THE CRITIC.

HOME AND FARM.

Thia department of THE CRiTiC {8 devoted exclusively to the interests of the Farmers
in the Maritime Provinces, Contributions upan_Agricultural toples, or that in any way
nlate to Farm life, aro condially invited, © Newny notes of Farmers' gatherings or
Grange meetings will be wromptiy innerted. Farmnem' wives and daughters should make
this ﬁeputment in Tur Crnite a'medium for the exchiange of {ilvas on mich 1atters as
wmoro dircctly affect them,

MarksT GARDENING.—Tho home market for vegotables in thia province
i, in the coarser varieties, fairly well supplied, but for table vegetables tho
limit of the market has not neamly beun reached. In the United States,
where the great centres of populntion offer an excoptionally good warket
for what is known as truck, market-gerdening is carricd on ns a distinctive
branch of furming ; but in this country, the dwellers in towns and cities,
who have not suffivient lund to produco tho parden vegotables thay they
wish for; have to run their chance of being able to purchaso them in the
market, but mote frequently they aro obliged to go without them altogether.
Ihubatb, asparsgus, salsify, celery, ete., to »ay nothing of lettuco, beaus,

g, aud tomatoes, aro always in demand in Halifux, but the consumption
of these vegetables is horo comparative smaull, nuinly owing to the fact that

ple have not learnod to look for them in tho markets, excopt duringa
very brief seacon. In Boston, the warkets are kept supplied for many
months of the year with most of the vegetables enumerated ; and all classes
of the ivhabitants, having learued to relish them, buy them up readily, In
the vicinity of Halifax, thero are several market-gardeners who make a good
liing by supplying tho hotels, clubs, restaurants, and private buardiog-
bouses with garden truck; but the cost of bringing tho land under
cultivaticn noar the city is so largo, that tho price of such vegetables is far
abova the means of the ordinury bouseholder, oxcepting as has been stated
for a brisf season. Owuaers of land along the luteicolonial and Annapolis
nilways would find market-gurdening a profitable business: but, before
uadertaking this speciality in farming, they should visit Massichusctts and
study the metho&!s employed by the gardeners of that State, who have
succeeded in keeping the Boston market so well supplied. Market-gardening
is a branch of furming nas distiuct from goneral farming as duirying or
feuit cultnre. It does not require as extensivo an ncreago as general farming,
nor is the outlay for stock and implements necarly as great. When we
remember that the seed catalogues shuw that 200 varicties of vegetsbles are
pow in more or less commun use, nud consider how few of these are
cltivated by the gencral farmer, it shows that there is sull room for
enterprise in this direction; and, knowing as wo do from practical experience,
that as a specialty matket gardening is one of the most profitable branches
of agriculture, we should like to seo 1t more generully adopted in this country.

A Pracricar Suveorstion.—Dear Critic,—1 am now a farmer of thirty
years stauding. and a8 you can well understond, 1 have had little practice in
writing for newspapers, indeed I leave even the writing of letters to my
wife and daughtors, as when I was a buy I only went to school for a few
yesrs, and 80 1 never learned to write easily. 1 aeo that you are asking for
contribulions on agricultural topics ; were ¥ a writer [ would certuinly avail
mywlf of your invitation. In talking to s neighbor of mine who is also
ous of your subscribers, we camo to the cunclusion that we might get you
something up together, but in thinking the matter over, 1 am afraid to tiy
it for fear that my bud gramwar or bad spelling would uot look well in
print. My object in writing 1o you now is to ke a practival suguestion
Wo farmers are busy men and have little timo for writing newspaper
articles, but wa have the experience in farming, und that is what most young
fatiners want to get at.  Supposing we should send you fucts jotted down
in our own rough way, could you nut have them written up a0 a8 t0 make
a readablo articlo? I merely suygest this, in order 1hat vur farmers may
take advaptnge of the space in THe Critic that you have placed at their
disposal. If the suggestion is a goud one, furbish up this letter and give it
room in your cclumns. 1f it is a worthless one, throw my letter away.

Yours, J.S. 1,

Our old friend J. 8. T. has struck the nail on the head. Never mind
the grymmar, never mind the bad spelling, but send along your cuntributions,
and we will put them in shape befure they appear in print Wo aro in
earnest in this matter, und mean to give our fuxmers an opportuuity to use
Tae Critic us 8 medium for the exchange of ideas. If the space devoted
to sgricultural topics is of any advantage to the fruit-growers, to the dairy-
men, or to the general tarmer, it should be utilized by them. Jot down the
facts upon a post-card, sign your name as you wish it to appear in print,
Thisin brief is ull that is required to bring this departiment of Tux Critic
up to the same level as our department of miaing. Talk the matter over
with your friends, gei them to give you a helping hand, and at the same
time give us one by becoming subscribers to the journal that ia endeavering
to be of service to the farming community.—Ebp.

' Dear Critic,—I wounder if many of your readers have ever grown the
“tomthumb” tomato. I grew thom last season, and consider them ono of
the best kinds of tomatoes I have ever raised. They are swmall and very
juicy, and if the plants are properly tzained, they never fail to ripen in the
open uir, before the frust cen hurt them. They mako delicious pickles aud
guod preserves. Yuurs, Mus. L. Stepuess,

Falniouth, N. §.

