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FOURTL.-On Wedniesday, the Lrid February, 1%1r. 1-enry M. Ami
contributed a note on the IlSequenre of Geological Formations abouit
Ottawa," aiter whiclî MLr.*J.îiies Fletcher read a very interesting and
-val table paper on IlVegetable Patrasites." As these papers willappear
in future numbers of Tii. OTTAWA NATURAL1ST, it is not necessary to
give any abstract of thiem here. They were followcd by a lengtby dis-
cuission, principally iupon tlie legree of parasitisrn %vliich mighit be cor-
rectlyattributed toionotropa and coinandra. Prof.j Macoun ccnsidered

.tlat those present bad listened to a paper of unuiisual interest and clear-
iiess of statenient, and supported M r. Fletelier in his viewvs on the para-
81itismn of the abovo naitid plants. Dr. Baptie on thie other band vas
of the opinion tliat coinandra was capable of existing quite indepen-
dently of any ocher plant, as it wvas well supplicd with roots, while the
:ttachments to the roots of other plant, %vere few in nuinher. Prof.
MXacoun said that this plant belonged to the order next to that in which
the xnistletoe wvas placed, and in bis opinion vas at least t;erni-parasitic.*
IBe found it impossiblo to dry this; plan; green, and this fact would, as
nientioned by the lecturer, point to, the absence of' trite chlorophyll.
WVitli reference to inonotropa, Dr. Baptie hield tlîat itw~as flot parasitic,
or that at least there wvas no evidence of parasitisi. and he thouglît tlîat
the intermediary stage suggested by Mr. Fletcher, bad as yet no -rounds
for acceptance. No connection of ionotropa wvitIî the roots of any
plant had yet been recorded, and no î>erson hiad ever seen the tider-
",round x'oot-growvth whidli liad been suggested. 'Mr. Fietcher ini reply
said it would be alnîost impossible for any one to observe this stage, on
,account of the growth being cntirely underground, but lie trusted at-
tempts would be initde to grow the plant from, seed, and so definitely

*scttle the question. Mr. R.,' B. Wlîyto supported the idea that the
plants nientioned w*ere in a greater or less degree parasitic, according as
they showedl the presenceor abseiice oif chiorophiyl. Ashort discusiou
,theon followed on the paper which liad been. read by Mr. Ami, chiefly
with refeience to the prospects of natural gas being fouind near Ottawa
in quantities availatile for economic puirpose-s. Mr. J. Stewart, ]Rev.
Prof. Marsan, Prof. Macotin and Mr. Harrington joined in this discus-
sion, as wvell as Mr. Ami. A fine series of the parasitic plants men.-
tioned in «Mr. Fletcher's paper wvas exhibitcd by Prof. Macoun.


