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THE COMMERCIAL.

Our Wholesale Warehouses.

If thero wore any doubt as to the stability of
the wholesale trade of Winnipeg, that doubt
should be dispelled by an inspection of the
many fino warehouzes which have beon erected
in Winnipeg during tho last fow years. One
by one our wholesale houses have been leaving
the premises which did them good servico in
the pioncer days of wholesale business in this
city, and are finding now quarters in handsomo
pew warehouses, erccted for their special ro
quirements. The building may not in individ.
ual case be nn index to the coudition of the
business done therein, but in a general sense it
is. YWhen wo find our wholesalo houses one
after another moving juto large, new ware
hou :a, erected specially for their requirements,
we may safely conclude that the trade is pros.
perivg. In the retail trade buildings aro erect.
ed to some cxtent for show and advertisement.
In the wholesalo trade business is not depeand-
ent upon catch tiade, and tho location and ex-
ternal appearance of the building is not a mat
ter of so much importance, Notwithstanding
this, many of our new warehousesare handsome
structures exteron'ly; but they are buil< for the
accommodation of the business, and not for

great piles of wcighty goods which they are
obligecPto carry. The building is fitted with
a hoist which reaches overy floor, aund is
oporated by a five-hoyse-power electric motor,
Gas, water, furnace heating and all otker con-
veniunces aro at hand.

As stated, the buildiog is divided ioto two
parts, by o solid wall. Mackenzie, Powis &
Co. occupy tho corner portion, from basement
to top. This i 44 feet wide and of course the
full depth of the structure. On tho ground
floor light and aivy oflices have been fitted up
in tho front portion. The woodwork is in
British Celumbia fir, finished in oil, giving a
bright nud cheerful appearance. Intherear of
tho ground floor there is the entry oftice, for
checking goods going out and coming in; also
a large scales in a conveniont position susk in
the floor. The balance of the main or shippin
floor is taken up with stock, wainly ocaunc
goods. )

Descendirg from the main floor we enterwhat
is perhaps the lendin% fentuce of the buildiog,
namely: thesplendid basement or celiar. This
ia well lighted, and is as convenient in arrange
ment as any part of the building.  The base-
ment is divided iato two parts by across wall,
and in onc part are kept such goods as require
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show, and therefore the greater carc has been
given to their internal arrangement,

Oneo of the fineat of these now wholesale ware.
houses is that crected by Mackenzie, Powis &
Co., wholcsale grocers of thiscity. Thebinld-
ing bas been occupied by them for some months
past, but has not been previouely referred to in
this journal. Tho structure, a cut of which is
shown herowith, is situated on the coroer of
Second avenue and Third (Princess) strect
oorth. It isa massive brick and stone build.
ing, three stories and basement, having a front.
age of 66 fect on Third stfcct by 90 feet on
Secound avenue. In sppearanco the bailling is
a fino structure, but its groat feature isits
solidity. It has been specially designed for
streogth, having a massive atone wall from the
basemeat to the ground floor, and heavy brick
walls above, while a solid wall of mssonry
divides the block into yvo main divisions, from
thy ground up to the roof. This alds atrength
to tic sractore, as well as reduces the risk
from fitc. Besides this inside wall, there are
supports of massive oak all through the build-
ing, making it in poiot of strength equal to
apything in the city. Aoy of the flooraaro
atrong cnough to bear the atrain casily of the

an even and moderate tempeinture. Though
the building is probably frost proof throughout,
this part of the basementis warmed artifically
from the furnace, and thus kept at & cool but
even temperature in extremely cold weather.
Thus chcese, pickles and such good are safe
from changes of temperature.

On thesecond floor is the packicg room, for
puttiog up sundrics for shipment ; also a bond-
cd room for tohacco. This floor is largely taksn
up with tho stock of teas.  The third floor is
ﬁr!od with light:r gocds, such as butter tubs
aad other woodenware, sundries, ctc.

