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any seniblenco of mutilation or garbliiîg,
WC quote the article lu full.

"«Mr. Whiite, tle io îw Mîinistcr cf the
Intorior, oii bis ai-rival iii Winînipeg wa3
prcscnted with an address by th> Board
of Trade. Iii tlîis documnent the restric-
tion which prevcts newv railways run-
îîing soutli of tie Ganadian Pacifie to the
.Anierican frontier forms a subj'ct. of coin.
plaint; its exceptional nature la poiaitcd
out, and Maniitoba is rcpresentcd ces beiîîg
deprived cf riglits whicii belong te lier
under tho Britishî North Anicerican Act.
But IL la rot stated that 'Manitoba,
tiirougli its legisiature, conseiited ta the
restriction, and in order ta ebtain wlnt
alie niust have deeincd ta ho a greater
gooci. Gocd faitlî deciiands that ien-
wlîile the obligation bc obscrved by tie
contracting parties. It is net ta tho credit
of the Province that it lia repeatedly
passed railway charters in derogatioîi cf
its owiî hor. ilut tho Bloard cf TIrade
does, net propose any violent procedure,
aiid wo heartily agree with it in the hope
that it îîîay sean be possible te reinove a
restriction whîichi, considcred by itseif, is a
sericus disadvantage te Manitoba. But
we are net permitted to forget thiaï; witIî-
out this restriction, the Pacifie llailway
would net have becii undertaken by tlwe
syndicate on1 the ferais agreed uponi."

AîLer readug thîis pieco of comnîenda-
tien as te moeration in demnanda, every
meinher cf the WViinnipeg Board cf Trado
niust led flattered; the Pres-deîît inighît
leed tlîat lic nîicasurcd tîvo inches more
araund thte chiest, aîid tho Secretary
might bo excuscd if lie iiped i s nos(, ou
his coat cuti', and coiteîîced tue drafting
cf soilne freali petitions, bclicviiîg tlîat at
laubt lie had struck has natural sphere cf
uscfulness.

But unfortunately the lecture portion
of tho a-ticlein thc 11onelary l'i>ies dees
net tally Weil vith the facts cf the lat
five years political history. lIn tho fii-st
place tho Legisintureocf Mfanitoba noever
agreed, te waivc its- riglit ta charter rail-
ways ta tho international bouiidary uine
vithin the limits ai the original province;
and secendly thue Legisiaturo lias net
brokoen faiLl in the charters iL lias 3raiît-
cd, as tiiesci without exceptior were îîîeaut
te readli the boundary witlîin thiese orig-
inal limita. Furthermore ive ksioNw of no
agreemeat between the Domniion Gov-
qrament and the O.P.R. Company wlîicli
guarnatees te time latter any moncpoly
withia these original provincial limita,

aud wo believo tho kno-,ledgo of the Àlfon-
clary lTt>ies upon this sub*ject does neot
cxtend beyend aur awui. Thmis latter fart
can ho learned frein a porusai of tho Miin-
ister's reply te thc Board's potition; and
a vcry cursory glance at the proposcd
raoutes of the railways ehiartered by Man-
itoba and disîullowed by tlîe Doniîon
during tlio past four ycara will substan.
tiatc the dtatenient pre.ceding if,

\Vo have ne desire te wiîitowash the
pi-osent Governiî,.ut and Legislatureocf
2îManitoba, and wvo have vcry little faith
iii e wisdoin orlhoncstycf eilier. Thioro
is sudh a thuuîg, lîowever, as sianciering
Uic dcvil, and thc statcnuts cf tlîo Jone-
(«ry Times savor strongly af such an un-
nccssary and waliton prececding,,.

.As ta thie petition cf tmo Board cf
Trade, it nieroly asks for tue power ta
exorcise a righr, of whicii the Dominion
CGovernînoneit lias iîcvcr deiîied tho exis-
tenîce, but wlîich, lias beon wvitleld purely
as a inatter of poiicy. NV hother the exer-
cisc of tlîat riglit tîvo or thîrco years aga
wculd have blocked or deiayed thc cou-
struction of tlîe C.P.R. la net now a part
of oui- business, or for thiat maLter of Lue
business cf the .1!anciary ffinies. Tiie
concession is askcd for by the Board of
Trade now, wiîoî ne sucli danger exists,
the C.P.R. being practicaily coitiplAted to
tIme Pacifie Coast and around the nerth
shcre af Lake Superior, anîd the request
la oniy for a riglit, flho existence cf wlîich
lias noever been denicd, except by the
Mone<ary Timîes.

