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questions put by the American Government and according to

the exact words of the latter, conmstitute a ‘public declaretion

as to the conditions upon which the war could be terminated.’

“ President Wilson desires more: he desires that the belligerent

powers openly affirm the objects which they seek by continuing

the war; the allies experience no difficulty in replying to this

request. Their objects in the war are well known; they have .
heen formulated on many occasions by the chiefs of their divers

Governmenis. Their objects in the war will not be made known

in detail with all the equitabie compensations and indemnities

for damages suffered until the hour of negotiationd. But the

civilized world knows that they imply in all necessity and in the

first instance the restoration of Belgium, of Serbia, and of Mont-
enegro, and the indemnities which are due them; the evacuation
of the invaded territories of France, of Russia, and of Koumania
with just reparation; the reorganization of Europe, guaranteed
by a stable settlement, hased alike upon the principle of nation-

alities, on the right which all peoples, whether small or great,
have w the enjovment of full security and free economic develop-
ment, and also upon territorial agreement and international
arrangements so framed as to guarantee land and sea fromtiers
against unjust attacks; the restitution of provinces or territories
wrested in the past from the allies by force or against the will
of their populations, the liberation of Italians, of Slavs, of Rou-
manians and of Tcheco-Slovaques from foreign domination;
the enfranchisement of populations subject to the blecody tyranny
of the Turks; the expulsion from Europe of the Ottoman Empire,
which has proved itself so radicaily alien to Western civilization.
The intentions of His Majesty the Emperor of Russia regarding
Poland have been clearly indicated in the prociaination which
he ht & just addressed to his armies. It goes without saying that
while the allies wish to liberate Europe from the brutal covetous-
ness of Proesian militarism, it never has been their design, as
has heer: alleged, to encompass the extermination of the German
peoples and their political disappearance. That which they
desire above all is to insure a peace upon the principles of liberty
and justice, upon the inviolable fidelity to inter...tional obliga-
tion, with which the Government of the United States has never
ceased to be inspired.

“United in the pursuit of this supreme objective the allies
are determined, individusliv and collectively, to act with all
their power and to consent tu all sacrifices to bring to a victorious
close a conflict upon which they are convinced not only their own
safety and prosperity depends, but also the future of civilization
itself.” '




