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CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS.

SARNIA: The anbual meeting of St.

Andrew’s Cburch  took place on the I15th
ult, _ The treasurer’s financial statement showed
the income for congregational purposes to be
4:074.77, and the expenditure $4,005.18, leaving
a balance of $69.59 in hand. The Missionary As-
fociation reporfed $492.08 for the schemes of the
church, and in addition a contribution was being
Made to raise $100 specially for the Augmentation
Fund. The Sabbath School'reported $395.69 ; of
this sum $270.11 was raised for the schemes of
the Church. The W. F. M. S. raised $98.56,
an'd the Boys Brigade $204.67. The total sum
Taised for  all purposes being $5,365.77. The
various reports were considered very satisfactory
2nd compared favorably with previous years.

Otes of thanks were passed to the ladies of the
Congregation, and to the choir for their valued
sServices during the year.

TILSONBURG: ‘The annual meeting of
Avondale Church was held on the evening of
aduary joth, and was well attended. A very
- Pleasant feature was a congregational social tea
S€rved by the ladies in the school room. The
!Cpq:)ns were all of an encouraging character and
'ndicated progress. During the year the long
listing connection with the congregation of

Wloden was terminated. Thirty-three new
mem.bers were added. The congregational
oﬁenrgx were $250 in advance of last year,
aTnd the offerings for the schemes doubled.

he Ladies’ Aid Society raised $400 and wiped
ba the debt on the fine new organ, leaving a good

lance o0 hand. A branch of the W. F. M. S.

“S'as also organized and is doing well. The

abba[h School has outgrown its present accom-
Modations and the Church building will soon be
enlarged. A spirit of harmony and hopefulness
Prevailg among the people.

. The annual social of Knox Church Sabbath
chool, Toronto, was held lately. Mr. James
s Rowles, Tr., superintendant, presided. Tea was
we'“d.fro,m six till half past seven, when views
“‘;'? given of Canada and the Pacific coast by Mr.
bittemore, after which the pastor, Rev, Dr.
. arsons,presented eighty-three prizes to pupils for
cgular attendance. The secretary’s report show-
o an average attendance of 236, being an increase
we' last year, while the handsome sum of $464
38 collected for missions, which was divided
ong th_e Home,Foreign, French Evangelization,
s ‘1_‘ Mission and Augmentation Fuad. At a
OPEcxal meeting of the teachers, the following
X CerS were re-elected, viz. : Superintendant, ]
l}“’"Plt:s, Jr. ; Assistant-Supt., J. Moreschfelder ;
Measurer, Albert Maas; Secretary, George G.
mgwat ; Librarians, W. Tennant, A. P.Jamieson
feay W. J. S. Graham. Among the gratifying
. ures of the work during the past year might be
“nil:.“onc'f‘ the public confession of Christ and
th, Ing with the Church of six of the scholars and
© Rood order and attendatice maintained.

YoUNe PROPLE'S PRESBYTER-
I4N UNION OF TORONTO.

Peo.g?? aonual meeting of the Toronto Young

even; s Presbyterian Union was held on Monday
g of last week in Westminster Church,Bloor

" -35L. The great majority of the city churches
;Tn:,(s ';l’ong Tepresentations from their Y.P.S.C.E.,

2o0d oM Were most cordially welcomed by the
augj People of Westminster Church. In the

lence were noticed Rev. J. Neil, Rev. J. McP.
Rev '\N ev. W. A, MartinAand Rev. J. G.. Potter.
the chaj, G. Wallace, president of the Union, took
Proc, ar;f and the yearly business of the Union was
tive e:: ed with.” The report of the Execu-
Uniop Ommittee showed that the efforts of the
Promot; uring the past year had been directed to
the diﬁ'|ng a more social and friendly spirit among
\e&'“ societies of young people of the Pres-
————
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byterian churches in the city, and in urging these
societies to greater missionary efforts both in the
Home and Foreign fields. The Union has also
endeavored to put itself in communication with
young Presbyterians coming from country districts
to reside in the city. Pastor outside the city have

been requested to send to the President of the |

Union the address of any such strangers that they
may be cared for and introduced to the nearest
church. Among the recommendations coming
from the Executive Committee, the following
which was unaminously adopted is perhaps
the most important :—Resolved that during
ths coming year the Young People’s Presbyterian
Union direct all or the greater part of its efforts in
the direction of diffusing more information about
Presbyterianism and kindred ubjects among the
young people of our Church. Also to make an effort
to cause our young people to take a more active
interest in the growth of the Presbyterian Church
in Toronto, Four regular meetings of the Union
are to be held during each year as follows : on the
second Monday in the months of February, May,
October and December. The following motion
was presented to the meeting by Mr. H. H. King,
seconded by Mr. Armstrong :—Resolved ¢‘That
whereas there is before the city council a motion
by Ald. Lamb to close the saloons and
all places where liquor is sold at the
hour of 9 p.m. instead of I1 p.m. as at
present, we the representatives of the Presbytery
ian Young Peoples’ Societies of this city do here-
by place on record our hearty approval of the
motion as being calculated to lessen the evils and
crime resulting from the traffic, and pledge our-
sclves to do our utmost by voice and influence to
support the same.” The resolution was heartily
endorsed by the meeting and the secretary asked
to send a copy of the same to Ald. Lamb. The
following officers were appointed for the year : —
President, Rev. W. G. Wallace, B.D., Bloor
Street Church; 1st Vice-President, Geo. T.
Graham, B.A., Westminster Church ; 2nd Vice-
President, Rev. J. McP. Scott, B.A,, St. John’s
Church ; Recording Secretary, Miss Acoa Flaws,
St. James Square Church ; Corresponding Secret-
ary, Miss Christie, Bloor Street Church. At the
close of the business Rev. W. A, J. Martin gave
an interesting and instructive address on ** Higher
Religious Instruction,” and in a very forcible
manner lsid before the young people the great
good to be gained by taking up one or all of the
courses laid down by the General Assembly,

