
THE CRITIC.

The unfortunate King of Ilolland ban at last become violently insane.
His ravirigs are chiefly directed against the Emperor WVilliatu, whicli is
perbaps less unreasonable than mighit ai firsi sight appear. To many
observers it sems that the Il manifest destiny" of liolland is io be absurhed
eventually in the aCrinan Empire. If OCirniany is looking toward sncb a
consommnation, Ijien tberc is fer-sigbited wisdomi and systematic purpose in
the colonization policy that she is now pursuins, and in lier present friend-
liness towalds Great llritain, thc oniy liower that could thwart lier schemes
for a Colonial Empire. WVbei shc in îlîoruhly rooted in .Mrica, andi bas
acqujircd the splendid Colonial possessions of the flutch, elie will lie in a
position to be rnuch less careful as to iviiether s pleases Englanti or not.
She perhaps l- Ùk forward to a tiait whon she wili bce able Io diverr the
streain of lier stutdy emigrants from the prairies of the western states to
colonies of lier own, where tbey inay find ai lenst equal ndvantages.
Gernianv's colonizing schemes are to he taken mticb more seriously, we
imagine, than those of France.

We have been accustomed to consicler an egg as au egg, wlîatever ils
size ; but vow tbat large eggs, as was mentioned in TîuE CameI Of LWO
week ago, are in demand for tbe English market, certain breeds now in
highest favor aniong3t: us are likely to falito comparative dispute. The
Leghorns, 'White and Brown, are perhaps out mosi pop' ilar breeti, and they
are certainly great layers. Blut they are saiall, and their cggs are small.
There is saine talk of exchanging thern for tbe old B3lack Spanish, but these
fowls, thougb tbey lay gooci numbers of very large cggs, are tender, subject
ta disease, anid poor as table fowl. The best possible substitute for tbe
Leghorns, if a non-sitting breed is required, will bc found in the Houdans,
which are hardy, early to mature, and almost as prolific as the Leghorna ;
while their eggs are very nearly as remarkablo for size as tbose of the Black
Spanisb, going well ovcr 21 lbs. t0 tbe score. As a table fowl the Hioudans
are unsurpassed. Vbere a sitting breed in preferred, the Plymouth Rocks
and 1Vyandottes will be founti the best "lail-round " fowl, with a possible
rival in the new and improveti Black javas. Fur general purposes the
I3rahmas anid Cochins will be found most profitable if crossed with sortie
compact non*sitting breeti, like the eghorns. It cannot be too persisicntiy
asserted tbat poultry give most satisfactory returns if kept in sinaîl flocks.
The lien seems 10 demnand individuai attention ; sbe objects to over-
ctfltrali7alion, se to spesk.

Dyspepsia is now said Io be the fashionable complaint, aniong the
aociety ladies, and ail because the Princess Maud of Wales bas been unfor-
diflat enough to bave it. Tht article froin which we gItan tbis information
Îlots not aay that they are English ladies who are tbus aping the utls of
royality, but on tht contrar froin the context we judge tbat it is in New
York that the fad has made is; appearance. As America i s the home of
dyspopsia this is noi surprising in any case. We should be excedingly
sorry t0 tbink that our English sisters, wbo bave alwaya exulted in tbeir
good healtb, and wbose splendid constitutions have often been the subject of
commient, wouid have so ltle sense as to pretcnd to be il], and if on the
cîher hand the disease was really prevalent, it would bcecqually regrettable.
It a bad enough to bave our cousins across the lino afilicted in tbis mâtnner.
At a very exclusive physical culture club on one of tht side streets off Fifth
Avenue, New York, 99 per cent. of the fashionable aibletic ladies are aaid
to be suffiering froin indigestion, and one of the dcctors wbea asked for the
cause replied : IlTight dresses and laziness." There is rnuch truth in Ibis
Not ibat tight lacing is practiscd any more than formerly, but tht whole
dress is tight froin collar tu wrists and especially about tht waist. This en-
forces idleness, andi disease results. The physical culture will do soumething
towards cbaligicg tbis state of affairs, but tht truc remedy lies in sensible,
comnfortable clothing and plenty of exercise botb in and out of doors.

