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Business at Vancouver,.
Vancouver, Nov. 28.

Wholegalers complatn . that trade has
been very dull this week. Produce
men claim that as far as their business
ts concerned the winter. months are
bound to be dul]l, as it is then that
the market Is overstocked with goods,
while the demund is not relatively in-
creaseil There are now fifteen pro.
cuce commission houses doing business
in Vancouver, besldes the wholesalo
grocery firms, and just at present
there {3 not enough business to go
around. It is expected, however, that
the Christmas trade will improve
matters very materially. In the
dairy market good creamery is scarce
and jobbers are asking 24c¢ for small
lots and prophecy still' higher prices.
Eggs are extremely searce, fresh lala
retailing at 65 cents.  Cheese ls ad-
vancing; fruits and vegetables are
unchanged. A great deal of peudling
is st'll golng on in foond stuffs, and ic
i5 still rather early to reguiate prices.
Wholesalers report the flour and feed
business very dull.

Active bullding operations are still
in })rogrc&e. The weather is moist but
mijd, und it is likely that building wiil
continue all winter. Money is very
easy, Vietoria capitalists advancing
it readily at 6 per cent on risks that
would have been refused by many at
% per cent two years ago, So that
fatth In the future of Vancouver is
belug amply demonstrated.

Australian ahippers nre feeling the
markets with the idea of possibly lay-
ing down large consignments of but.
ter In British Calumbia this winter,
Lust wintor the Australian butter sold
well liere, but as the cost of shipping,
freezing, etc., ls about O cents a
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pound it 18 & question whether it can
e sold at profitable prices.

Although thero were only five bank-
Ing days last week the clearings at
Vancouver were $777.244, with Lal-
ances of $118,908. This beats the
record for Vancouver since the clear-
ing house was established here a few
weeks ago, \

Tie ‘Yrados and Xabor council of
YVancouver, has pagsed a long resolu-
tion deprecating the uction of the
Canadian Paciflc raflway In baving
Jocomotives runuing on the Paclilc di-
vision repaired at Wiun.peg—nhme.y
englnes 07 and 678, the former hav-
ing u new firo box put in at Winut-
peg, and the latter belog sent to Win-
nipeg to be repaired after an acch
dent, ’

British Columbia Salmon Pack.
The Commercial has obtained iutor-
views with s&everal cauunery men re-
garding the cannery industry. ‘°hoy
claim that with very few exceptions
the cauaers on the Fraser river came
out losers at the end of the season.
Although vhe short pack and scant
suppfies on hand Jjumped the price in
Europe of talis, from15 shillings and
¢ pence to 21 shilings, the pack was
only one-third as jarge as Jast year,
aggregating  about 825,000 cases
against over 1,000,000 cases last your.
Beslace this, although 1t I8 just us ex-
peusive to handle a small pack as a
vig one, the fishermen got from 10 to
o5 cents this year per lish from the
canners, and lust year from 6 to 10
cents pur Lish ouly.  The sockeyes, the
most narketable salmon, also cou-
tinueu to run after the seasol closed.
Although there are 35 cannerics on
the I'raser, the pack was only double
that hanudled by the few scattered cau-
nerles in the northern rivers, the Fras.
er river pack being approximately
200,000 cases and the northern pack
100,000, Added to this pack was the
fall canning amounting to_about 50,
000 cases of cohoes or white salmou.
Theso cohoes, however, are not mar.
ketablc i Logland, as vhe pink color of
the suckeyes are wore inviting for
table use.  The cohoes, however, have
n ready siale in Cauada, where the peo-
ple have been educated to the ldea
that afthough the colioe salwmon is
cheaper than the sockeye it Is equally
desirable as an edible fish. Agalo
the taste ol the English epicure is evi-
deuce? from the fact that wholesalers
in Europe will pay 24 shillings for a
case of flats or salmon packed ia shal-
tow tins, when they will only give 21
shillings for talls or narrower, deep
tins for the reason that the
fish looks Dbetter, when Jt s
taker out of the shallow caun.
Tho flats are barder to pack, and so
the canners must charge more. A few
cannerios on Yuget Sound pack more
than tho big string of canueries in
British Columbia, for the [ollowing
reasons: Traps agre used apd Yig
funnel-shaped nets stretolied complate-
ly acrose points in the track of the
salnmon, thus preventipg them from
continuing  thelr  trip to the
spawning grounds on the Fraser,
and trapping them ot the same time.
Then to protect the Canadian fisher-
men the Vominion goveriwent charge
half o cent a pound duty on f{resh
salmon to prevent these trappel fal-
mon heing purchased by the Fraser
river canners—-szimon that are really
the legitimate supply of the Cunad-
ian canners. 'The Tnited States fish-
ermen farther get the benefit of the
Fraser river hatcheries. Without
spending a cent to breed salmen for
the Fraser they get a share of the
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rosults of Canuada’s enterprise by cap-
turing the two-year-olus before they
can reach thelr spawning ground.

