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EDITORIAL NOTES.

1t is frequently stated that women cannot invent, but it is pretly well
exploded by this time. Mrs, Martinot is the name of a lady who has taken
out twenty-five patents, five of which have been issucd io seven countries.
Axmong other things she bas invented a gas stove, an ice cream freezer, a
¥ Eceém washing machine and a clothes dryer—all articles of use to women.

. A potable act of official imbecility was that performed by the Cumber-
land county constable, who arrested Postmaster Oran Thompson of Oxford
for breach of the Canada Temperance Act while he was conveyiog the mails
B¢ from the train to the post office, and carried both {the mails and the post-

. imaster) off to Amherst, despite the protests of the latter. The next morn-
ing Thompson orocured bonds and returned to Oxford with the mails,
wihere it is to be presumed an exasperated crowd was waiting for the delayed
lefters. Legal proceedings against the constable for interfering
with the mails are talked of, and it really would be worth while to makean
- example of such misapplication of bis official power.

¢ The school question is a burning issue in Manitoba. That provioce of
Iste has apparently been drifting surely on to denominationalism, and to
upbiassed thinkers that would be a great calamity. In couatry districts the
-absurdity of such a system would be more than apparent. Think of a
yillage where there are thirty or forty children of teachable age divided into
four or five schools each under the mansgement-of different religious bodies !
This wonld be poor economy forz new country, and yet if eeparate schools
dre given the Catholics every other denomination is equitably catitled to
them. A stiff fight will be made against tbis tendency, for there are sensi-
ble men in Manitoba who have the foresight to see that such a state o1 affairs
" would be disastrous to the prospects of the province. Indeed it is thought
~-that 2 death blow was struck at separate schools on the z3th inst., when
1Mr. J. D. Cameron, the goveroment candidate in South Winnipeg, the most
* }intelligent eonstituency in Manitoba, was clected. The government of

¢ Manitoba stands pledged to usc every means ib its power to wipe out sep-
r arate schools, and this verdict of the people is regarded as an cmphatic
instruction to go ahead and doso, and the people will stacd by it.  Purely
natir.nal schools are undoubtedly the best for msking good citizens, and the
government of Manitoba is sonnd on this subject.
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Making war on women can never be considered anything but disgrace-
ful, and when 2 sorrowful widow is made the object of attack every chivalrous

Y -, .
ey e g .

L AR I PRI U
: KL :

man paturally turns to her defence. A short timo ago an article appeared
in the Regina Leader, Mr. Nicholas Flood Davin's paper, charging Mr.
Dewdnoy and a “person living in Oltawa and wielding great influence,”
with being concerned in certain questionable land speculations in the
Northwest, The Toronto Qlobe took the matter up and suggested thenama
of Lady Macdonald as the “person” ieferred to. This became widely spread,
and the unconscious object of it saw it first in the New Yotk Tribuns.
Tady Macdonald wrote at once to the Tribuxe emphatically denyiog all
knowl2dge of the alleped land transaclion, and requesting that paper to give
her denial equal publicity with the slander. This the Tribuns did, acd
stated that it accepted the Barrones<’ statement as conclusive and regretied
that i4 belped to circulate a baseless rumor. The Gluds has been forced to
make a full spology for its outrageous libel, snd has eaten its words in a
manner characteristic of the class of cowards that would attack a defenceless
widow. The Baroness Macdouald is living in retirement at Lakewood,
N. J, with her invalid daugbter and no longer takes that interest in the
affairs of the country, which it was only natural she should do in the life-
time of her husband. The Globe lays atress upon the fact thatit did
not originate the charge against her ladyship or anyone else, but thisisa
small way in which to ciawl out of the position In which it placed nself by
firat putt’ing Lady Macdorald’s nams in the place of the * perso living in
Ottawa.'

1t is almost imposible to believe that any body of British subjects could
refuse 1o pass a vote of sympathy with the royal family in their desp griefover
the death, of the heut presumplive, yot this contemptibie action has been taken
by the mioers’ federation in session at Sioke on Trent. By so duing the
miners bave managed to achieve for themselves world-wide notoriety, and
it ‘s doubrful if after tkis marked josult to the toyal famlly they will ever
again be shuwn tbal sympathy with which the mghest 1n the land were
wont to regard them. It is often said that civility costs nothing and it buys
a great dea!, and in this izstacce jt would Lave been but an act of common
respect to those who have always evinced a great interest in the welfare of
miners, and who are now in sore grief. Had the resolution never been
proposed ils omissicn would probably have passed comparatively uonoticed,
but haviog been moved and put to the vote, its defest has turned the scom
of every fair-minded British subject towards the perpetrators of this act of
discourtesy , shawe on them! The despatch announciug the aclion states
that this federation bas a membership of 200,000, and 18 the most powerful
single union in the country. It freely gives aid to the distressed, and after
sullenly and silently refusing sympathy to the Royal family i1t proceeded to
pass a voto of sympathy and substantial aid to the starving pail makers of
the midland district?, who have for some time been on strike. Perhaps it
did not occur to the federation what a simple matter it would have been to
have offered sympathy to the Royal family on the death of the Dake of
Clarence, and what harm to themselves might result from an exhibition of
boorishness like that of last Friday.

Toronto hasdecided to get along without Sunday street ca~s tur the pre-
sent. The defeat of the movement was far from overwhelming, for a
majority of four thousand and odd out of a total vote of about twenty-two
thousand does not represent a very strong feeling against such an innovation,
The importance of what the Torontonians do not want {s outweighed by
what they do want, for be it known they have spoken for {ree text-booksin
the public echools in the same hght and joyous vein that one would approve
of 2 free Junch. We are quite 1o accord with the principle which main-
taios tat every argument for free education holds good for free text-books,
but in the carly stages of such an experiment the expense will probably be
heavy. It would be well if the system of supplying Iree text-books could
be introduced everywhere, for only those who are familiar mith poor families
know what a trial it is when a child is *“ moved,” or promoted to higher
classes, and a number of new books have to be provided School books
are far loo expensive, and if a different sysiem were adopted they could not
remain so. If the department of education, or publfc instruction, or what-
ever official hands the matter rests with, had to supply the books, more care
would be exercised about expense and also about changiog the text-books
frequently, One would think there moust o fortone in school bocks as at
present eupplied in Halifax, and we presumo throughout Nova Scotia;
someone must reap a goodly profit from their sale. Every pupil must have
a book, or progress 1s imposaible, and parents often ficd it very difficult to
spare the money for this purpose.  Weare not urging the adoption of free
text-books, for the question is not before the people at present, but as a help
to the bard-working people of our Province we do not see why cheaper
books cannot be supplied. It would greatly reduce the terror of school
expenses to many people. Toronto's experiment with free text-books may
be successful, and in that case it would be well to copy her to some extent,



