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and Egyptians. But to put a band of inatcriat as
cold as steel round the neckc-the tenderest sec-
lion of the huinan frame --lu a Canadian winter, %vouId
be crtîclty of the inost xvanton kind if it wcre forced
upantus conitrarytoitir will. But inasintichas wvcbow
like Sa nmany slaves ta thc dictates of fashion we stilfcr
the wiling miartyrdomn. And yet no doubt a vast pro.
portion of cases of catarrh and throat discases could bc
traced pasitively to the cold linen collar. A few Cana-
dians do revoit froni the thraldonx, but thcy "rc in a
iminority smalicr than Gideon's band or the Spartans
whlo stood againýt tise hasts of Persia at 'Ihermopylae.

AN ODE TO CANADA.

Awake. mycauintry, the hour is great with change.
Untier this gloom vihicli yet obscures the landi,

From ice-blue sîrait anti 51cm Laurentian range
To wliere giant peaks aur western bountis commandi

A deep vaice stirs, vibrating in mnen 's cars
As if tlic; own hearts throbbed that thur.dcr forth.

A sounti whercin xvha licarkens wisely hears
The voice of Ilie tiesire of this strang Northi -

This Narthi whose be.art of lire
Yet knaws flot ils tiesire

Clearly. but dt~ms, and murmurs in the tiream.
The hour afdtreamr is donc. La, on Ilie huis the glttam

Aw'! my country, the hoaur af tircam is donc!
Dau1bt nol, nor dreati the grealness af thy fate,

Tho' faint souls fýar tihe keen, confranîing sun.
Anti fain wvould bait the morna of spientior xvait.

Tho' tircamers, rapt in starry Vissa ras, cry,
-La, yon thy future, yon thy faith, thy fame

Anti stretch vain hantis t0 stars, thy fame is nigh.
Here ira Canadian hearth, anti honse anti name

Thsis name whicls yet shail glowv
Till ail the nahioni know

Us for a patriot people, lieart and banti,
Loyal ta aur nativr earth,-ouraown Canadian landi1

0. strong hearîs, guarding the birîhrigbt of aur glory,
WVorth your best blood this herilage thal yau guard!

Those mighty streams resplentent xvith aur stary,
These iran coasts by rage of seas unjarreti,-

\Vhat fieldis of peace these bulwarks %vill secure 1
WVbat vales of plenty Ihose caim flootis supply!

Shal flot aur lave this raugh, sx'eet landi make sure.
Her bountis preserve inviolate, though wc due?

O. strang hearts of the North,
Let flame your layalty forth.

And put the craven and base ta an open shame,
flI earth shall Iuxow the Chilti af Nations by bur nama-'

-CilAq. G. D. RoBERTS.

THE SWISS SILK TRADE.

The silk tratie, which is the aldest intiustry in Swit zerland. err
ploys 59.000 persans. anti thus ranks second in importance amnng
the traties of the country. Silk spinning anti weaving. whicb have
been carniet on as a home indtsstry ever since the 13111 century. are
now fast becaming a branch af factory ]abor. The number af
bandloomns still in use is, however, very consitierable, anti oniy
27,819, Or about .38 per cent of the total number of persans cm
ployeti. work in factaries. Silk is cultivated in thc Canton of Ticino,
where it accupies Saime 2,000 hantis; the other principal branches
a! the tratie are the manufacture of silk yarn anti sewing thrcati,
coarse spinning anti weaving. Stuif wveaving is carrieti on chiefly
at Zurich anti ribbon %veaving at Bale. Switzerlanti produces, in
proportion ta ils population, eleven limes as much siik ribbon as

France and forty' limes «as asc .1 ngafl( The m1ajority of
persons ecuployei su the tre'de are wvomen. ant i n,thc wcaving and
windeng departnaecnts the proportion of femnales rcacl --s 92 pet cent.
\Vcavcrs, both mien anti wampn, cari an awerage wage of i fr. 2-s c
ta i r. .38 c., andi ttîrOwenrs f r 06 c. ta 1 fr. 31 c per wceck. TI'lîsc
figures inchide boine andi factory workcrs. anti the average is
reduceti by the fact tbat the wvages of olîl persans -anti chlidren are
iIIcIlid in the calculation. In 1882 the 'average .1111uai Wag9c Of
sîik winders employeti ina factories was 35 fr - that Of tlirowers
.10o fr.. anti tient of wçcavcrs 704 fr.

