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CITY CHIMES.

This week has heard the bLells ring out the old, and in the new, and ano-
thor yoar has been added to tha long roll of the past.  Over and done with,
Its joys and sorrows, fino weathor and bad, 188§ is in his grave. Le Rof est
mort, Vire le Rot ! Now we must turn our thoughts to wolcoming the
now king, and hope his highness will bo gracious to us.  Sceioty (outwardly
ol least) is always smiling, Mrs. Grundy likes no sorrows to be .paraded
hofore hor. Tyrant she i3, with queer rules for her people. Tt is bettor
to have hopes aud plans for the futuso than to spend lifo in grioving for
what has gone by. So perhaps Mra. Grundy is right after all when she bids
us not to wear our hearts on our sleoves,

This Now Year, or the week botweon it aud Christimas, has boen excop-
tonally gay. Parties of all kiuds trod on cach other's heols Christwng
trces wero in abundnnce, and good things in plenty, but whether the doctors
havo had anything more to do on accwunt of it is not known. Porhaps the
most successful entertainmnent where both big and little folk met was the cos.
tume ball at Mr. Walter Loigh’s Academy for boys, Girton Ilouse. It was
indeed a brilliant aflvir, and I havo heard some of the dresses wore uniquo
and beautiful. Over two hundred childien looked forward to the dance for
weeks, and will Jong romember it as a dream of dolight and pleasure. M,
and Mrs, Loigh are to be cungratulated ou the affair, nnd thanked for the
kindness of heart that prompted them to go to such trouble to give their
pupils pleasuro.

General Sir John Ross entertained a large number of guests at Maple-
wood, on New Year's Eve, "The ladies were oxpected to appear in powder
and patches, and a protty scome roust have been tho result. Powder is
most becoming to young faces. It would not be asurprise of it again
beeameo the fashion to wear it habitually, although u not very comfortable
practico. The dance did not break up until & late or rather early hour, and
1889 was soveral hours old before the carringes stopned rolling through the
streats, A feature of tho ball was the cotillion, all the ladies dancing receiv-
ing pretty favors, )

Now Year’s Day dawned brightand fair. An unusual happening, for the
last throe or four New Year days have fallen upon most detestable weather,
and the fashion of gentlemen payipg visits has somewhat flagged lately.
‘This Tuesday there were numbers abroad paying their respacts to the ladies,
and tho streets had quite a holiday appearance. The levees at Govornment
House and the Archbishop’s were well attended.

A good old fashion this, and one it would be well to keep up. Wo are
too fond, in our race through life in this busy age, of letting the old cus-
toms of our grandfathers die out. Is it that wo are always in a hurry, or
gotting careless, and steam and electricity are driving us on so fast wo can
barely stop for the courtesies indulged in in the old days, whon a stage coach
was tho most rapid travelling, and the aristocracy dined at four o’clock upon
mutton and turnips?

Wo have to correct a statement in our last issue, that ¢ War to the Kuife ”
was ‘to be produced by the Amateur Dramatic Club. The picce has been
discarded for one more suitable to the tastes of the Halifax public, in which,
it is belioved, wo are to have tho pleasure of seeing a number of the officers
of the “ West Riding” perform, these gentlemen, individually and as a
regiment, being noted for thei» dramatic talont. * Time will Tell” is to
have a strong cast, and will, no doubt, be performed with vigor. Tho pieco
is woll known, although it never has been played in Halifax before, and con-
tains somo of tho highest class of writing, as well as a fow amusing situations.

A rumnor was in circulation lately that the members of the Yacht Squad-
ron intend purchasing a site, and erecting n club room, somewhere nea
¥reshwater. This would bo a boon to many who enjoy watching yacht races
from terra firmsa ; and it is to be hoped the club will carry out the idoa.

Cuirs,
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COMMERCIAL.

