Jaxvany 9, 1871.]

The half.yearly examination of the cadets
at tho Royal Military Academy, Woolwich,
togethor with tho distribution by Uis Royal
Highness the Duke of Cambridge, of the
prizes and commissions in tho Royal En-
gineers and Royal Artillery. is fixed for
Friday first, 16th instant. The Academy
will then close for the Christmas vacation,
and tho cadets Lo granted leayo of absence
for probably six weceks,
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ReciueNTarn Proxenns.—1It has been decid-
¢d, says tho Army and Nacy Fazette that the
Pionoer Forco of the Infantry Corps shall in
future bo composed of skilled artificers,
selected as follows :—Qne non-comuission-
cd officer (a carpenter by trade), threo car-
penters, two bricklayers, one sniith (able to
shoo horses), one mason (ablo to cutstone),
ono painter and glazier, two plumbers and
gasfitters.  Tho men aro to undergo an ex-
amination as to their qualifications—+* skil-
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led.” “ordinary,” or ‘superior’'—by the
Royal Engineer Department, aud, where
necossary, aro to be sent to Woolwich for
instruction. They aro not to Lo required to
perform fatiguo duties or to sorve in the
Quartermaster store, being considered as tho
regimental axtiticers,

‘The School established at Woolwich for
tho instruction of oflicers belonging to the
Reserve Forces has beon suspended until
the Ist of February next, twoclasses having
passed sinco its formaticn on the 1st of Oct.
‘Thoso officers who remained during Novem-
ber as well as Qctober, received thelodging
allowance for both months, a fact which will
probably encourago other oflicers to arrange
for two months' study. ‘Tho regulutions
provide that cxaminations of Volunteor
corps may be made by officers of the Royal
Artillery at headquarters instead of at the
School, and on Wednesday last, Colonel Mil-
man, R.A., examined and passed four offi-
cers of the 9th Xent Artillery at Plumstead.
leaving two officers of that corps yet to be
examined. All the sergeants passed, and
evory man of the establishment, together
with fifty supernumeraries, were declared
eflicient, the inspecting officer pronouncing
tho 9th Kent a model corps.

Practical instruction for both officors and
men is now thoorder of the day atour great
camp at Aldershot Last week, a divisional
order issued on Monday, directs that classes
are to be opened for the instruction of ca-
valry officers in field sketching, on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 2.30 p.m. “Ths course
commenced yesterday week, Tho ofticers of
| tho 3rd Dragoon Guards and 9th Lancers

" are being instructed by Captain Hutchinson,
' Royal Artillery, Garrison Instructor, in tho
‘Survey Office, Q. Lines, South Cawmp; and

the officers of the 12th Lancers are instruct-
!ed by Captain Robinson, Rifle Brigade, Gar-
,rison Instructor, in the Lecturc Room, Ca.
' valry Barracks. In the promulgation of the
*order for the course of instruction to com-
imence, it was stated that the Licutenant.
General commanding the Diyision trusted
that as many cavalry officers as possible
would avail themselves of tho opportunity
' of acquiring somae knowledge of o mostim
' portant part of their duties,

' Diaxoxrs axp  Draxoxpv-Currivg.—The
!cutting of " ondsis a modern art. It is
* suppose ~ ti: 4 Louis Van Borghem, or Ber-
guem, . .3 thofirst discoverer of cutting and
polishing liamonds by their own powder, in
* 1456 although some rude attempts iwere
made & hundred years before. Do pursued
tho calhing in Bruges, and established a
guild of diamond-cutters. Iiis pupils, how-
ever, loft Bruges on account of tho intoler-
ance of tho priests, and established them-
selves in Amsterdam. Cardinal Mazarin
patronized this industry greatly he caused
the diamonds in the French crown to bo re-
cut, and thoy obtained tianco the name of
twelvo Mazarins. His example caused r
tasto for jewels to prevado all classes. At
this period Paris possessed seventy-fivo
diamond.-cutters, who were well employed.
Later, however, the trade declined, and from
that time diverted to Amsterdam, whero
several thousand persons, mostly of the
Jewish religon, aro now occupied as dia.
mond-cutters. Tho largest miils are thoso
of Mr. Coster, who employs from 500 to 600
men. By tho way, thero is & method by
which aspurious diamond may ho detected
even by the unskilful. A set diamond may
bo tested by plactug wax onits back.. Tho
lustre of & truo gem will not bo affocted by
this operation, whilo tho spurious brilliancy
of pasteimitation will be totally destroyed by
it—dmcrican Artizan.