It irs strange that in tht rnatttr oti almost yearly.recurriug famine New-
foundland bears much, the saine relation to, us as Ireland dots 10 Great
flritpin. The tales of want are brought to us from Newfoondtand nearly
every winter, or rallier spring-for il is olten spring-time bcfore the news
arrives,--and tht disasters are au great, and the diflcoiy of sending belp
so bard ta overcome, together with tht fact of our knowing veiy little about
the people, that the adage, IlOut of Sight, Oui of Ilid," fils the case
pretty well, and not ranch is dont for the relief of the sufferers. The
Toronto .??ampirc's lady correspondent, IlFaiih Fenton," who visited the
Island Lust sumnier, gave a graphic description of the destitution wbich
prevails at limes. She travelled entirehy round tht Islandi, and thbm hati
au opportunity of visiting almosi aIl cf tht outports. At one place where
she landed for a few bours ta îalk ta tht womnen they told ber sorte o! tht
hast wintc's borrors, when starvation wis an actual fact, and tht sufferings
of the people *eze terrible. Tht womnen began to cry during ibis reciial,
and tht restait "a, thst when tht boatin called for IlFaith Fenton" IIe
found ber aiso tu tcars over the sorrows cf tht NL\ewfoundianders. She
asked themnwhy tbey did not move away to Canada, or sornie place where
a living wotmld be mocre easily mnade than there, but îhey seenied ta have
us great an &ftection for their barrta rocks as the Irish have for the desolâte
parus cf the g=t isde, and could net be rmade to sec tht benefit of emigra-
tion. Tht fisheries are alh they bave te depend upc;, and vîten tbey faili
hunger suares therin atht face, for tht scant soil gives litile or no retua t
for sny attempt at cultivation. That the fisheries of iNewfoundland sbould
belong enlîrely to the.Newfoundland people ftw will dispute, but the French
have a atrong hold, and unless flritain secs fit te buy thein off with an
attractive bit of territory in Africa, or pay tbem roundly in cash for their
. tel, it is probable ibai they will continue their grip on the country.

The other day %re noticed in a contcmporary that a valuable hornt had
been injureti setiously in atteinpting toi leap over a barbed-wire fence. Iti.
limie thc Province abolisbed tbis barbed.wire nuisance. This îq a case ln
wbich the e.xanple of Ontario mnight well be followeti. The bb.t>s ait of
no use wliatever. Tlîty do net warn tht animal froni attcmptlng to jumr
ltme feuce. They act only wbtn the attempi has been ruade, and Ibis actioik
is brutal. They are net a prevention, but a punishinent, which is b>' ne
means what tbey were intended for. In ont case only, so far'as we know,
have tbey served auseful purliose. They bave secured sornething hike order
on the plains cf tht Argentine Republie, wbicb, before their introduction,
was scoureti by mounted bauds of robbers and rcbels. These enterprising
gentiry bave found tbeir occupation ruineti, now tirât tht greai prairie%, once
go well adalted te tlîeir forays, are inîruded in every direction by ibest
barbed and impassible barriers. Le~t us leave tht b2rbed %vire to the
Argentines..

Mfr. Balfour, Chief Secretar>' for Irelanci, lias been niaking a tour in time
diçtressed districts cf the wesî of Ireland, and it appeuis likely thai good
resulta wiul corne of ii. Tht Chiie! Secretsry's Imeart bas evidently been
toucheti with pily for tht people, and be bas been s0 sympatbetic thai hie
bas everywbere been received witb civility, and in sonie places 'with denori.
strations o! welcome. At Achill he promîsed te furuish a bridge between
two points on the Island, and te defray the expenses out of liii own pocket,
and lie gave Father Flood, of tht Christian Brotbers Sobool ai Kyleniore,
XS ta treat the boysý Ife did niany other sce cf congideration andi kinti.
ness, whicb cannai fail te bie appreciated by lte essily ateved, warm.lîearted
people o! tht west coast. Mr. Balfour bas pusbed forward the arrangements
for tht construction of railways, the building of whieh wiii furnith cmploy.
ment for a bosi e! laborers. Besides those living in the districts Ihrough
which tht roades wit lbe built, mien comiug from a distance can, if they
desire, bave part cf their wagma reuiitted fret cf charge t0 their farnîlies.
Thetrailways ought te be cf more lasting benefit to Ireland thau merely te
give employnient iu a lime of famine. B>' tht aid cf tht railways andi the
devetoprnent of tht deep sea fisherîts tht awful poverty cf tht lind should
be somewbat relîevcd. Mr. Bilfour was evidentl>' unprepared for tht
rnisery ibat bie saw ai every tarn, but that he feli it keenty is evidenced by
bis immediate exhibition cf synmpathy and kindueas, which was warmly
receiveti. Tht Irish people, even when reduced to great vaut, reseut any-
ibing in tht shape cf relief thrown to thena with as little cousideration as
ont would throw a boue îa a hungry dog, but they warm at once ta sympa-
thetic assistance wbcn it in offereti tbem. Mr. Balfour seemi to bave siruck
tht right kty ; andi if a spirit of greater harniony cau be infustd into Parlia-
ment in dealing witb Irish malters, it wiii b.- a b!essing ta, Great Britain.