'fli following detmis with re'gardl lu thse wages of siik.wor<ers
were given by Vr. .ýciulcr in fais report for r887 [le states that
the general average of xvamcn sveavurs is 3 fr. a day. that ai spoolers
a fr. 5oýý Iii onc large factory. wlhure a public agitation hand been
matie about thc loxv ratc of wagcs. it was fomiti that the fortniglitly
average for W'eavcrs wvas 32 (r Sa c., warpers 3o fr. 5ý c., assistanits
On " self-*actors.' 33 fr. G5 c., carders 25 fr. (4 c., spoolers 30 fr. 9 c.,
willders 2.1 Ir- 71 c. Waofcrs (mostlY cliildren witli irregular warlc)
18 Ir. 19 c.

WV,-tvtn- ib gentrally paîid by the plece. andtihe tutal earrnîngs
tlserelore v ary accurdîîîg lu the sii andi speeti uf tl.e we.er. *Li

the ailier depattmcent of the trade tiniewark is the raite.

S5ilk-workers mosîiy belong ta a comparatively well-to-do class
*Ihe wamen are the daugliters of farmers, anti wlien thcy marry
they generally leave the factory. Tiscy arc seldom obligeàti h
depend on tiîir carrnings for a livelihood, an<î enter the crade
chiefly bzcause il is a cdean, picasant occupation, anti becauise their
earnings are of great assistance ta thc agricultural enterprises of
their families.

The presence o! oxide of leati in the jacquard wcaving rooms
was for mnerly injurious ta tise health of the warkcrs, but tdais danger
xvas removeti by the Federal Circular of 1884.

,The future of the Sîviss siik industry is regarded with c"
si derable anxiety. The ligh ratcs of tIse new French tari!! pi .î

cally close the French market t0 many articles of Swiss mannufac.
turc. while the new treaty wvsîli Germany imposes a duty of c3Q
pet quintal on sil< tissues. The tievelopmnent of the silk intiustry
in the United States wvill further tend to decrease ýhe exports ta
îliat couniry, wbile tie treaties recently concludeti with Aust;ia,
Hungary, Italy and Spain are flot conside red by the trade as IiJceJy
ta ativance their business relations with tîsose countries

COLONIAL WOOL SALES

At the Lnndon wool sales this monlh Frenîch buyers matie
large purt.has.s. AmecriLan buyers biJ fairly. taliing about î,2jao

bales during the entire series. Priccs at the opcning of tic series*
were on a par with those prevailing at the close af the December
sales. Thereafter they became lcss firm. The prices af best meri-
nos were unchangeti, while the others xvere r•d. fower. Tise finer
crcssbreds were also a .!2d. Iawer. Coarse crossbreds accasioaially
solti >d. b2tter. Cape of Giod Hope anti Natal %%ools %vere front

lu ta lower, with the excception of snow whites. which were
ý2ti. higher. There wvere taken for export 140.000 bales. Home
buyers took 8.9,ooo bales, anti -40.000 bales were carricti farward.
About 250.000 bales of Australian xvool were offereti anti 25,000
sverc lefi on lianti for the next sales, which avili commence on the
271h inst. 1-bere xvas a good anti large selectan of New Zealanti
crossbrcds. Thle following are saine of the q1uotatioess for merino
conxbings . Noorong combings, 9Y5d.. W.W.W., )ti. ta sati. Coin.
badell. Syzd.. Eunonyharya, gd.. Broughton, 9%d. ta ladt.; Eider.
zoti.- Russell, iad. ta ioý/zd.; Gon- 3.d ta gti., \elltawn, é. ta1
gd.*: Terrick, Sl. t0 8,>jd.; Lansdiowne. 8di. t0 lS34d., Ellangowan,
lS,V2d. ta 9 ,ý.d.. cj)ueensland, L.L>., 8,ý,d., Haw]serBfungaree (Adcîaitie),
8Sd. ta c)d. At the Cape anti Australian waoleti slicep shins sale,
values for conibings wvere about steady. wvith a sliglît casing off for
clothing parcels. The East Indi 'a taisteti sheep skias. were gene.
raliy xc. down from lasi sales. Tise importations from Amcrica
radier upset the mx-rkct for tannecl skins.


