up with pride at the honor
which she received > By no means.—

Wizh 2 humility corresponding to that

of the lowly handipaid of heaven, she

“exciaimed in almiration : Whenee is

thisto me? Isit possible} am so high-

iy favored 2 Vheneg i3 this to me?
What have I donz todeserveit? What
me vleased the Most Iigh, that he
should inspite the Mother of my Lord
to visitme > ¢ Fer as soon as the veice

[ of thy saluiation sounded in my ears,

!ihe :mmt leaped with exuitation in my
worhh 3= Szahow the Baptist exulted
with jov in Lis mother’s w omb, at tae

lanprmch of the Saviour. And why
should e be astonished that he was

#dms prevented with grace—that even

‘m his'endbtvo he breathed all the frag-

i rantt 6f'h fEftblown CLower ? Oaght‘

i

' we not rather by amazed, that all crea-