The tradoe of the past woek has beem of a purely holiday nature as
regards wholesale business, but retailers have expertonced a lively call, and
have accomplished a large volume of business. On the whole the business
of this city and provinco has beon fairly satistactory during the past year.
The official returns show the following results of the work accomplished
during 1388 in Halifax :—Exported 250,729 qtls. of dry, and 32,083 bbls,
pickled fish. The greater portion of these exports have been to the British
and Spanish West Indies. Our export trade with Brazil and Meditorranean
ports has fallen off to a marked degree. The imports during 1888 were
13,509 puncheons, 995 tierces and 1965 barrels of molasses, 22,652 hogs-
heads, 124 tierces, 3,805 barrels, and 174,192 bags of raw sugar. The
customs duties collected at Halifax in 1885 amounted to 81,760,736, an
increase of $227,413 over 1887. The inland revenuo recoipts wore $253,603,
ani increase of $13,520. Tho recoipts for the two departmonts aggregated
$2,014,339, an increase on the provious year of $240,933. A lotter
from a prominent membe: of the Nowfoundland legislature states that an
offort will bo made at the next meeting of that legislature to establisha
systom of life insurance in order to provide for the families of £sherwen
who are drowned while following their occupation. ‘The payment of the
prerwium  will bo obligatory on all fishermen hefore leaving port. This is
an idea that should commend itself to the consideration of our Local Govern-
ment. Nova Scotia fishermen should command the same regard from thoir
government as tho Newfoundlundoers do.

Dradstreet's roport of tho wook’s failures :

Week Prov. Weeks correaponding to
Dec. 28 week ~ 00, U8mm——y J'ailures for tho year to date.
1888 1888 1847 1886 1883 838 1887 1836 1828
["nited States, . 334 33 244 i 185 10,416 9,740 10,608 11,110
Canada.,...... 30 40 33 28 o7 1,709 1,315 1,186 1,288

Tho following aro tho Assignments and Business Changes in this Pro.
vines during tho past week :—Chas. Wilson, confoctionor, &¢, Parraboro,
ndvertising buainess for sale ; J. P. Mitehell & Co., lmbr., &e, Lawrencetown,
removed to Mill Village ; Josoph Fader & Co., Halifux, produce and corn
morchant, assigned o W. C. Boak in trust for bouefit of creditors; John
White, stoves and tinware, admitted Wm Brandie partner under stylo of
John White & Co. ; R. T, Forrestall, grocor, Halifax, admitted his brothor,
W. J. Forrestall, partuer, as R. 1. Korrostall & Co.; John LoPiuno, gents’
furnishings, Halifax, admitted his brothor, George LoPine, uuder the style
of LoPino Bros., Curry & Shand, grocorics and flour, Windsor, ndmitted
D. B. Burns partner, undoer atyle of Shand & Burna; M. H. Ruggles,
crockery, &e., Ialifax, adwitted onry Roynolds and Chas. Roynolds under
the stylo of M. I, Ruggles & Co.

Dey Goowvs.—The year that hus just closed exhibits rather an unfavor.
able record in tho wholesale dry goods trade of Capada; no fower than ten
large wholesalo firms have snccumbed to the effocts of the ruinous compoetition,
which has beon so ropeatedly denounced in these colummns. The total
direct and indirect liabilities of these firms were abeut 81,800,000, showing
dividonds averaging 3Gc. on tho dollar. The dividends paid the unsecured
creditors of these bankrupt estates woro 15¢., 20¢., 22¢., 25¢, 30c., 33¢c., 45¢.,
50¢. and 80c. respectively, one cstato promising to pay in full. OfF theso
failures, four occured in Toronto, two in London, two in Montroal, and two
in the Lower Provinces, the majority of which demonstrates the reckless
mapner in which business has beon conducted, by the skeleton estates pre-
sented to thoe creditors, This is the vesult of overtrading and underselling,
which has wrought inealculable mischief to the whole trade of the Dominion,
the ovil effects of which are not yot ended. It is generally admitted that
the wholesale dry goods men have not had & very profitable year ; but we
trust that tho record of 1889 will show improved business methods and
brighter results.

