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,%round the sides Sa that it looked as if il wcrc a
stocking filled ta its greatest capacity. Then site rose,
gazed at lier arrangements wiîli a smile, and left tRie
roani.

Mr. Rawley slipped off lus coat and drcw Rus feet out
of luis slippers; tlien, as gently as if ivas possible for
him, lie got inoa bed and covered lîinseif up ta luis chiitu.
Ile was trembling witli pleasurable excitenient.

IlIf it squeals,- lie said ta iniisei, Ilit will bc tRue
sanie as the alarm clock at seven, but I must flot w'ait
far clîlier ai theai."

Ttiraing toward lais wifc lie gave lier a littie pusla.
IlMartlia," said lie, Il it's limne ta gel Up." Site

opened lier eyes and lookcd at hlm, sleepily.
IIs it seven o'clack?" site asked.
aNat quite," said lie, "but it is Clurisîîinas inorruing.

Mcrrv Churistmias, my denr ! You otuglit to gul up aîîd
sec wbat is in your stocking 1

In a moment site was wide awake. "lOhi yes, let us
look at aur sîackings! " site cried, and witli titis site
baunced out ai bied. Alinast ini the saine second David
was an tRue floor and liadt tauclied tRie buttan af tRuc
electric liglut.

At first Mrs. Rawlcy stapped, astonislued, flot scing
her stacking hanging wluere site liad put it. mlien pier-
ceiving it on tlîe cuslîian, apparentîy sîuffed w'.y full,
site imniediately imagined Ihat it wvas sa licavy tluat kt
liad dropped, and staoped ta pick it up. As site did so,
hawever, site drew back witlu a cry.

"' It niaves," she exclainied. "l It is sanîeîliing
alive 'a

41 hope so," said Mr. Rawîey, wlîa was naw croucli-
ing by hier. «*1 shauld have been tcrribîy sliocked if
il had died.Y

Mirs. Rowley Iooked at him in stupefaction. feore
site cauld speak hawever, thiere was a convulsive niove-
ment of the sîocking, a very uittle fist wvas tlurust frarn
it, and the' upper part of anc of its severed sides (ll
back. Mrs. Rawley restraitLed a scream. "lIt is a
baby 1 " she cried.

IYes," said lier husband, Il tliat is whaî il is.
Santa Claus nmust bave Iliauglit it ivould be useful,
especially in holiday limes, and tlien again, (lie mentioned
it ta me in confidence) lie couRt] fot think of anytiig
else which would sol wcll fit that stocking 1'

Mrs. Rowlcy did flot answer. Site stoopet] and
gcntly took up the baby. Site sat on the floar and lie!d
il in hier Rap. It fixed its round eycs upon lier and
feebly smiîed.

"lDavid Rtowley," said she, 44wliere did titis came
from ?"'

"1You must ask Santa Clauis about tliat," said lic.
"At least, yau can ask two of lus assistants wlîo arc

down stairs. Gond wonien both,-and they wilI assurc
yau îlîat cvcrything is aIR righit.-

The' two womnen were kept waiting a 'long lime,
downstairs, but nt last MIrs. Ilowley, %vho %vas now
sitting in a chair with lte bab 'y in lier arnis, toRd lier
husband that lie niight go down and a*k theni wJ
comc up.

'lBut before 1 go," said lie, 1 want yau ta know thaI
I have naîned il. I have nanued it jane Ruwlcy, aftcr
my mother."

"lWhy dhîln*t yau vaine il aficr nie? shce askced
quickly.

No, indced, Mýadamie," sait] he. - Tlicrc's nevcr ta
be but ane Marîlia lZowlcy in tiis world for nic. Tht
is the' reasan 1 was sa quick about tV'

Now NIrs. Rowley grcatly disliked tie nanic of janc,
lbut of course, undcr the circunistances, sitc cauld not
Say sa.

*1 Vould youî nind," sitc akcd, "I if wc cali it
Christmas jane ?"

I1 woulda't nîind it a bit,"1 said lie.
Chrissy is growing up ta bc a fine girl, and] consi-ler-

ing tRie marner af lier introduction into the Rowlcy
famuly, kt is na: likcly that site wull evcr fait ta bang upi
ier' st-cking an Christmas cve.

1Iluis good il is for those wha arc bcrcavcdl and] sotrwful
thaI aur Chiristian festivals point forwaàrd and tipward as wcll
as l)ackward; that thc ctcrîial jay ta whicli wc arc drawing
ever necarer is linked ta the carrlîly joy wluîcl lias 1pisscd
aways
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T//EHOME C/R CLE.
A DESIRE.

oh tu have dwelt, in Iletileheuî
%Vnen the star of the Local bibu btight 1

'r' tid have tlteraid the 1112 w*a"rIjgt
Oa that bloésed Christ,., uight i

To have ki.ssd the tender, wayworn feet
(>1 tie. mother utndetlied,

Aîîd, with reverent, wooder sud dei deliglît.
'ru hAye i.adored tiîc IlfIy Catid

Hitsh! tuch a g.Iory watt not far thec;
Buat thàt UArd nay st bce tiie

Fur are thtre naL little unes atill to &id
Fur the saike of tbe Cu.Id divine?

