THE OOMMEROIAL

IRON AND STEEL TRADE.

In their weekly review of the pig
|rﬂn trade Rogers, Brown & Co. say

“An Increasing number of blast lul-
naces are calling the turn on the ma

ket, and refusing to follow 1Ilr|hvr
the downward course of prices. They
will work out present contrac vhich

in some cases will re juire
three months to fill; then will blow
out if there is no improvement. There
are two things which these makers are
unwilling to do—one is to pile iron
at present cost of production. and
the other is to make It and sell at
a loss. While there is no attempt
at_concert of action in_ this policy,
and can be none, a considerable num-
ber of furnaces are committed to it,
and force of circumstances will com-
pel others. Meantime the prevailing
teeling as to decline seems to be one

of indifference. It is thought that
the sooner bed rock is reached, the
better for all concerns

“The volume of new orders is by

no means small. There Is some dim-
inution of melt noted among the foun-
dries, but in the main consumption is
running heavy, as is evidenced by the
fact that the big current output, 1,-
616,643 tons In Augu:  nd 82,000 tons
fron imported .. ‘thut month,
consumed except about 38,000
tons added to furnace stocks. It Is
estimated that stocks in huyv-rn yards
declined that much In August. So
that, for the present at least, con-
sumption and production are about
evenly balanced.

“Furnacemen feel s'mewhat sore
that they are called upon to stand
the brunt of the decline. Prices of
steel and other finished products are
well maintained, and foundries and
mills are prospering, while the pig
iron producer has taken off 30 per
cent, to 30 per cent,, Is selling at cost
and under, and is expected to make
still further concessions,

“The continued heavy Importations
cause wonder In the trade. About
200,000 tons of all kinds ot iron, steel,
scrap, ete., came in in August, a small
increase over July. Plg fron, how-
ever, druppl'd !rmn 42,000 to 32,000
tons. There can be but one possible
explannllxm, viz.: that these are
layed shipments on contracts plac
months ago. Except in one or two
specialties, llke ferro maganese and
low phosphorus pig, certain and heavy
loss would result from any purchase
of forelgn iron at present prices, Or-
dinary iron 1s worth more in England
or Germany to-day than it is at Ala-

ama  furnaces, and there is the
freight and $4 duty to scale. That
we continue to assimilate forelgn stuft
at a rate of 2,500,000 tons a year, in-
dicates a capacity for absorption that
can only lh- du rlh#d as rnunnmln

PURE MAPLE lVIUF.

Sugars_and syrups prepared from
the sap of the sugar maple tree, though
valued chiefly on account of certain
minor ingredients to which they owe
their pecullar pleasant flavor and taste,
largely of the sugar

ly similar to the
from the beet and the sugar cane, It
has therefore been possible by the aid
of well-known methods of flavoring
and coloring to prepare from common
granulated white or brown sugar a
syrup or sugar which could not be
easily distinguished from the genuine
maple product The use of so-called
corn syrup and grape sugar to adulter-
ate or Imitate maple sugar and maple
syrup has also been prutlmd n(en-
sively for many years.
ed maple syrup, it has been Llllmed
can be mixed with 10 to 16 per cent.
ur corn syrup and 10 to 15 per cent of

Ommon cane sugar so as not to
\lllllnmllhed from the pure h

Syrups and sugars flavored with arti
ficlal essences or with extracts prepar-
ed from corn cobs or hickory bark are
sald to be ol this
point the analyst has been practically
helpless, the amount of flavoring mat-
ters used being generally too small to
be detected by chemical means.

The public has not been in total
lgnorance of the \‘Pllrl(‘ler and extent
of the frauds which b.in carried
on in the maple Illlll‘ l It has
heen commonly suspected lhl( large
quantities of “pure Vermont maple
*Yrup" and “pure Canada sap” are

rods localities where the
sugar maple trees never grows, unlecs
planted for ornamental purposes, and Il
has Iu-en asserted that such syru,
come cheaper and more nbunﬂnnl nu-
'ruter the distance from the natural
maple sugar areas. In view of the de-

cided  value  popularly attach-
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SUNSHINE FURNACE

Extracts all the heat from the fuel and
distributes it through the house—only
the smoke goes up the chimney.

appetite for coal,
ordinary furnace.

will last longer than any other Cana-
dian heater.
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el to maple syrup and sugar
there has been but one opin-

fon as to the right of consum-
er to be protected against being sery-
ed with an article other than that for
which he asks and for which he pays a
price which the genuine article com-
mands. A part of Sec. 1 of the law re-
luting to maple sugar and syrup reads:

No person shall, within this state,
manufacture for sale, have in his pos-
session with intent to sell, offer or ex-
pose for sale, as pure maple sugar, or
as pure mnple syrup, any substance un-
leas it be the legitimate product of the
sap of the maple tree and be free from
tannic acld, starch, glucose and gluco-
sides, and mineral acids and all foreign
Ingredients injurious to health, ro-
vided, however, that the provisions of
this act not  prevent  the
manufacture or sale within this state
of any maple sugar or mlple Ssyrup
made in part of pure maple sugar or
pure maple syrup combined v\llh other
substances not injurious to  public
health, which shall be duly llbeled on
the outside of each can, jar, bottle,
package or other receptacle of any na-
ture whatsoever.” The remainder of
the section prescribes the manner of
labelin

