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up the spacious cllimney, and tiien tlle clock in the Ioiver hall stî'uck
one and sent me to bed. 1 iîad been qsleep) for sonie timie ia thce old
Firencli bedstcad which liad probably lield mny generations silice it
iras first put up, whien 1 awoke w'hth a start, imiiniing tlat some
body iras iii tho rooni. I listened for a moment or two, and soon
lauglîed at myseif for mny foolishi fancy. The mioon-liglît wus strennm-
ing into the apartmnent and playing- straxîgei- freaks on somne engra.vings
liaîîgring on thle ivali; but 1 heard nothing except the tiek of ni watcli
on the dressing-table. 1 was rrnngmyscif once more conifortably
under the bed-clothes, -.vlien I heard a noise, as if sometlîing was being
draggc ,gd ste.,,ltliily on the floor of the corridor, and a fewv moments
aftcrwards the notes of an unknown air broke the stillncss of' the
nigYlit. When I Iooked at my ivatclî and saw flint it iwas ncarly tliree
o'clock, I could not believe tliat any of the fàmily would be up at that
hour of the morning. I confcss I iras somecw'hat startlcl iviien I re-
inenbered the story I hiad heard on thie previolîs cveiuing, but I arn not
superstitious, and at once rejcctedl the idea that thecre was anything
supernatural in tiiose mysterious souinds. I w~as 011 the point of put-
ting on my dressing gyoîn and going out into HIe corridor. whieu the
mnusic ceased and the noise begran again. I unlocked the door as
quickly as I could, but nothing was visible, as I lookied into the cor-
ridor îvhicli appeared perfectly dark, for the mnogn hiad at tliat instant
been obscured by sorne passing cloud. Shutting the door, 1 goi agarn
into bcd, with the determination of liaving a full explanation in the
morning from sonme of the family.

1 met only Mdlle. de Guercheville and lier uncle at breakfast> as lier
faither did not feel very well and sent his excuses for his non-appe-ar-
ance. I mentionedl the cireuinstances îvhicli liad taken place during
the niglît, ,and as I did so I noticed that one looked at the other in
surprise. .After a pause of a feiv moments, Dr. de Guercheville ob-
served :

tgI cannot at ail explain the matter-it is certaînily verýy curious;
for the servants ]lave, on two previous occasions, licard the very same
noises. Noue of us, liowever, ]lave paid any attention to thecir state-
nients--indeed I don't think my brother lias yet been told of themi."

"(I hope you don't think,," said M'dlle. le Guerclieville, addressing
me, Ilthat ive put you, purposely in tlîat room-it is Uic most com-
fortable in thc Château, and nobody ever believed there ivas anytliingr
in the stories whlich Margntérite and another servant have been ',ellingr.
1 thougî-lt, when I was told of them yesterday, that the silly g,,irls had
made themn up to frighten the house-keeper wvho is very superstitions,
and no favourite with some of Ilhe, servants."

&"After whiat you liave told me," continued tlîe doctor, ' I must be-
lieve that; the servants did hear somcthing. 1 suppose the Seignfeur
ivill ratlier plume himself on the filct thlat this old house is haunted.
I believe it is only your old familles that are properly entitled to
ghlosts in flîeir houses-they are luxuries beyond the readli of com-
mon-place people."

1I remember hcaring a similar story about a -car ago, said M'dle.,
"when poor Raoul lefV us. Unele,"
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