IroN, ITARDWARE AND METALS.—Tho iron marke! is quiet under a very
light enquiry, and prices remain about steady. Business in bar iron has
been limited. In hardware vory little new business is reported. Travellera
avo at home for their holidays, and little can be expected for a fow woeks.
Cable advices show no change in quotations, but prices appear to be more
firmly held. In the iron and steel produsing districts in the United States
manufacturers look forward wita confidence to accomplishing a large trade
during the curront year. ILarge quantities of rails and other equipments in
the composition of which metals predominate, are or shortly will be neoded
o vast sections of the country.

Breavsturrs —Tho local flour market has continued quiet with prices
unchangod and sales light, being contined to broken or jobbiug lots. Though
figures aro nominally unchanged thoy tend to favor buyers. Boetbohm's
cable quotations are unchanged, but show a waiting, or rathor, sluggish mar-
ket. The Mark Lane Express states that tho bulk of English wheat
offerings are neithor satisfactory in conditton or in quality. Damp samples
weighing under 60 pounds per bushel are naturally hard of sale. They
would beso in almost any season, and they are especislly difficult to move
at a poriod wher imports of good dry foreign grain are both large and well
maintained.  Between these and tho remarkably scanty offerings of roally
dry wheat of good weight, cowmes a large quantity of rew crop wheat, aver-
aging porhaps 61 pounds to the bushel, and of fair willing value, but
requiring admixture with foreign wanoat. It is this class of homeo grown
whoeat over which there has been some fighting, farmers resisting any decline
but have, under the influence of open weather, oventually given way, and
conceded about 6d. per quarter. Tlour has been difficult of sale, a3 bakors
complain that the weokly sales of loaves are much below the averago for the
time of the year, a fact which the abundance of gieen vegotables and tho
fall in the prico of potatoes fully explain, apart from the direct effect of mild
weather on the consumption of whaoat, supplying and producing forms of
food. The imports of wheat into France, from August 1 to November 15,
1888, have beon about 23,520,000 bushels. The imports of wheat inte
Marseilles Decembor 8, 1888, were 360,000 bushels, and at Havre 176,000
bushels. ‘Tho stock of wheat in docks at Marseilles Decomber 8, 1888, was
3,480,000 bushels, The Fronch wheat crop of 1888 is officially estimated
at 273,668,346 bushels and by the Bulletin des Halles at 253,540,502, bush-
ols, against 319,150,432 bushels in 1887. Tho averago wheat crop of France
is 300,540,455 bushels, with average imports of 49,392,790 bushels, average
exports 9,297,988 bushels, and average anoual supply 340,635,258 bushels,
The quantity of wheat on passage to France November 30, 1888, was
(exclusivo of Mediterranean) 3,720,000 bushels, against 280,000 a year ago.
The stock of wheat in all ports, in bond and out of bond, is probably about
12,000,000 to 15,000,000 bushels, including 3,480,000 bushels at Marseilles,
The stock of wheat and flour in Paris, December 1, 1888, was cqual to
1,878,958 bushols of wheat, ngainst 997,342 bushels Decomber 1, 1887.
The Mark Lane Express says :—The cental, the new standard which was to
carry everything beforoe it, is maintained by Liverpool, but the only result
of ten years' indulgenco in this practice seems to be that nobody exactly
understands the Liverpool quotations, and tho tables of imports, sales, stocks,
and the like have to bo laboriously converted back into the old-fashioned
“ quarters” before they con be added on to the London, Glasgow, or Dublin
totals, The cental, howaever, has & great deal to be said in its favor; its
goneral adoption would quickon reckonings and trade calculations in a vory
marked manser. The gist of tho wmatter, as already romarked, is tho absenco
—in theso busy times—of breavhing space whercin to effect the necessary
changes. This is the roal drawback ; the convorsion of old tables into the
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