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TIHE ABSTAINER.

has censed to be w vefuge for theme 1fa
good Lectarer conld be procured some-
thing might be done to revive the cause
and to renovate the Clab.

“The MayHlower Club is in o still
worse state, and has dragged the *Yonth's
Refuge’ down along with it T 1hink
there is but little hope for the Cluba, *
» » An ellort was made to organize
Club in Lower Stewiacke, which move-
ment alarmed the ¢ Sons,” who immedi-
ately reduced their initiation fee to 2s.
6d., and their dues to Is, 3d. per quar-
ter. ‘They made a strenuous eflort, and
most of the young men have joined them.
# @ Qur common object is Temperancee;
Iet them go ahead and prosper.  ‘There
is still in Lower Stewiacke a ‘Temperance
Society of Iong standing.”

Our Qrder has at the present time but
158 members in Colehester; and from
the Report of Grand Division Sons of
Temperance, at last annual meeting, it
appears that there are (an equal num-
ber of Divisions and Clubs, viz., 4 of
each) but 122 Sons of Temperance in
that county.

‘This indicates a low state of Temper-
ance feelmg.  Have the imelligent peo-
ple of that noble cousity become luke-
warm towards this geand reform? Or
do other organizations still exist which
carry on the work silently? 1t so, why
not let their light shine that others, sve-
ing their good works, may follow their
exutmple ?

The Orders of tho ¢ Sons’ and of the
¢ Wai- amen’ have declined, as if the svil
were ungeninl to their growth. Friends
of morality, why this declension ?

In the county of Pictou our Order is
in a more flowrishing condition. It is
more prosperons in country localities then
in our towns and villagea. It now nom
bers 15 Clubs in operation, with 305
members. These Clubs are dispersed
throughout the whole county, and exist in
localities in which the Temperance ban-
ner was never before unfurled by any
organization.

The Watchmen have raised the Tem-

arance standard in communities in which
—ing Alcohol held undisputed sway for
ages; and regiments are envolled to de-
fend that banner from all aggression, and
go carry it further into the enemy’s coun-

The Ovder s naf and should not be ve-
garded ns o rival to that of the © Sons.”
Your New Glasgow correspondent says,
“We (the Sone) yegard them as para-
sites prowing ont of our Order, impairing
onr vitality and weakening our strength.”
This expression we regard as unforta-
mte, as it i3 caleulated to place the
Watehmen in a false position before the
publie.  Parasites we may be ; but facts
show that we have neither impaired the
vitality nor weakened the s rength of the
Order of the Sons cither in New Glas-
gow or elsewhere,

In the years 1850 and 51 the Sons
were ut their zenith in Pictou county.—
They then numbered 878 members—
They deereased greatly before the Wateh-
men Order was intvoduced.  1enee their
declension is atwributable to some other
cause.  The Watehmen Ovder have
proved to be an apuxiliary to the Sons,
and as a “goad in their side” stimulating
their energies.

TFrom returns to Grand Division itap
pears that New Glasgow numbered 10
members in 1850. In 1836 (April) it
numbered but 67 members, of which
26 were initiated during that quarter ; so
that its numbers must have been but lit-
tle over 80 in 1835. The return of Oc-
tober, 1856, shows a membership of 70.
ence the Division must have inerensed
about 40 members after the Watchmen
Clab was institused in that place.  In the
town of Pictou the Sons had decreased
from nearly 200 members in 1851 to 45

on © through envy and stefe” let us still
rejoice that the enuse progres<es.  Lwt
us not speak of other organuations as pa-
rasites, nor charze them with inpairing
vitahty amd weakening strengtlis but let
us wish them « God-speed” in their en-
deavours to redeemr u world from the
curse of intemperance.  There i3 need
of unauimity and coneentration of . effort
among all Orders.  Let us strive todraw
the cords which unite us still more close.
ly together that our strength may be the
greater,

In this county our magistrates have
taken a retrograde step.  ‘They have, at
the last meeting of Sessions, granted li-
cense to 13 taverns and 18 shops; total,
36 liceused housvs,  Last year license
was refused to all, and the vender had to
bear the responsibility of his trade; but
fthis year the magistrates, in the exerciso
{of their impartiadity, granted authority
to o certuin number to do all that the
trade produces. They have thus testified
their willinguess to shoulder the respon-
sibility, and of course to bear their shave
of the odium. Let them not be surprised
if they meet the odium of an indignant
people and outraged morality.

Last year the Svssions refused license
to all partice. No further cfort being
made (except the attempt of the Sons in
New Glasgow) to suppress the traflic
groggeries multiplied—the rummies en-
Joyed a jubilee and intemperauce became
rampant, This scason the unlicensed
Louses and many low haunts still scll,

in July 1856. In October, 1836, 1[.,,y|amd will continue to do 30, unless some
numbered only 38. But there the Wateh- j1nore resolute and determined effort 'be
men have also decreased from about 60 | made than has ever yet been made.  To
members in 1835 to 20 in 1857, Ilencetalk about regulating the existing evil
the Watchmen have not led to this sml;l’)’ granting a license to some to commit
declension of the Sons.  In the countr}/W‘e same evt! (b}'_ magisterial {“‘tl‘m‘“Y)
the Sons have increased from 122 inis all a farce. I the system s morally
1853 to about 200 in October, 1856.—1Wrong magisterial mthority cannot rew.

try.

The Watehman Order is not antago-
nistic to any Temperauce ovganization
whatever. It is similar to the organiza-
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tion of the Sous of T'emperance, and aims i

These figures show plainly that the Watcl-
men Order doers not weaken the Sons,
but strengthens them.

It may be said that the Wachmen Or-
der comprises many females. Of the 505
members between 70 and 80 are females,
The introduction of ladies to full mem-
bership I believe to be a beneficial and
commenduble feature of the Order, and
would recommend the adoption of the
principle to the Sons.

Our Order exhibits less vitality and
cnergy in towns and villages where Di-
visions exist than in country localities.

Your correspondent says “we are on
the best of terms.” True, as bodies we

at the sume object as regards Temper-:are; but still, here as elsewhere, the
ance and Prohibition. It differs from | Watchmen are regarded by some Sons
the Order of the Sons in that it does not | as “things of nought,”-or at best as “vain
corbine a “ Benefit Society” with that of, pretendes™ that should be suppressed—
Temperance. A Watchman cannot be as an aspirant rival that should not be
suspected to have joined the Order for | enconraged. If the good work of Tem-
the sake of pecuiiury benefits. ‘This we, perance and Prolubition be carried on,
consider au advantage, and affords a bet-, what matters.it what organization is most
ter test of Temperance principle. successful.  Even should it be carried

der it morally right. It must be evil,
and only evil contimuaity. )

Say they, “The liquor will be drunk,
and we may as well have a revenue from
|its use as have all evil and no benefit,
thence they that sell should pay for that
hiberty.”

Some justify the granting of licenses
upon the supposiiion that the sale of spi-
rituous liquors s necessary in public
louses for the convenience of the travel-
ling public.  This is falleey and delusion,
it not impozition. No such argument
can Bbe advanced in favour of shop li-
cense. Why then grant them?  Why
license some shopkecpers te vend liquors
and refuse it to others? Wheye is the
araument to justify such a procedure ?—
If it is right to enable a shopkerper to
|incn-:x<c lis gains by granting him a li-

cense, why not to all the Jittle shanties
who sell to keep themselves from becom-
ing a burden in the country as paupers ?
Many throughout the country tell us they
jsell 10 eari a livelihood, "Some bave