The revival of the Irish tisimeries, which wiii probably result from the
building of railways andi good highways in Irelsnd, wilI do mach towards
belping the people to indepeudence. fly the constructior. of these works
tht backward districts will b.- relieved from the stagnation which cornes
froni isolation frorn the centres of business enterprise, anti will be enableti
te market wbaiever îliey mnay have 10 sell. Tht Irish fisheries wet very
profitable before the famine cf 1847 occtirred. At tit lime more than
113,000 menand boys wert engageti in the coast fisheries, mtking u;e of
ntarty 20,000 veséels andi boats of ail kiuds ; but the famine se rapidly
decreaseti tht number that in the folioviug year, 1848, net more than 8o,ooo
nien and beys vert enaployeti, thougli the aumbtr cf boats remaiaed ai.
about tht marne figure. Tht decline couîinued Irom year te ysar, util in
ten years, <1858) tbere vert but 56.5oo fishermen aud 11,823 fishing craft
of ail kintis, where before tht faùmne there hati been nearly twice that
number engaget in tht industry. Anti the decline did net stop there.
Tht flsbing boats numbertd only 9.000 in 187o. Appeals wert ruade for
assistance-not gifts, but loans-from bath the Nationalists andi the Inspec-
tors cf Fisheries. A Royal Commission were appointeti in 1866 to investi.
gâle tht condition of the deep mca, fisheries o! the United Kiogdona, which
reporteti that the dectine of the industry in Irelaud was due ta tht dusastrous
resut cf tht famine ycar and tht hack of opportune assistance when tht
people bati ne means ta suppiy thtwselves with fiubing geat. liad a belli-
ing baud bren exteuded to the Irish people at ibat lime i vould have been
tht sstvation of tht unfortunate remuant of the coniparatively large fishing
population cf 1846. Frorn lack of proper appliances iu tht firsi place, and
cf ready> meaus cf reaching mnarkets lu tht second, there has at times been
terrible vaste o! the products of the Irish fisherits, vhich yield abundant>'.
Tht flsh bas been perforce used for manture for tht fields ai tht very trne
when the people have been czying ouit for bread. Sanie mmprovemeut bas
beeu madie in tht state of tht industr>' ail over tht United Kingdom ince
the report of the hlst Commission, but Irelauti bas fot received us due share
of attention. 0f tht twenty-two fishing districts in Irelanti, many are stili
sort distrtaaed, and ini some cases the industry is almoat extinci. Mauy
timnes bas tht need o! assistance been urged ln Parliament, both for rail-
ways and boans of moncy la tht fishermn, but tht demands vere fritius;
but nov that tht Chie! Secretary bas accu willi bis ova cyts, and corne
inta contact with tht destitution and euforced idleness of the people, it is
probable tbaî tht cry ta "-corne over int Macedonia and help us," ill be
avereti. The parish pries at %Vestport and Father O'Connor, bath cf

wboin appear teb mien cf aound commea sease, ruade tirnely suggestions
as te tht fish tries and raiiways, but warned Mr. Balfour of the inutility of
nitiaig works vhicb would be of no permanent lieudit, righily judging
bhat nitre relief wvorks are demoralizing, ms *11 iujidicious so.cslled chariiy
nust be. Bat the building of raitwaya and the revival, of tht fisheries
onght flot to partake o! this nature ; on the contrary thcy are the suresi .

tuans of stimulating tiade andi industry in any countiry. As a result cf tht
Irish tour the Gotemameut bas giver. Saa,ooo for deepemng tht barbor of
Baliaa, for which sa appropriation 1hAs lýce 4ç%iM4 for soui ie


