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than chronolýogical questions, just because 2. A description of Bethîlehem, or of an "Wor
they are su interestlng. Vet 1 would dwell Eastern khan, may be miade a real help to teenth
a liltle on the synchronisms in the first two tbe higher teaching of ibis lesson. Let me, and d
verses of tbischapter. Suppose a fewques. instead of attempting one osyseif, copy here Ilethie
tiens and answers as follows :a few fines frons a book called "i4umestic was (

D)o you icîssember the last censtîs, when Life in P'alestine," by INI iss Rogers, sister of ",Our
your father bad to put ail your names and a formei Iiiiîish Consul aI L)ansscus. The Ilsere
ages un a piece of paper, and a man called house sbe describes was not at Blethlehem ; and aIý
andtookitaway? (Mlyreaderswilldescribe but ber account is0none the less available by <;ods?
the American mnethod, of course.) Hlere is way of illustration :Three
an account of a census 1884 years ago. "I1 fond the house consisted of onîy une buw tlh
(The word " tased" mneans -' registered ;" i very lofîy room, about eighîeen leet square 19 , 2
occurs also in Heb. 12. 23, "wriîîen in .... .Just witbin the door, a donkey and a The
heaven.") WVho orders a census lo be made? yoke of oxen stood, and I suon perceived Co le
The Governoient. Who was ruler of Judea tbat ratber more tban one-third of the room bat we
at tbîs time? Herod :se Luke 1. 5. But was set apart for cattie, wbere the fluor, wbich (a) 1
wbo ordered Ibis ceosas ? Whaî rigbt had was on a level witb tbe street, was of earlb, Sec a
Ciesar Augustus lu order il ? Who was he ? and partially sîrewn witb fodder. We were 6. 1-6.
(Explain :Roman Empire and tributary led up îwu stofie steps on tu a dais, two feet him gi
kings. So now :Egypt pays tribute to bigb, wbere fragments of old mats and car- Cor. 8.
Turkey. Native States in India tu Great pets were spread .... Meantime, our twO (bi) 1
Britain.) But how could he order it in " ail horses were unsaddled, and lodged in tbe born, a
the wurld ? (Explain :ineans the Empire. lower part of the ruent..Threedeeplrougbs body g
Greek word always used in tbat sense in or mangers, about lbree feel by une, were Malt. 4
New Testamenî-oko<mee nut kosmyos, as hollowed out of the broad Stone cuping at 6. He
in "God su losred tbe world.') What had the edge ofthe dais. Mohammedour groom, (c) H
Cyrenins guI to do wiîh il ? Governor of ail filled these troughs wiîb barley, and our tired of him;
Syria at that time, under Augustus : Judea a animais enjoyed tbeir evening meal.... .1 and feui
part of Syria. Wbich greatest, Cyrenius or imagined joseph anxiously seeking test and 22. 42 ;
Herod ? Cyrenius, flot in bimself, but be- shelter for Mary after ber long journey.... 3. 5:; L
cause represented Emperor, (as Blritish Vice- Tbe raised fluor was crowdcd with sîrangers, Matt. 8,
roy of India greater than tbe Maharajab of wbo had, like tbem, come lu be taxed. But not-sii
Casbmere.) joseph and Mary mnay bave taken refuge i John

Now wbat isthe good of aIllbis? Will il fromn tbe cold in the lower part of the room (d) Y
nut take up time that sbouid be given tu .... I Iooked at une of tbe mangers, and feut what w
higher tbings ? 1 t may, very easily ; but if how natural it was tu use il as a cradie for a ",child'
kept in ils proper place, il wii do a most newly-born infant. Its size, bts sbape, ils whal dc
useful lhing-it wiIl sbow the position of the Sof bcd of fodder, ils nearness lu tbe warmn 1. 23.
birîh of Christ in general bbsîory, and belp fire always burning on the dais in midwinîer, spoke o
the realizalion of Ihat bbrtb as a historical would immediateiy suggesl tbe idea t0 an inb the
fact. 0f course, thefact that Jesus was then Eastern moîber." self " e(
humn does n0t of ilseif prove that be was the This lu a vivid picture. Wheîher the " shouid
Son of God ; but il helpa us te trust the "in" ait Bethlehem was like Ibat, we can- tIhe Fals
accuracy of Scripture; we feel we are in thse nel say. But Ibis we cao say, tIsaI the place beneaîb
region of truc hislory and n0t of romance; wherc Jesus was born, wbeîher a cave, as "i1 and
and if Luke la correct when he refers tu the local tradition says, or aoytbing cIsc, was and mai
Roman Empire, may we n0t believe hlm in cerîainiy n0t belter than whaî Miss Rogers Let ai
tIse other îhings louP? describes. But bow wiîî ail this help our 20. 28,)

But furîlier: wiîh classes capable of Sp- tcacbiog on tIse Incarnation ? JouI by con-
preciaîbng il, I would dweii on the old diffi- trasl. That was wbaî the Son of Go camie
culîy of the date of Cyrenlus' governurship, down tu. Iim
and its remarkabie solution wilhin the last But 00w, how sbuuld the great fact of the Draw ifew years. Teachers wbo caoi net uni>' state Incarnation itself be introduced? Put il
thse fact that Cyrenius was guvernor îwice, tbus :Von ail have had a beginning, and seph andi
but expiain the curlous cbain of indirect evi- that was when yuwere born. But the birth purpose
dence b>' wblcb Zumpt of Berlin has proved ait 0fhlhe wa e hitsbgnigthe riit, wîll gîve intelligent schoiars an illustration Sec John 17. 5, wbere be spea<s t0 lIse
of tIse exact accuracy of Scripture whicb the>' Fatber about "tIse glory wbicb i Isad with me~ssage
will nulforges. No "discrepancy" was more thee before the wurld was." What was he visît..
triumpbanlly appealed te former>' b>' ubjec- then? Nut a man ; nut an angel; but-sec !raits, an
lors ; none bas been more completly Irans- John i. i, "1 Ib te beginning was the Word, Je>'; (2)
formed mbt Christian evidence. It is worîh and the Word was wiîh God, and tbe Word mther's
whilc for our young peuple lu know how. was God." But Isow do wc know this wonder..

Christ (


