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TEAOHIERS' JREAPING CIRCLES.*
Rev. .Elon I. Rexford, B.A., Quebec.

There is no point more generally inisisted upon at the present time by
the best writers upon educational subjocts than the neoessity of profes-
sional training as a preparation for the work of teaching. The opinion
18 rapidly gaining grov-ad that if teaching 18 flot at present a profession,
it should be a profession; that the teacher should be a professional man,
and, as such, undergo a thorough preparatory professional training before
entering upon the inmportant work of teaching, similar to the preparatory
course forother professions, an 1 that the teacher should maintain his pro-
fessional standing (1) by a systematie course of professional reading which
shall keep hixu abreast of the best thought and niethods of his profession,
and (2) by careful study and preparation of e"ch day's work. This tendency
is one of the most important and encouraging features of the present edu-
cational outlook. It is important that we, the Protestant teachers of this
Province, should take note of this tendency and guide ourselves accord-
ingly. The tume was when men failed te distinguish between the know-
ledge of a subject and the knowledge of the nimethods of teaching a snb-
jeet. A good arithmetician and a good teacher of arithmetic were con-
sidered synonymous terris, the first necessarlly involved the second. One
had only te secure a good classic in order te have Latin and Greek
taught successfully. Individuals rose up here and there in the educa-
tional world and niaintained the necessity of a knowledçre of methods
as well as a knoledge of subjeets, as a qualification for a successful

0Paper read beforo the Teachors' Association in confection with MoGili Normal
Sohool, Fébraary, 1886.


