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resident ministers as that no part of the ser. | 1858.  Thirdly, the period of ingathering,

vice but the addrese and a short prayer just
before it fell to me.  T'be large attendance
at all these services, especially those held in
the evenings, has been a matter of congratu-
lation and surprise. At Paisley, the ‘arge
town ball, erected as & memorial to Guorge
Clark, Nsq., of spool-cotton-thread fame, and
holding 2,500, was hiterally packed ; and at
Glasgow, St. Audrews, bolding from iive
thousand to six thousamd, was sin ilarly
crowded. Instead of coming across the sea
to kindle a nnssionary revival, the flame was
found already burning, and needing only the
fuel of facts, and the fanning of the breath of
the Spirit of God, to become a consuming
fire. Could all this intelligent and aroused
enthusiasm be effectually applied to action,
the whole machinery of missions would move
with greatly increased rapidity and efti-
cienoy.

We think we see some signs of greatly in-
creased giving. These meetings have nnt
been with immediate reference to raising
money, and no collections have been taken
except for current local expenses. But from
time to time voluntary offerings have been
gent in tome, by those whose hearts the
Lord has touched, and some of them have
been very significant, because the fruit of
evident self-sacrifice. In some instances the
facts attending such gifts havebecome known
tome. Oneladysold a bracelet and sent
the proceeds to be applied to missions. One
young mun took off a solid gold vest chain,
and another a diamond scarf-ring, abd en-
closed them to me. Others sent the price
of a pair of kid gloves, or a box of cigars, or
a concert ticket, or a package of Christmas
cards, or various other giatifications and in-
dulgences foregone for the sake of perishing.
What would be the result were only John
Howard’s maxim followed, that our “luxuries
should give way to the conveniences of the
roor; our conveniences to their necessities :
and even our necessities to their extremities!”
The nakedness of the indigent world might
be clothed from superfluous trimmings of the
vain. That will bea new era and epoch in
missions, when even our lucuries ave saeri-
ficed for the sake of supplyiig the gospel to
the world.

With this last day of the year we enter
upon the closing dec de of this century. Dr.
George Smth, of Edinburgh, the accom-
plished biographer of Cary, Duff and Wilson,
reckons the first century of modern missions
from 178S. He divides the century into
three periods = First, the period of prepar-
ation, when the ground was being broken
up and made ready for seed, from 1788 %o
1838. Secondly, the period of sowing, when
the seed was being scattercd, from 1838 to

when the harvest began, from 1858 till now.
1 have often thought uf a somewhat smiliar
division into perids of seven years cach
1. From 1788 to 1837, seven pericds of
reven years, the times of organization when
the great missionary agencies were forming,
2. The times of aguressive activity, when
the Church was pushing rapidiy. forward into
new fields, three periods of seven ) ears, frem
1837 to 185S. 'And 3.  The times of renliz-
ation of tesults, when both aggressive move-
ment and great success marked missions, the
plowman and reaper going side by side.
However *his be, we are now in the first
years of a second century of modern missions.
Never since Christ arose from the dead has
there Leen at once such magnificent oppor-
tunity and such inspiring enc.uragemnent,
No previous generation has had such facili-
ties and appliances for giving the gospel to
mankind as have we.  Divice Providence
bhas furnished us weapons for our war-
fare such as men in apostolic ages never
imagined. ‘The marvelous fables of the
Arabian Nights are eclipsed by the reai.
ities of printing press, steam engine, electric
telegraph, postal system, and all the Jother
helps which are now challenging the church
to use air, earth and water in her great mis-
sion to the race of man. No man can show
a sensible reason why within the next ten
years che Word ot God should not be pub-
lished throagbout the world. Thirty mil-
lious of Protestant disciples can evangelize
the world if each one will become respon
sible for fifty other souls. If one missionary
will go to the field out of every 300 Protes-
tant church members, we shall have 100,000
missionaries in. the foreign work, besides
native helpers that now ontnumber the mis-
sionary bundfive to one. If every such
church member could be led to conscerate
habitually and systematically to imissions,

fire cents « day, it would yield the enormens

sum of about 350,000,060 dollars yearly, or
one and a half million dollars aday ! Think
what could be donc in evangelizing the werld
if there were a band of 100,000 missionaries
sent out by Christiann  churches, with the
grand sum o. §550,000,000 a year to provide
for their support!

This decade ouyght to be the most gloiious
of all history in the pragress of the gospel.
But there must be new giving and new liv-
ing, more men and women sent to the front-
and more money and means furnished to the
work. Dr. Mcall writes that for sheer lack
of money he has bad te close thirteen of his
stations, at a time when every door is open
and every demand is for expansion rather
than retrenchment. The Church of God does
not respond to the providence of God as she