Dear Critie.—Mr. A. C. Thomas, Windsor, has beon writing some
atticles flately in the Windsor ¢ Tribune” on underdrainiug, sud, as 1
undentand, is endeavoring to get an act passsd in the Pruviacisl Legisinture,
similar to an act now in existence in the Province of Ontatiy, wisich cuables

She.fn.rmor to borrow a certain sum per acre to be used expressly for undor-
mining,

Thogprovisionn of the bill I have not by me at present, so refrain_from
making any statements in conuection with it, for fear of msking misstate-
monts,

Lot us jump “ in medias ros" and sco what Mr. Thowas is aiming at. In
one of his latters, to quote from himself, he says, * Now we come directly
to the point of issus.  \Why not, particularly in thoso days of machinery and
superphosphates, increise the root-area largoly I Becauso mot one farmer
in fivo hundred in this climato dure do a0 without the risk of ruining
himself, eto.”

Thore Mr. Thomas is perfectly correct. Tet us take the last three
reasons as at oxample of what Mr. Thomas moans, The springs of 1884,
85 and 86, were 8o wet that i$ was almost an impossibility to get the crops
in the zround, nfter thoy wero in and camo up, especially the root crops, it
was impossible to hoe them, tho consoyuence was the ground was completely
takon possession of by the weeds, many ficlds throughout tho country,
especially in heavy soils, wero novor touchud by the hoo.

In the autumn tho riins camo on again, and many fields of potatoes were
left undug, tho land being too wet and the crop valuoless.

Tho loss to tho farmers of IHants alone the last threo years for the
want of underdniniog is almost incaleulable.

Tho farmers aro boginning to wake up to tho fact thet drainage would
enable them to get ou their lund so much earlior in the soason, and enablo
them even after hoavy rains to cultivate their crops with some measure of
success.

Knowing theso facts and fully realizing the great bemefits they would
derive fromt n dminsge act, it is to be hoped that tho farmers, not only of
Hants, but N. S. in general, will give their aid to assist in getting an act
passed this session, which will enable them to underdrain their lands at
cothparative small cost to thomselves, and so add a treble valuo to their
property., RusTicus.

Farrexine Ducks AND Gerse.—This is bast done whon they are confined
in little stalls, or when only two gr thiee aro together, writes a poultry-
keeper. Liko the pig, a duck or gooso will cat more when it has a compan-
jon than when it 13 nlone, as greediness is one of the characteristica
bolonging to both, The food nced not bo oxpensive. Boiled turnips,
carrots, and potatoes, with corn-meal, makes tho best mess to get ducks and
geese fat quickly. They must bo kept very quiet, given plonty of water for
drinking, and allowed pulverized charcoal once a day. Ten days is long
envigh for gotting them in proper condition.

Farmers should seo to it that as littlo straw as possible bo carried oft' the
place—utilized as it may bo in several ways, whother food and bedding for
stock, an ahsorbent in the barny rd, or spread upon the land and ploughed
under in the fall for corn the following spring, or on grass land intended
for mowing tho succeeding sumwner.

Fruits and vegetables, like persous, changoe their characters to somo
extent with a chiange of soil and climate, Hence tho necessity of holding
to the old reliable sorts until the novelties originatod in other localities are
carefully tested.

A Norwegian botanist, Professor Schubeler, stales that most plants in
high latitudes produce larger and heavior soods than in regions nearer tho
cquator—an effect which he ascribes to tho prolonged influcnce of sunlight
during the summer daya in high iatitudes. In some cases the difference of
seed devolopment is astonishing.

Certivating axp Trissise Freir.—Hugh T. Brooks said at a meetin
of the Western New-York Horticultural Society, that several distinguishe
cnltivators whom ho named ¢ have been telling us aund the rest of mankind,
during lony years, that tho fruit on trees must bo thinned if they are
inclinod to overbear—everybody hus heard it, and nobody piys any atten.
tion o0 it- they appear to treat it just as if it was a common sermoun.
Three bid things,” says Muj. Brooks, *‘come from this neglect of overbearing
trees ; first, tha tree is permanently injured by its crushing load ; secondly,
overbearing injures the quality of the fruit—1 sow with forty pigs,” asid
the mmjor, *““can't make good roasters of them all; thirdly, excessive
bearing lessens the future product more than it increases the present crop.”

0ld currant bushes can bo made as good as new by simply cutting away
tho old wood and leaving a bare stump, and then digging tho soil up
thoroughly down to the roots, and working in plenty of well-rotted manure
or superphosphate, with a good handfu! of salt for each bush.

The farmers of the whole land necd co-operation more than any ether
portiou of our people. In the very nature of our calling, we are of
necessity more isolated than others. It is needed for social improvement, as
well as intollectual achievement. It is demanded for protection of political

rights.

Prepste for maple sugar making. If strawberry beds have not been
mulched, mulch now, oven though the manure or whatover is prepared be
pluced on the snow over the plants—gathar brush for peas—make poles for
beans, and form compost heaps.—Rural Netw Yorker.

White fowls whon dressed for market do not show pin-feather marks as
do the black bresds. Thisisa point in their favor which is worth considering.



