IN NOVA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK AND ADJOINING PROVINCES.

of the report, which was second by Mr
Campbell Swinton (elder.)

Dr Bissett rose in make a few remarks in
reference to the report, but they were very
impatiently listened to, and at one part in-

terrupted. Uitimately, after some remarks .

by Admiral Sir Willam Hope Johndtone, the
report was unanimously approved of.

EXTRACTS PROM MODERATOR'S CLOSING AD-
DRESS.

It gives me unfeigned delight to remind
you of the full, satiafactory, and encouraging
reports which we have received from the con-
veners of the several committees which eon-
duct and oarry on the great mistionary and
educational schemes of our Church.

venture to tkink, judiciously 80, as the prac-
tice tended to lengthen out unduly our sede-
runts, which the urgent necessities of indis-
pensable business render sufficiently fatiguing;
yet Z may assure these committees and their
conveners that, although the form is dropped
the Ausembly, and the Church at large, do
not less gratefully appreciate the importance
and value of their services. (Applause)—

And al- |
though formal votes of thanks from the chair
have ceased to be communicated, and, as I
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bewildered under the incumbs of cruel idols.
tries and many.coloured ruperstitions, and
thus to raise it to the knowledge and worship
of the one true and living God, and of Him
whom the great Father of all sent to redesm
the nationa, ‘I'he same train of remark might
| be extended and used in reference to our co-
Innial possessions,  Sixty years ago, these
were few, Lheir population amall, their com-
mercial importance 1nsignificant, our know.
ledge of their religious wants imperfect, and
accordingly little active Christian sympathy
was felt, or perhaps could justly be expected
tu be feit in their favour.  When our fatners
who preceeded us, are ac-used of callous in-
difference—of an utter deadness and insensi-
bility to the momentous behest to preach the
Gospel to all nations, 1aid on His servants
by the Saviour on the eve of His ascension,
I cannot help thiuking the charge somewhat
unfair. It seems to me to procred on a mis-
apprehension of the histurical position which
our forefathers occupied, on a forgetfulness
i or misrepresentation of the circumstances in
| which they were p.aced, and of the immedia:e
l influences to which they were subjected. It
i is easy to say that no circumstances should
paralyze and deaden our high sense of duty

‘The demands made upon the time of the con- ' to spread abroad the Gospel of Jeaus, and
veners & 1d their acting committees, the at- ! that this never can be, without involving in
tendance required, the mass of correspon- | guilt the parties so inflaenced, and laying
dence to be conducted, the zeal, tempered | them open to a chargs ot disloyaliy to their

with discretion and prudence, nccessary to be
exercised for the succeseful conduct of our

schemes, are sometimes not sufficiently re. !

cognized. An infallible wisdom do-s not be-
long to thesa committees ; but it is neither
wise nor generous te subject them to a jealous
suspicion, or severely lo reprimand casual
errors of management. On the contrary,

they merit the cordial and stedfast encourags- ;

ment and supp.art of all the office-bearets and
friends of the Church. (Applause.)

It must necessarily be a characteristic fea-
ture in every true Church of Christ, that ahe
earnestly sets herself to the high duty of ex-
tending the influence of Christ’s Gospel.—
‘The duty, no doubt, may exhibit its claims
for immediate adopticn more urgently in one
direction than in anotber. The Britiech
Churches may seem to have he>n slow of re-
cognizing their duty in reference to the per-
ishing heathen ; but to have a Christian inte-
rest awakened into active exertion in bebalf
of idolatrous nations, knewledge and infor-
mation regarding their condiiion are required.
This is necessary to creats sympathy and to
bestir to action. How little was generally
known of our great Indian empire some sixty
years ago ; the means scarcely then existed
of ariginating and cherishing in the minds of
the Cbristians of these lands the inapiring
conviction that duty to their Divire Lord
sumnmmoned them to navigate the sea—to erect
in the dietant East the Saviour's Cross, and
to pour the light of His gospel in upon the
eabtle Eqetern mind, which Jay degraded and

great Lord: (Applause.) This ismost true.
But before deaduess is argued from as a pre-
mise, it might be just to ascertain that spirit-
jual life had beeome absolutely extinct, or
! whether only it was manifesting itself in a
| direction which we have not perceived. Each
{ age in Christ’s Church may have a call to
| some especial duty, as individual Christians
may have s precise field indicated for their
pecaliar cultivation. Andrew firat found his
own brother, and brought him to the Lord.
The Eleven were to preach the Gospel 1o
every creature, but they were 1o begin at Je-
russlem. And when the Jews turned a deaf
ear to the invitation, the Apostle praclaimed
his resolve to enter on another field, *¢ Lo,we
turn to tbe Gentiles,” Who can doubt that
Paul was tutored and trained into meetness
for his bigh funotion as Apostie of the Gen-
tiles, by his travels in heathen lands, and by
perscnal ~bservation of keathen superstition ?
In a vision of the night, he saw & man of
Macedonia, and his appeal was % Coms over
and help us:” the Lord thus seeming 10 in

dicate thet his servant required the stimula-
ting aid of personal observation. Who shall
question that the overflowing idoiatry of Ath-
ens—the very eye of Greece—and over which
the glory of an exquisite literature yet shed
departing rays of light, but light enough only
to enable her wiseat sons to inscribe the altar
to the unanown God, who shall question that
the acoffing sneers of the inquisitive savans
of Mars Hill, and the childish eredulity of
the simple islanders of Melita, alike coatri.