The analysis of commercial brands of
alleged maple products has during re-
cent years been confined mainly to the
detection of starch glucose, and of the
small number of samples examined in
the Dairy and Food Commission labor-
atory during 1002, about 10 per cent.
were found to be simply glucose mix-
ftures. During the progress of the
work it has become apparent that a
very large number of the samples not
classed among the glucose mixtures
were maple syrups more or less diluted
with common cane syrup, an t a
complete chemical analysis of such
products together with the analysis of
samples of known purity would be re.
quired in order to differentiate the true
from the false. To obtain samples of
known purity falrly representing the
principal maple sugar producing re-
glons of the United States and Canada
has required some time and effort, and
the work of analyzing the samples has

n perhaps more thorough In extent
and detall than any work heretofore
undentaken in the commission’s labor-
atory. As a result of many months of
patient labor it has been demonstrated
that the genulne maple sugars and
maple syrups are radically different in
constitution and chemical propenties
from the prevalling brands of alleged
maple products now found upon the
markets. A pure maple sugar or syrup
clarified by lny of the methods now
employed A product as distinet in
composition as pure sorghum lymv or

pure apple cider vii es-
stituents are never found to mll hbw

definite limits. Such a thing as a “pure
maple sugar” or a “pure maple syrup,”
composed only of water and sucrose
(cane sugar) is an absurdity. If the es-
sentlal constituents of a maple product
be eliminated to any extent below the
minimum normal composition the re-
sult constitutes a fraud. The process
of “toning up” or “toning down"
(whichever a certain class of producers
consider it convenlent to call it) by the
addition of cane sugar syrup 1s now the
form of adulteration most universally
practiced, and the result is that a very
large proportion of the well-known
commercial brands now represented
and sold as pure contain very little or
none whatever of the genuine article.
The results of analyses during the past
three months may be stated as follows

Samples of maple syrups adulterated,
§6_per cent.

Samples of maple sugars adulterated,
100 per cent.

Total samples not containing maple
sugar, 25 per cent.

Commercial brands not genuine, 88
per cent.

Three samples were found to contain

calicylic acid added as a preservative.
Five samples were starch glucose mix-
tures, one of which was sold In a tin
can labeled on one side
law and on the other de
“Genuine Canada Inple Byr\lp." ’l')le
usual forms of decept! usin
us well as Inltrurllnl, they illustrate
the quality of intelligence and con-
sclence prevailing among a too well-
known class of producers and jobbers,
One brand of imitation maple syrup
was styled “Genuine Unadulterated
\ermnnl Maple Syrup” and bore the
following guarantee of purity: “We
certify that this maple syrup is abso-
lutely pure and free m glucose, flas
oring matter, coloring, and every other
adulterant and substitute for sugar,
and we will forfeit $1,000 for proof to
the contrary.”

‘The manufacturers of adulterated
and imitation maple syrups and sugars
usually practice forms of deception

which are as transparent as thelr pro-
du(l! are thin, and when called to ac-
count offer the most vaporous of ex-

The assertion that the supply of
pure maple sugar “does not

n frank-

ness in methods of Inb!lln‘ Illll a plain

honesty In the fixing of prices, Prices

hased on the cost of common granulat-

ed :\"mt o{hhroln sugar will be more

oau e than many now prevalling,
A label worded 1l

nm t the com)
dthouommmmum

in carloads throughout the l(a(.
maple syrup ‘s composed of

ing ingredients, and none n(ll.l'. Cane
sugar syrup blended with sufficient
maple syrup or other ndded mlorlnx
and flavoring neceulry n
uniform quality rodncl. —Illnnu-
apolis Cnmmerclll Bullﬂln

ZANZIBAR CLOVES, —

The following table will show the
actual quantities of cloves brought
into the town
last ten years:

of Zanzibar during the

Year

1902

equals 35 pounds.

Note.—~1 frasila

From these figures it will be seem
that the clove crop of 1902 was the
smallest recorded during the last des
cade; picking being early but com.
tinued later than usual, and in
districts, notably in Pembu, a con:
erable quantity of cloves remained to
be gathered at the end of the yedr.
The labor available at hnrdt-!t time is

every offort is made to remoedy this
deficiency, a very large proporilon of
each year's crop remains unpicked.
The distribution of the crop among
foreign countries is shown {n Annex
B, The market price at the beginning
of the year stood at about $3.60 per
frasila for Zanzibar, and $3.30 for
Pemba cloves, but the demand was
not great: from March to the end of

P o
between $2.93 and $3.20; during the
two following months the prices were
steady at from $3.40 to $3.60 for Zan-
wibar, and fror: $3.20 to $3.560 for Pem-
ha produce, but fell toward the end of
December to $3.30 and $3.17, respec-
tively. The average price throughout

the yvear was abowt pound.
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