
19 UN IVERSITY OF OTTAWA ILVIL-*\

The MN:edizieval .xorld suffered, no doubt, a grent niany evils,
but tlîcy werc mostly physical and material. XVith us it is chiefly
tic soul and the conscience .tlat arc harasscd.

It has becu w~iscly said that in cverythirig tiierc is an inexhaust-
ible nieaning, but we sec ini it only xvhat we bring means of seeing.
Tlhis is strikingly true whien there is question of the Mediaeval
world. \Vc sec in it wl'hat xve brin- ineans of scing. If our souls
have been blott6d out by religious questionings, and faith is to us
but a delusion and an absurdity, then surely shall we sec but littie
of thc truc M'-iddle Age.

To catch the full meaning of those truly admirable times, one
must look at th-eni throughi eycs of faitlî. This is xvhat most his-
torians have failed to do.

Nlatthev Arnold tells us that there are two forces that divide
bet\we,î theni the empire of the vrorld-Hellenism and Hcebraism.
Hellenismi, the spirit of ancient Greece, the desire to sec thîings as
tlîcy are; Hebraisnm, thc spirit of Judea, the love and pursuit of
right-cousnecss. \Vhen xvere these two forces so beautifully balanced
as in thc Thirteenth Century? "TI'le grace stored up in Jerusa]cmn
and the glUts which radiate froni Athen-rs, says Cardinal Newvman,
"are niade over and conccntrated in Rome-" And from Rome they

-werc now sprcad over Europe.
The Thirtccnth Century saxv the greatest religious revival and

reformation of men and morals since the days whcn the Master
tauglit in Judea-a revival based o11 Hcllenism and Hebraismi; an
honest strix'ing to makze reason and thue xviii of God prex'ail.

This reialwas cffected by those two illustr'ous orders of Men-
dicant Friars, tic Dominicans and thc Franciseans, founded early in
the Thirtcenth Century by St. Dominic and St. Fraýncis of Assisi.
A sketch of the Thirteenth Century Nvould be inconîplcte -without a
word on thiese two glorious nuen. W\idely as they differcd in char-
acter and temperamient,-Dominic beingy --a man of fiery ardor and
rigid ortlîodoxy, and Francis of tender mystical piety and imagina-
tive cnthusiasm,-yet they vvere closely drawn to each other by a
commion aimi in life. The temper of the one semed to be the neces-
sary complenient t-o that of the other. I3oth -were actuated by u
comnion purpose to convert the heathen, to extirpate hiercsy, to re-
concile know'ledg;e with faitli, and to preach the gospel to the poor.

Montalambert tells a very pretty story of the commencement of
thecir friendslîip. St. Dominic liad a dreami in wvlich lie saw~ Christ
preparing to strike the guilty xvorld; but Mary interfered, and in
order to appease lier son, presented to hini Dominic and another per-
,ýon unknown to him. The next day, going into one of the churchies
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