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the gospel and distributing the Serip-
tures throughout the entire mass of the

opulation ~ Could this be accomplished,
it would form a prand era in the history
of the Indian missions,

An official notice 'from Borbay has
been extensively circulated thwough Asia,
in scveral languages, establishing two
commercial fairs in Scinde—one at Ku-
rachi, to commence on December 1st,
and Jast sixty days; the other at Sukkur,
aboat two hundred miles inland, to com-
mence on January st, and last forty-live
days,—the Iast India Company under-
taking to provide for the preservation of
order and the prevention of crime wken
the traders meet  These fairs, it is ex-
pected, will furnish an inlet to the al-
most unknown natons of Central Asia,
and will, doubtless, Le taken advantage
of by missionaries in Western India.

The aspect of affairs in the Burmese
emp're seems to indicate that one of the
events likely to arise out of the present
war will be 1he opening of that country
to the messengers of the gospel and to
Ciiristian civilizion. Al classes of the
nation are imploring British protection.
They express themselves sick of a tyran-
1y to whose ravages they have been long
exposed, under which “lifc, fame, pro-
perty, and families are not worth five
winutes purchase.” The Karen Chris-
tians have been long praying for the
English to come and take their country
and give them liberty; and now that
there is some appearance of their pray-
ers being answered, they are watching
the ¢vems of the war with intense inter-
et The Karens are a portion of the a-
boriginal inhabitants of the country who
occupy all the mountain regions of the
southern and eastern portions of the Bur-
mese territory,—many of whom are Chuis-
tians, under the care of native evange-
lists, who some years ago introduced the
gospel among them.  They are a patri-
archal prople, whose tradiions have so
much of a Scripture character as to have
led some to conclude that they are of the
dJewish race.This, however, is very impro-
bable. It ismore likely that these tra-
ditions are faint vestiges of primitive
christianity. The Karens, wherever they
have been met with, have manifested
great readiness to receive the gospe:.

The hopes excited by the recent ac-
cession of Chau-fa-Mongkut to the throne
of the kingdom of Siam appear about to
berealized. That enlightened and libe-
7al prince bas invited the Awmerican mis-
sionaries,who were driven from the coun-
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try by the persecution of his predecessor,
to return to Bankok, the capital. promis-
ing them protection, and expressing a de-
sire to bave lus subjects instructed by
them. ‘Uhiey have accordingly renewed
their latours in that populous city, and
find themselves at liberty to preach the
gospel thronghout the lengrh and breadth
ofthe kingdom. The missionaries’ wives
are also, atthe special request of the
King, who Las a areat love for learning,
engaged in teaching his royal sisters and
the ladies of his harem the English lan-
guage.

In China, the members of the respec-
tive missions arc actively engaged in
preaching the gospel and prometing
christan cducation  Scriptural know-
ledge is becoming widely diffu-ed among
the people, and comsiderable numbers
are, {rom tune fo time, being added to
the churehes.  Notwithstanding the state-
ments that have appeared respecting the
genernl eduenion of the Clunese, it is
found that a large majority of them are
unable to real their own books This
must neeessarily be the case, as it is ac-
knowledged by educated natives that it
requires many vears' study to master the
wrdien language of China.  The missi-
onaries are therefore endeavouring, by
the use of the Roman alphabet, to give
them a literature in their spolen lan-
guage. With this view several small
works have been prepared and printed,
and the practicability of teaching the na-
tives to read the colloquial lansuage by
means of a foreizn alphabet bas been
tested in some of the mission schools—
The result has been encouraging—chil-
dren have been able to read and under-
stand such books in the short peried ofa
few months. Should this undertaking
prove nltimately successful, it will great-
ly contribute to facilitate missionary la-
bours in China.

1t will be a gratification to other Pro-
testant Missionary Churches to find that
the Wesleyan Society is about to ex:end
its operations tothe Chinese empire, and
has appoinied three agents to that vast
ficld ot missionary enterprise.

The prospeers of Africa are daily
brightening. Treaties have been con-
cluded by our naval commanders with
the King of Dahomey and all the Afri-
can chiefs whose rule extends along the
Bight of Benin, for the total abolition of
the slave trade, which is at present en-
tirely suppressed in those parts. Itises-
timated that there are on the coast of
Woestern Afyica 50,000 native christians.



