
NOTES, REVIEWS AND COMLMENTS. [s

stem, wv1ich would serve as a hasis of classification for the North
Amnerican Coniferoe. Since then, soniewhat extended opportunities for
verification and coniparison have been offered, and the presenit synopsis
is noNw given iii thc helief that it emibodies wvhat rnay be regarded as
final deductions.

Thue classification as at prescrnt outlined, indicates that the Taxa-
ce.-c and Coniferie nmust be regarded as distinct familles. It also shows
that amnong th~e Coniferoe, the genera hieretofore recognized as distinct,
are seqarable frorn one another on anatornical grounds with the excep-
tion of Cupressus and (ChIanmecylparis, between which there is no
adequate ground of differentiation. They are, however, conibined in
the former genus, of which there are two sections, Cupressus proper
and Chamoecyparis.

Additioiza/ Notes oiz Fossil Spouges and otiier Oigaiiic Rei/ns
fomn t/le Qiiebec Gr-oii at Lit//c .A'etis, l3y- Sir J. William
Dawson, LL.D., F.R.S., with descriptions and rcmarks on
somne of the specimens, by Dr. G. J. Hinde, F.G.S., etc.

This paper is intended as a continuation of that on the saine sub-
ject published in the transactions of the Royal Society of Canada for
1889.

It notices, in the flrst place, the presenit state of our knowledge of
the rocks of the Quebec group of Sir \IlinLogan, as developed on
the South shore of the St. Lawrence, below Quebec, and especially at
Little Metis Bay ; with the sub-division of these rocks resulting froin
the recent observations and collection and study of fossils by the officers
of the Geological Survey of Canada, and by Prof. Lapworth. Fromi
these it would appear that the beds at Little ïMetis which have afforded
50 mnany interesting species of fossil sponges, mnay be referred with somne
certainty to the upper p)art of the Sillery serieý:, the lowest mnember of
the Quebec g roip ; and which should probably he regarded as equi-
valent to the lower Calciferous of the interior of the continent, and inas'
therefore be held to be on the confines of the Camibrian and Ordovician
Systeras.

T1hat the beds of the Lower Camibrian wverc already hiardcned and
la process of denudation at the timne when the Sillery Series wvas laid
dowui, is evidenced by the fact that in the conglomierate almost immie-
diately overlying the sponge-beds, boulders occur holding O/ene//u(s and
other characteristic Lower Cambrian fossils. This fact, observed last
summer, is noticed in the paper, wvith a list of these fossils.

Attention wvas then directed to the resuits of recent excavations in
the sponge-beds, revealing sortie new formis and new facts with reference
to those previously knowii; special mention is mnade of the giant sponge
referred by D)r. Hinde to a newv genus 1>a/aosacczis, and described by
him in the London Geological Magazine ; and to the occurrence of a

las.


