
298 T'he .Afssenger of te Sacri-e Heari.

At honme, thanks to the good principles NvIichi --lape
our laws and direct our goveruieut, the crisis is uot so
actite; but who %vill say tlîat the cleients are îlot beglix-
ning to, gather ain( the syînptoins to xnan ifest theiselves ?

The Vicar of Christ, reading as only lie can read the
signs of tlie tinies, and realiziug the peril of the situation,
has conie like the good Saînaritan to the rescue of society,
to pour into its wounds the oil of a lîeavenly doctrine,
and bandage tlîeni by salutary prescriptions. Going to the
source of the evil, the Holy Fatîxer fuîds that tlie tnisery
and wretchedniess *wlîicli press so lieavily on tixe large
xnajority of the very poor are traceabie to the rejeciou.
or the old clxurch aîîd ancicut religion withi its guilds
and institutions for the workiirinai and the poor.

heceby degrees it lias coic to pass, that workiugneîii
have becîx given over, isoiatcd and defenceless, to the
hard-heartedness of cîxxpl.oyers and the grecd of minre-
stricted conîpetition. The cvii lias becîx inicreased by a
rapacious usnry practised under differenit fornis by avari-
cious and grasping ien, to whlicli inust be a(ded the cus-
toux of working by coutract, and thie concentrationi of so

iaîxy branches of trade inth Ui auds of a few ixîdividuals,
s0 that a sixail nuinber of very ricli mnîx have beeîx able
to lay upon tlîe miasses of thc poor a yokc little better
thau slavery itself.

Coiniing to assigii a reniedy, the Holv Fathier dloes not
find. one ini the systeix of tixe Socialisis, who, working ou
the poor mnan's enivy of the ricîx, cudeavor to albolish pri-
vate property aîxd trausfer the posscssionis of individuals
to the coîiuniiiiity, 50 tîxat wliatevcr tîxere is to eujoy inay
be dlistributed ini equal slîares tu aIl.

Thus tlxey wvould defeat tlieir own purpose ; for, if every
man wvorked for tîxe coninion good, nobody would work
at all. Nor caii a reuxcedy be fouud. in State legisiation
whicli cannot invade tîxe natural riglits of mian eitîxer as
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