Puget sound canners at present are
wble to selt sheir fall pack In Mon.
trea! after paying the duty, at o
cents & caseé cheaper than the Fraser
rviver pack. .

The present govermment recently
suggested  further restrictions on
canners in favor of fishermen and to
proserve the tood supply of the LFrager
a8 long as possible, ‘Theso restric-
tions called torth such vigorous pro-
tests however tbat It is lkely they
will never become jaw. At pre:ent
the canuers a1e at loggerheaus with
the [fishermen. The 1ormer claim
that twenty licenses should be grans.
cd esch canhery by the government,
and che fishermen claim that ten }ic-
enses are quite sufficlent for vach van-
nery. The government at Ottawa, 10
matter what political power Is av the
heim, has apparently never been able
to falrly deal with the salmon can-
ning question {n British Columbis be-
cause they canunot understapd the
questlon at such 4 distaunce irom the
scene ol operatfons and vanuers here
strongly auvoeate appolnting govern-
ment commissioners here who can in-
telligentiy recommmend the government
from year to year what regulations
it s most desirable to enforce for the
benefit ot all coucerne.t and to check
the aggresgiveness of the unrestrictoa
United States canners,

Smuygling,

sSome of the Manitoba papers have
been discussing vhe question o. smug-
gling along the boundary in Southern
Manltova, A representative or The
Commercial recently interviewel a
numper o1 Soathern Manitoba merch-
ants, but they did not have much
complaint to make. In iact they
were generally averse to giving the
matter publicity, as they thought
that very iittle Injury was being done
and probably the Canadians were
greater gainers than losers thereby.
At some points along the boundary,
markets can be reached moro closery
on the Canadian side, and Dakota peo-
1le come to the Canadian towns and
sell grain and buy goods. In other
cases it is more convenient for a few
Canadian settlers to go to wowns in
Dakota. Differences in piices aie
also an  inducement, but tuken ali
around, the towns on this side of the
boundary gain more trade than they
lose by any little smuggllng going on.

Buy at Home.
country merchants can afford to sell
aad do sell most lines of staple goods
just us cheap as the blg eastern de-
partment &tores. On some iancy &
lines on which the profits are large,
the dupartment stores no doubt sell
cheaper. ‘Taken all around, The Com-
mercial has always contended that
consumers can buy to better aavant.
age trom the local merchant. Counting
vost ol express or mail charges, time 1n
writing away for goods, and tho dis-
sutistaction which often results from
buying au article before Inspecting it,
the odds are altogether in favor of the
loca: desler.

A Frine2 Albert merchant is proving
the assertion that there is no great
saving in price in sending away (rom
home foc goods, ln & very elfective
manner. Mv publishes in his advertise.
ment prices from the catalogue of vne
of the vig department stores, compar-
ed with bis own prices for the same
geods, ehowing In many cases that the
focal prices are lower than-the depart.
ment svore catalogue.



