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years ago, and write these state 1 pers in plain intelligible Turkish. The
constitution, for exaînple, that waa proiulgated sotie tÎirce years a.0, was
wrritten in lauiguage perfectly plain anîd ea4ily read and understood hy the
comnionest reader. E ditors of zîewspapers alsgo hiavc naturalUy etiotgh fuuud
tlîat if they are to seli thîcir papers they nîu8i.t put theni int1 a language th it

*the people cati uiiderstand, else they wiIl never bu3' iior read tlîenm Ou the
other hand, there lias beez a very great change aînong thiese nominal chris-
tian races, as education lias advanced aniong thein. Those Tuirkisli-sp)etking,,

*Christiaus liav* druppei)d the peciiliarities of thieir race ; the Grecisins and thc
Auinenlianisilns have beel elimninatud froua t]îe Turkish. as the-y uise it. Only

boukle while ago a pi-rop- itioii was mnade to drop aUl reading-books and al
bosiii the Arineniaîî clmracter, lu the schouis of the Tuirkishi-sp)etliiug

Armnins. By wIi(,il tlunik you was this proposition mîade i You inay
suppose by those Arinenian) euiployucs, the highiest officis (> th Tuks
governinent in Constantiniople 1 .No. Thlon by ambitions Turkish suiiolars
of the Arineniani race 1 No. 13ut by a lady teatcher of a girls school in the
h-eart of Asia Min<>r. TIhzis >great change iii the direction of linifyin,, the
Iwritteui Turkislh language fully justilied anud eV#-ni dernanded that enturprise
in whichi the Anierican Bible Societ.y lias engagcdwt i rts u
rForeign Bible Society, viz., the effort to prepare only one version of the
Bible in the Turkish lancuage, by whatsoever race or wvhatsoever class or
ln whiatsoever characters iead. That work, whicli wvas exîtrusted to your
conuuiittee just five years ago, 13 lloý fiuislhed, and ive are able tu present to
you Ilere [ilhe volumnes were pl:îced on tlîe President's table] copies of this
Bible iu Turkish -thie one in the (M>ttnan or Arabie character as read by al
Mosleuîis, and the other in the Ariiienian clînracter as rend by Tuirkish-speak-
iug" Armienians.

Now, wvhat is doue by tlîus putting the saine Bible, wvith the saie w%,ords
from the begiiuxing to tlîe end, into the hands of tlue people, in characters
adapted to the reading of the différent races)1 What le gaii ed by it le, that

fleentire evangelical popuaon of Turkey are now maea iiaissioznary force
pst. ;- teacher, colporteur, or private Christian, cati now take the Bible in
the ittiguagre iu which lie reads it, aud punt aniot.her copy of the Bible, ini the
characters llis iMohanmedan neiglibour reads it, into lais hand, and thiey cati
sit doîvu togethier to a coaaparison of the word of God. Thuis takes out of
thes hand of the Moslemn in Turkey hlis standard objection to our Chlristian
Seriptures, viz., that we change according to our own pleasure the sacred
text. -Now -%e give liira the sanie text ; there le no difference. The (31hris-
tian preachier or tendher le flot obliged to apologize for the fact thiat lie reads
the Bible il soinewhiat different language f roni that rend by the Moslexi
himscif ; they are identical nom,. We caunot too greatly enuphasize the im-
portance of thus putting the B3ible, in their own langfuag!,e, into flic hand:b of
all thc peo>ple.

Noir, there arc four points wliich -ive uiay mention as indications in êod'a
providence of tlîe acrual openiing of Uic Mýolaxnt-ýedaii races of Turkey to the
Bible. The first ie thc sigynifit one, thuat at the very moment when the
grand vizier of the Turkieh empire in 18 î5 was saiyingý, to: our ininist,ur, It1
itiinpossible for a Mohiamiiedan to become a Christian ; the relig-ons liberty
promnises of t'le Sublime Porte concern the Chrîstian races alone;) izy aluguet
flaster, hie imnperial, iajesty, %vill, not permuit the powers cf Europe to inter-
feîre t ail ln th'e religious affaire of lais Moslew subjects,"ý-just at the in-
tuent thie utterance was nmade, thc Sublime Porte, liaving in the 6rst instance
refuhcd perission for tlîe prinîtig of the Bible iu the new version in the
Arabie character, ivas by thue pressure of the Britishi Government compclled
to yield. In the first instance th ey said, "1You shall have permission if you
wiil puit on the tile page, 1 his i.s the Protesftants' Bible, or thc Bible for
Turkish Protestante."' 0f c0urse we refused the permission on sucli termis.

"Then," said they, " you shall put on tic titie page of every copy, 'Jriited


