
..TIry nie, General, try mie !Put ine to the proof ;it' s
worth a trial. Oîîe mnore or less for your mii to .shoot,
what does it miatter ? One hour of freedoni o1ihlv * ot miore;
you shiail see wvhether 1 wîill keep mv,% word, and whether 1
arn afraid ta die."

-Oh, yau're nîo kuave, buit y-ou iiuist take ne for anc.
Once free and far aw'ay, aîîd then ta corne 1back to be shat

jiist as if you ivere keepiiig an ordinary appoimîtinemt ? Yau
will lîardly get mune to swallow that, mvy boy

Listen, sir, I bec, of you. Perhiaps yon have a good
inother, wham yau lave more than augolît else iii the whole
world. If, like nie, you were just gaing ta die, yNour hast
tlîoughit would be of lier, wauld it nat? And yau waul
bless the îîîan who gYave yau the opportiiiîity af seeing lier
once maore, for the last tinie. General, do for nie -what yau
wvould pray othiers ta do for you. Give nue aime hour af
liberty, and I will give you nîy word of hionor ta returm -and
give nîyself up. Is life itself w'artlî a proîîîise brokeil ? "

XVhile he wvas speaking-, the commandant was pacing to-
and fro, tuaging viciaîîsly at lus mnoustache, andl evidently
struggling liard ta appear unrnoved.

'<Upon my word !" he iurmured. -"This urchin talks
of hanor as though hie w'ere a Kniighit of the Round Table! "

He stopped abruptly in front of bis prisoxuer and asked,
iii a severe tone:-

"Vour namne ?"

Paul d'Al-,ville."
"Age?"
Sixteen on tlie iîth of JuIy."
What made you leave your mather ta follow the coin-

imie ? '
-"The thirty sous chiefly ; aie nmust eat! Theîi the

lieighibors and my conirades threatened ta shoot me if I did
'lot mnarch with themn. They said I was tali enough to-
Carr a mnusket. My mother was afraid of tliem, and wept,.
and begged mue ta obey theni.?

IIIS WORD) OF HONOR