The other division of the block is occupied by
the Ames, Holden Ce., whelesnle boots and
shoes.  1'he front portion of tho main floor is
fille¢ op with the general business office, private
room of Mr. Redmond, manager, and sample
roomn. The basemest is fillead with Granby
rubbers aad overshoos, which manufactures are
handled by tho company. Tho sccond floor is
taken up with tho stock of moccasinsand light-
cr boots and shoo stock, whilo tho third flooris
devoted to heavier leather goods, such as men’s
long boots, ete.  The stock is alits minioum
at this scaton, but Mr. Lecathorn, who has

chargo of the warchoutze, says it was packed

from top to bottom during shipping season,

Tho part of tho block ocoupied by the Ames,
Holden Co. has all the convenionces and com-
forts of the other portion, such as water, gas,
furnnce heating, olevator, etc. The buildin
altogethor is a credit to the wholosale trade o
the city, and to tho proprictors, Mackenzio,
Powis & Co,

Northwes% Ontario,

Robert Wooad, jeweller, has resum:d business
at Port Artbur.

W. & C. Bishop, grocers, Port Arthur, have
assivoed in trust.

Joseph Brimson, fish dealor, Port Arthur,
has sold out to \WWm. Robinton,

The Rat Portage reduction works are adver-
tised to bo sold under mortgage.

Dick, Binning & Co. have ordered a No. 2
improved band saw mill from tho Waterous
Engine Works Co., of B-antford, Qat., through
the Wianipeg branch, for their mill at Keewa.
tin. They intend discarding the circular saw,
and replacing it with a new band saw mill,

The Rabbit Mountain silver miae, of the
Thunder Bay district, which has been for
many years the property of St. Paul and Mil.
waukes men, has been bought by the Wielands
and some others of Duluth, says the Jerald of
that city. The mine has somo §25,000 worth
of machinery and hasastamp mmll ready to
operate, and has already been started by the
new ownere, who will operate it all this win.
ter.

Freight Rates and Traffic Matters,

The Chicag» Daily Trade Bulletin of Nov. 28,
says: Thire was continued reports of o scar-
c¢ity of cara in the Northwest, but the Western
roads wero fairly supplied. Tho castern roads
are also working easitr.  Rates to New York
were steady at 25¢ per 100 pounds for flour
acd graio, and 30c on provisions. Through
rates to Liverpool were dull and lower owing
to tho light demand aad the increased offerings
of ocean vessel room. Rartes on floor were 353
to 353¢; wheat 15¢ par bu ; corn 144c, and pro-
visions at 403 tu 443c per 100 pounds. The
season of lake navigation is about over, and the
Isko lines aro not anxious to take through lake
and rail freight. The rates were nominally the
same us for several weeks past at. 83 to 9e for
wheat, and S3c¢ for corn to New York, with
Philadelphia and Baltimoro ic less, The lake
and cacal business is ahout over for the scason,
and zhippers were slow to send gra’n that way,
there being ro certainty of it getting through.
The demand for vessel room to Joad for Buﬁ%.lo
and other ecastern ports was moderate, and the
supply of boats ample, so that a reduction of
{c had to bo mado in 1ates to Buffalo, charters
being at 23c for wheat and 2c for corn. At
this rato some of the owners of large boats pre.
ferred to lay them up rather thau ron the risk
of the unfavorable weather.”

—_————

British Grain Trade.

Mark Lane Express of Nov. 28th, in its
weekly roview of the British grain trade, says:
English farmers are sclliog little wheat. They
refused to take under 28s. per ({nnrlcr of eight
bushely, ratber thsn accept a leas price, they
say they will feed their grain to their stock.
Thero has been an aversgo docline of 6d.  For-
cign wheat is continually arriviog, and this
pashes the atocks of foreign flours into the

sural markets. Minnctota flour has been offer-

ed in amall conuntry towns at a guinea & sack of
250 1bs. The present dopression is largely at.
tributed to excessive shipments from Califorsia.
Barley is Gd. lower. Oars and corn cach are
dowa 2d.

Tho premiscs of the Barnum wire and iron
works, Toronto Juaction, have passed into the
haunds of the Wrought Iron Rango company of
St. Louis, The new company will cstablish
largo stove works in conaection.




