
Fi -Ild-Ntîîrali,,th' Club. Soute of these societies- <iualwitit litur1ary and
historical subjects onl1Y , others coniin'i- tittir obtservaitions lar-gely to but
onue bt'ancli of Natural Hisitorvy ; while of otîters, again, owving to the
very tlotibtfi policy of' leaviîtg te manageent iii the hands of men

who, fr-ont business engaîgemtents or advattcing vears, do uiot possess

the necessary aiitouiis to ke'up the societies' aiii protiniently to the
front, or,) in iact, to kee) te society itaicîf adi% e iii its fuliest sense, it is
to bu féar-et they have failenl rapidly inito the background andi are flot
conspicuious for the aniount of scientifie wvork due. In Pone of thiese,
probably, or at ieast iii very fe'v, is there any atten>t~ at obtaining a
ineutbershil) outzide of the city in which the society is iocate-d ; and it
is iii titis partîcular respect, if in no other, that titis society litas aiready
secured a proninient place ii te fact, tat oui' iieinbershiî) eveun 110W

embraces per*sotns froin Nova Scotia to B3ritisih Coltinbia.
At the last mieeting- of the Royal Socicty of Canada a sciie wvas

suggested for tbe acquisition and evrangreitmet utf varioub scientific data,
suci, for' instance, as the arrivai andi departure of oui' birds, te firait
flowering, of plants, te putting forth of the leaves oitLite var jus kindi
of foreait trees, and other kindred subjects, 'vork whicl litas been done
locally by the nienbers of this society ever silice iLs org.mnization. By

many of us, however, I Linhii it wiil Le adiititteti that, wvhite tie Royal

Society, fruni iLs elevated position a; te leading literary and scienrific
society of Canada, stands iit a particulariy favorable position in regard.

to iLs aimalier, andi 1 tink 've ntay aiiow the expression, sister societies
iii literatutre, science andt art, to lend the support of iLs gteat influence
to ail those wvbich, as workiiuîg organizations, nhust ever bu the great
g«ULierers and collaborateurs as regards te inaterial. froin wvhicli
scientific conclusions rnay be derivei, te 'vork itselt' must and can. oniy

bu done by persoats laborin.ý actively ii te outdoor realms of Nature,
and iii actuai contact wvitit the things wvhiciî surrouinc us, wvhethier in
the bard and pu7.zling 1,robiems of geoiogy , in the pleasant and instruc.-
tive study of botany, or the tieliglitful study of our birds, insects and

sheils, or in some of the more minute forms of animal andi plant life.
The materials thus obtained by these working societies, like the Field-

Naturalists' Club, andti h quantity of tiiese shouiti, in a short time,
reach large proportions, cati titen be discnsse<i, anti te conclusions