INS0LYENCIES OF LAST QUARTER.
IL cames oui' duty once more te take a

retrospective view ai tho record cf cein-
nuercial. inisiortune in the Nerthwest, aud
in iookilng back ai-ci tho quarter ecnei
September 30th, tue view is net se black
as ta shock us, but lias some hiepeful signs
about iL. Frain.statistics suppiied by flie
mercantile agency ai Messrs. Dîun, Wiînan
& Co., we iind tbat tue inselvencies which
accured during this peried number loeven
anîd tieir gross liabilities amoutit ta $1 27,-
603, wiîilo thicir estiimated agsets foot up
te ll09

A comparison af tue above ligures witii
tiiose ai tiie seconîd quarter of the year
give a hopeful, aiado te those now given.
Duiin- thé second quarter of Lha year wo
had sixteen failures with liabilities ai
$167,999 or four mrue insolvents, aud
$40,306 XnQTO liabilities than the past
quarter, \%Vhen, hewever, we compare

last qutrter's figures with tlîose of tho
saine quarter of 1884, tho comparison
stands against. ir thc tiiird quarter of
1884, vo hiad in the Northwcst only seveua
failures, witlî nggregate liabilities of $49,.
884. That quarter was undoubtcdly an
exceptiolnal one, as the one bofore it
showcd 17 failures with liabilities of $174,-
200. Yet tho first thrco quartera of 1885
slîoy quito an increasu ia aggregato lia-
bil«-ties over thosc of 1884, aithougli the
ni aber of insolvents differs but little.
The outlook liowever warrants in antici-
pating that hy tlîo'closeofa tho year aur
record wvill ho no darker than it vas in
1884.

The most striking feature of the in-
soivoncies of the past quarter is t'aeir
location. Usually tie nuniiber is divided
so as to show a nîajority otîtside of the
City af Winnipeg but this (tme WC bave
ta record nine failures in the city, and only
t.woin ail tho balinéof theNcrtîwesf. (0f
caurse the bulk af the failures ini the city
lias beeiî of concerns, the co!iapse af which
astonislied no , qrson, as they bave been
hanging sinco the depression af 1883.
B~ut the saine mi-lit be said af anc af the
tîvoin UîoŽ'-orthiwestoutside. But wemust
renicemiber that wchave hiad a rebellion
la the LZortliwest in 1885, and while sonie
districts miay have profited by the stir
caused tlierehy, others wc*re sufferers. The
city cf Win;nipeg was aniong the latter,
and wvas doubtiessa the heaviest sufferer af
al]. One fourth cf tic wholo field force
af the Northwest was drawn froam the city
and wvhen teainsters and aLliers employed
an transport îork is added, WVinnipeg had
during the rebellion over two tlîousand
men absent in service cf the Governaient,
which mueans that anc fi! th af tho entire
aduit population of the city, wcro away
froui it for four or five months during the
spring and suinuier, and the purchases ai
tiîat proportion cf the population trans-
ferred frira aur city retail merchauts ta
thoseocf towris and ,villages in the Narth-
west TerritNries. Only the retail mer-
chant cf this city know what a strain Up.
on tlîis elass this exodus caused, cspecially
as it fell upon the City after two years af
a stc-ady decreaso in population. The
wonder is that se few tmîdA-qî succumhed
under the pressure. But îz'îne have gone
under du ring the past quarter, and theae
have without exception been of the mer-
cantile class, the class 'whiciî had te 1 ia=
tho heaviest load of the rebellion. Uet us
hope that the closing quarter of 1885 will
supply a record cf misfortunes so light
that we will have ample proof in it af
aur having reachcd a state ai commercial
safety, such as no other portion of Canada
can i rov,


