IN NOYA SCOTIA AND TIHE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

f;r‘:;Ch in chﬂ_.md. Qn the 23th December
) ¥ Was ceichrated In every parish in the
and the tiree-hund
eveny,

o The iaterval betwesn the two dates
8t

historinal period of Seotland. Befyrs
the 'I(Eth century, it was a land of fubles and
traditions, of hersie desds anl stormy pas-

slons.  Then it came forth full-grown, and

took its pluce asa power in the worll. It

sent forth Lis sons to teach and to lead in old
*orlds, 1o discover and colomjse in new,

]:Lnnx wag the founder of that new
&Scotchmen which has so flouvishad in the

would from that day to this. e was n trus

ing of men. Like John the Baptist, the
atmospherg of courts counld not con‘i~upt‘~ hin;

When queen and barons, priest and pr‘ela:n.

thought only of their selfish intevests, l:'e,

spoke for the people, for education, for free-

dom, political and religious. . y

. as ever lived, brave as Luther
g Wallace, was our John Knox. '
1 . What has Seoteh Protestantizm done dur
; ing the last 800 vears? Not so much i
i Bcotland as mizht have beeu expect d(f)“ .
its vitality. It has nat conyer N to the e
L \ it conyerted to the na-
tional type of Presbytery the upper classes
zho are, almost to a man, Episco})alians. » VI:
as not Protestantized those ten thousands
of Irish Romauists who have flocked to its
shores. It has not even rooted out the
powerful remnants of P ‘
the Reformation have
Gomons of the land,

patriotic-as

.po(gfeg‘ed mauy fair
0 —iu Glensivet, Moidar
lef, and in the South ay wellt’azi?rlxdi;xt
by c:;th: It lias not been sufficiently generous
ANnC expansive to keep the whole family united
pnder one roof-tree, And why has it ti
pot fulfilled its 02 DBecause
33':1:3 il:qb:c'ame_ .]')owerful,' it‘v'(as the first to
feny 8 own spirit and principles. It became
: dlerant and persecuting, It bonnd itself
Y inelastic hands like those w
‘dlgnan.l]y cast off, And w
proseription and perseeution had
pumshment of such unfaithfy]
upon it.  Thus does every ing
a3 every muan reap as it sows.
§cotlund it has not done so much out of
Seotland it has done more than was "2\'0;"3])-
ticipated. It has made Scotchmen proverbial
for the qualities of sound thinking and steady
acting, tm: reverence and upri;;'i.nness. Look
Sor them in positions of trust, or where soif-
;:)c;nstrctl and sugacity are needed, and you will
) 0?41:- eoto f?nd them: for example, on board
nard zi;:‘ean steamshlps, whether on the Cu-
Piry na\'vL’ OEI the Mediterranean, in the Turk-
Beoter ,lox elsex\"lxere, should no une else be
Sailiny dolé engineers are sure to be sn,
" h'l"oad“é\cﬂ;)ehlhmnbc, you will hear little
afficon. Ando’ }: from that scetion of the
Lake Com :t any of my readers ever Visit
Ttalian to s );ﬂkley need not brush up their
ot Lnnarks%‘ir to the engineer. The dialect
Thros b " will be much more acceptable.
¢ hundred years hied come and gone

Bat if in

complete mission? Because |
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csince the Reformation, and it was a fitting
“time for the Presbytorians of Scotland’ ta

dredth anviversary ¢f the .

pausze and take a steady losk back on the

past and forward into tie future. They had

to thank God for blessings, to reproach thems
selves for shortcomings, They were sum,

,moned t forgive and forget, to bury rival-
Pries and hatrels, to shako hands with eaeh
“other, and pray God for the larger heart and

fumily of

As true a man

the % wider day.”  In moany parts of Scotland
this was done, and done well. In other parts,
sectarianism with its hard shibboleths was
too rampant. Some months before, the Free
shurch had tried to get up a celebration
which it would have all to 1ts-If; and the
same men who headed that one were the
chief obstacles to worthily celebrating the
day that the whole Presbyterian heart of the
nation had agrveed upon. But in Glasgow,
the great eapital of Presbyterianism, the
harsh notes of hydra-headed sect were hushed
for the occasion, and there was none so bold
as to awake them. A half-holiday was almost
universally given and taken, and in the after-
noon there was scrvice in all the churches.
In the evening a magnificent meeting wag
held in the City Hall, at the close of which it
was announced that the representatives of
eight different Churches had been present,
There were only four thousand people in the

: Hall, simply because not another person
opery that ever since |

could get even an inch of standing room.
There was present the vast proportion of the
wealth and intelligence, the worth and noble-
ness of uld St, Mongo’s city. Three winisters
of the Established Church (Dr. Hill, Dr. Mc-
Leod, and Mr. Cochrane) took part in the
procecdings ; two of the Free Churen; and
two of the U. P. body. Of course | cannot
bere attempt to give even an outline of the

. addvesses delivered. Dr. McLeod gave what

| was without doubt the speech of the evening,

‘ Rich it had in- ! Tt was fair and manly, for it paid al} homago
hen the days of { to Romanism for the good it had done; and
rassed, the | that Tam sorry to say
ness remained | few Protestants ever do, He spake of the
titution as wel} |

is a thing that very

unity of Protestantism as a real thing under-
lving all outward differences. Is it the unity
of a living Church, or of a dead churchyard
that is desired? The unity of epirit of the
vast audience in the Hall, or the unity of
corpses stretched out, head to head? Yor
thus diverse is the unity of Protestantism
from that of Papery. . .

1 was never present at a more mteresting
meetiug. It was surely a “sign of the times”
to see on the same platform the representa-
tives of the great Protestant ‘hurches, mani-
festing the union apivit if not making an out:
ward union, and speaking to each other in
love instead of in *gunpowder specches.”
It was gurely a striking fact to see the preces
dence and leadership admitted to our national
Church by all, and in that very city in which
some years previously Mr. Sprott says a man
could not live unless ne were a Free Chureh.
man. Such meetings arc gurely harhingerd