Westminster Church choir rendered a number
of choice and appropriate musical selections dur-
ing the evening. After the meeting was formally
closed the visitors were most hospitably enter-
taioed in the lecture room by the young people
of the church. Too much praise cannot be given
to Westminster Church, their pastor and choir
leader, who all so ably assisted in makiog this
annual meeting the most pleasant and successful in

the history of the Unioo.

AUGMENTATION.

DEFICITS AND REDUCTION OF SALARIES.

MR. EpITOR,—There is one feature of the
Augmentation Scheme to which attention should
be directed. The Assembly’s Committe has re-
solved not to incur debt, but to spend only the
amount of money contributed by the Church from
year to year. Should this not be sufficient to pay
the grants in full, the salaries of mini-ters in
augmented congregations are reduced. This is a
The General Assem-
bly has approved of it and it will of course be

wise, business-like policy.

adopted by all other committees and boards of the
Church.

it simply to the salaries of ministers in augmented

charges and not to foreign missionaries, French

missionaries, home missionaries, college professors
and all whose salaries come in whole or in part
from the funds of the Church, Judging from
present indications, there is to be a shortage this
year in all Church funds, so that reductions in
salaries will be necessary all round. This would
be a greater hardship, were it not that all of those
who contribute to these funds have impaired in-
comes this year. It ought, however, to be borne
in mind that while those with salaries of $2,500
and $3,000, and even those with salaries of only
$1,000 or $1,200 can afford without much discom-
fort to have reductions made, it means very great
hardskip and privation to augmented wministers
with salaries of only $750, Whatever shortage
there may be in other tunds, surely the Church
will not again allow the most rly paid of her
minister to suffer. Last year $36 had to be de-
ducted by the committee from the small salary
of each of these ministers, whilst all others were
paid in full. It will not be to the credit of the
Chuich if this has to be repeated. Let ministers,
and especially minister with large salaries, see to
it that such is not the case. The remedy is largely
in their hands. NEmo,

—

Western Assurance Com-
pany.

FORTY-FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING
OF SHAREHOLDERS.
DIRECTORS’ REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT
—THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS—SATISFAC-
TORY RESULTS OF THE PAST YEAR'S BUSI-

NESS—THE OLD BOARD UNANIMOUSLY RE-
ELECTED.

The Annual Meeting of the Shareholders
of the above Company was held at its offices
in this city yesterday. Mr. Geo. A, Cox,
President, occupied the chair, and Mr. C. C.

It would be manifestly unfair to apply

Foster, having been appointed to act as
secretary to the meeting, read the following

ANNUAL REPORT.

The Directors beg to present herewith
their Annual Report, showing income and
expenditure of the Company for the year 1894,
together with profit and loss account and
statements of assets and liabilities at the
close of the year.

The premium income, owing mainly to
general business depression and depreciation
in values, shows a falling off compared with
that of the preceding year, but this was more
than counterbalanced by reduced losses, and
the revenue account shows an excess, $111,-
463.47 of income over expenditure. Two
half-yearly dividends at the rate of ten per
cent. per annum have been declared ; $10,000
carried to reserve fund, whi¢th now amounts

to $1,100,000 ; and after providing an ample

reinsurance reserve to meet liabilities on out-
standing policies, the net surplus of the Com-
pany has been increased to $377,247.59.

Your Directors feel assured that the Share-
holders will have learned with deep regret of
the recent loss which the Company has sus-
tained in the death of «its late President, Mr.
A. M. Smith, who, as a Director for the past
twenty-nine years, and as President since
1883, had, by his wise counsel and the active
personal interest he had always taken in its
affairs, contributed largely to the success of
the Company.

The vacancies caused by Mr. Smith’s
death have been filled by the election of the
Vice-President, Mr. Geo. A. Cox, to the
Presidency ; and of the Managing Director,
Mr. J. J. Kenny, to the position of Vice-
President ; the vacancy on the Board being
filled by the appointment of Mr. J. K.
Osborne as a Director.

SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Revenue account—
Total Income............... $2,193,873 05
Total Expenditure (including
appropriation for all losses
reported to 3lst December,
1884)......c.....en [ ... 2,082,419 58
Cash Capital..... TN oo .. 1,000,000 00
Reserve Fund..... .. P 1,100,000 00
Total Assets........ ......... 2,373,604 02

The President, in moving the adoption of
the report, said:—

I am sure that I express the sentiments of
every Shareholder of the Company when 1 say
that the absence from the chair of one who
for so many years has presided over our an-
nual gatherings, and maintained such a con-
stant oversight of the affairs of the Company,
is a source of sincere regret. This feeling is
painfully impressed upon us at this, the
first Shareholders’ meeting fcr thirty years
from which our late President has been absent.
You will, I am sure, agree with me that we
are fortunate in having secured for our Board-
room so excellent a portrait as that before you
of one who has so well earned a place of honor
upon its walls, and whose kindly disposition,
business integrity, and blameless life have left

upon the annals of our business community, .

and more, particularly upon the minds of those
intimately associated with him, a record which
must afford us pleasure, as well as profit, to
contemplate. Although in failing health for
some time past, Mr. Smith continued to take
a deep interest in the business of the Com-
pany, and to fulfil the duties of his office until
after the close of the year with which the re-
port just read deals, and I feel, therefore, in
presenting it that I am rendering, on his be-
half, an account of the final year of his Presi-
dency rather than submitting a report by
virtue of the position to which the Directors
have recently done me the honour to elect me.
In performing this duty my task is a compar-
atively light one, for the statement of the
accounys of the year, which has been in the
hands of Shareholders for some days, is one
which appears to call for no'lengthened expla-
nations, and certainly requires no words of
apology at my hands. From a Shareholder’s
point of view, and taking into account the
depressed condition of general business over
the entire continent during the year, it must
be regarded, I think, as an eminently satis-
factory statement, showing, as it does, that
after paying out of the profits of the year our
usual dividend of ten per cent, upon the capi-
tal, we have been able to add $10,000 to our
reserve fund; and that after providing an
ample reserve for runuing off outstanding risks
we have made a substantial addition to our
net surplus. On the whole, therefore, I say
thatI think we may congratulate ourselves, as
well as the officers and agents of the Com&:y
upon the result of the years transaction’s,bear-
ing evidence, as it does, of that careful sel.ec-
tion of risks and judicious supervision which

Toronto, Ontario.

As Well as Ever

After Taking Hood’s Sarsaparilla

Cured of a Serious Disease.

“1 was suffering from what is known as
Bright's disease for five years, and for days at a
time T have been unable to straighten myself
up. I wasin bed for three weeks; during that
time T had leeches applied and derived no bene-
fit. Seeing Hood’s Sarsaparilla advertised in
the papers I decided to try a bottle. I found

HOOD’S

Sarsaparilla

CURES

relief before I had finished taking half of a bot-
tle. I gotso much help from taking the first

bottle that I decided to try another, and since
taking the second bottle I feel as well as ever
I did inmy life.” GEo.MERRETT, Toronto, Ont.

Hood’s Pills are prompt and efficient, yet
easy of action. Sold by all druggists. 25c.

!s so essential in times when depreciation in

the value of all classes of property is liable to
increase the hazard of fire underwriting. Al-
though the report deals only with the busi-
ness of 1894, I may be permitted to refer
briefly to matters relating to the present year,
and in this connection 1 may first allude to
the unfortunate experience of our own city
during the early part of January, when by
two fires, occurring within a week of each
other, property to the value of close upon one
million and a half dollars and embracing sev-
of what were regarded as our best mercantile
risks, were destroyed, involving a loss of
nearly one millioh dollars, to insurance com-
panies. With the large interesus which the
‘“ Western” has in Toronto, it is needless to
say that we could not hope to escape heavy
losses in such disasters; but I am pleased to
be able to inform you that our limes were so
well distributed, and on the larger risks re-
duced by reinsurance, that our net less by
these two fires was $37,200, an amount not
sufficient to seriously affect, with our present
large income, the average of the year’s losses.
As a result of these fires the improved fire pro-
tection which has long been urgently needed
in Toronto seems likely to be atforded. 1t
will be of interest also to shareholders to know
that a contract has been entered into under
which we have reinsured the Canadian busi-
ness of the United Fire Insurance Com-
pany, of Manchester, England, which Com-
pany has ceased doing business in the Domin-
ion, being, in fact, now in course of liquida-
tion. This will naturally bring some increase
in the volume of our Canadian fire business,
from which we bave, in the past, derived a
fair profit, and from which we feel that we
may reasonably look for satisfactory results
in the future.

The Vice-President seconded the adop-
tion of the report, which was carried unani-
mously. )

The election of Directors for the ensuing
year was then proceeded with, and resulted
in the unanimous re-election of the old Board,
viz. :—Messrs. Geo. A. Cox, Hon. S. C.
Wood, Robt. Beaty, G. R. R. Cockburn, M. P.,
Geo. McMurrich, H. N. Baird, W. R. Brock,
J. K. Oshorne and J. J. Kenny.

At a meeting of the Board of Directors,
held subsequently, Mr. Geo. A. Cox was re-
elected President, and Mr. J. J. Kenny, Vice-
President, for the ensuing year.
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ON DARK CORNERS "

By PROF. B. G. JEFFERIS, M.D., Ph.D.
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