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Zbe lRcnatssance ai tbe ilRevi'vat of

Tis a stateinent comnroilly inade, and repeated ini
and ont of season. that the Renaissante marks the

- revival of learning. Prior to the period so (lehul-

cd, sectilar knowledge w'as, s0 it iS asserted. prae-
ptil woist ie prsio atl ds prcted of -a ions
ptiey mo-itent poeso atd east loe of a ioin-

-histian. -Accordiîig Io this view. therefore. the
11enaissance signifies the emancipation of the human mind froin the
ignorance and suiperstition, fromn ail tlue spiritual and intellectuial
traininels of the Dark Agcs.

That. one tak-es il, is approximately the ordinary, nion-Ca,,tholie
conception of the Renaissance; possibly, also, of certain miodern
and very enliglitencd Catholies. Great îninds. it will be rcadily
admli-itted, are ho, be found here and thcre. in the centuries imme-
dia.tely preccding the later flfteenth and early sixteetnth, ainong
Nrhomn Saint Tliomas of Aquin stands, by comnnon consent. first and
without a rival. But -ven Saint Thomas secmns, to believers iii the
Renaissance, ho have L'rittered away bis powers ci) questions of
1n0 practical value to huminaniiity, of interest -at xnost to selboolmen
and theologians.

On the otiier hand, the view whichi regards the Renaissance
as '« the dcvii 's travesty of the Newv Birth." is uxot with ont sup-
porters, even in the twenticth century. as it certaimuly 'vas not in
the age whvichi saNv the d1awn of' this stipposed initelleettual ani
spiritual freedomn. Admitting, howevcr, ail that is elaimied by the
heirs of the Renaissance, what defence is thc Catholie to inale
for his forbears in the Faith?

The lines of defence, indccd, are flot far 1.0 seek nor nced we.
sumniori Catholie evidenc alono. Thie Puritan of the age ahinost
imnrediately snceeding flic Renaissance was, aiost assuredly. not
a believer in either intellieetual or spirituial freedoin. ïas conccived
by flue originators, or by flic champions of cither. To hirn as ho the
inoni of the Diarkc Ages, as to Saint Jeromne, S,ýaint Aiigustine., or
Tertullian, God and the soul were of sucli paraniount concern that
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