.'t'e thora nu waudertag viîgriizîs now.
Tu" tiuy hear. sud tiuy hineî ta take?

Atd re thora nu iiiotiu's wiuose wcatry hearts
Yeu ciiu coufort flt t ,ar sake?

Oh to la ve kueit ai. Jesus' fout.
Auj tu have learut ls iueâveuiy lare 1

1'. hiave ltstened ibe goutte lessons lie taught
Ou moutitain, and maa, and siture !

Wnutti vie r1gb and the nîighty koew liait out.
'ru have nieekiy donc lits îI!

Ilush ! for the worldly- tejact Juan 3'<t,
Vu cari serve aîad love Iliti li.

'lallie caunot ience lits mîgnty worde,
AndI tiîuugb egos have (led aitaiy.

lits gentie atxrnt of luve divine
sibeak to yout outi to.day.

ACHRISTMAS LESSON.
Chrisaixas is cssenîially a heart festival. It is a tiie

flot onîy for rccalling the buii ai Bcîhleliciiis babc, but for
dweîliiug upon the wondcrlut significancc o i 'e Incarnation.
"lGot] nanifest in the flcsh," is the way the Apostle puis it.
WVbat a condesccîîsian that Gad should staop ta cattu and]

assumei a liîan fatm and becoine partaker ai aur nature!
WVhen Webstcr read Clualmners' great sermon an 41 tic
wonders af the tulescope" bis reasan and his failli wcre
shaken : liaw could a divine 1Being wha cecatet] unnunuberet]
sysucais of worlds, ecbcl circltng araund a central sun, sop
ta one ai the smiallcbt ai the planets and caficcrn liiself
wiîlî aur petty cares? BIut the great preacher dclivercd
anatiier sermon, in wluich, lie dqclî upon the wonders of the
microscope, showung that in tRie lîtîle ralled up searcd lcaf
af i ~nter blawn hitixur and yan, iliere lay securely wrapped
and protcLed ftcri e snow and tRuc cald a miniature world
tRiat sluould awaken and icase with the coming ai Sitting.
Tin the great statesman concludcd that if God could cate
for the little insccts that glittur in the suni and luraîc t:em
iri their long NN'istuîr slcep, He cauîd care for imîîuortal mari:
auid sa bis lalîli came back ta him. Even so, Go<l who
regardcmh tRie sparraws fail and clatîtes the liiies oftlie field
will nat Rase stght af maai, wha is laio mare value thau niany
slparraws." lhic infinite condescension !-tuink, afiut,
btrcavcd one, who mtisses a famîliar vaîce and a vanishet]
hand ai tRuc Christmas table. Hc taak the belovcdl one,
but îlot fur ane mtient lias lie (orgattcn you ; lie will came
in aîîd lie your Ctirîstinas guest if you wili pecrmit Iflint.
ThI'unk afiij, agcd anc wîîlu heut Ion and] aliniiiid cycs
looktng tawards sutîset ;-He knaws yaur weakness, lic
secs your fadtinug rittur.gtli : lt-an upon Hîni and rand linu
yorurlperltect sitcngthi. Tie infitiiîc conidcsccnisioîî !-think
of it yaoung marn and young iideîx; pontier it, oId, and
iiiiddlc-igud, atid young. Lect us aIl appropr;ate the tessoni
-tRie lesson ai Iîuuilîy and self-abncg;ttiosi and trust. Let
us lai ta sink self in the work before us ; ta work unlaltcr-
iigîy along tl-e lI -e markeqd for us, seckiîîg îlot aur own but
wliat îs Gad's: wc hiave but ta do and Icavc rcsults witu
Haîm. Sa cloing %Ça shail fullfil te nablesi purpase ai
living, and] fit ou-selves ta bc inhlahitants of cternai anansions
in tRie hecavens--for.-t honte in tRuc slics -

For Pâtath catinot enter there.
.ànd w. %hallI meut ag&in."

CAML ME FOR TH4E FIRST TRAIN.
'Thle licé oi a commercial traveller is bath liard ant]

dangcrous. lie scRis gouds ail day andi rides aIR niRht. Aiu
accident on the road niay kîi or crîpple liii. Lxposîtîe
iuay dcvelojp constiniptian, or ilcaoked food niay nuali
iiînî a d)sl)eplir. tr is assailcd by temipuations wliîclîwauld
Rue pawetit-ss amid the rcsîraiths ai hontie. luit wcaranes;
ai îîind andi body. and the îîeccssity ai Rîeing fr.cndly witlt
cuistonicrs, atten tenipts himn ta do ibat eluicli degrades lits
soul and ctitctebles lis b.t]y. lic is ta bc congratulatet] if


