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anG greed of the directorate were mak-
Ing themselves felt, and he believed that
the financial failure of the fair so far,
Was due to the fact that the Christian peo-
Ple oi the country were boycotting . the
1alr and he was happy to believe the
Christian sentiment ot the Republic would
ever tually prevail. (Cheers.)

Coutinuing, Mr. Chariton reierred at
l"'thh to his bill which was crowded out
during the last session of Parliament,
bur which would come up again at the
Dext gession, all being well. It was es-
8ent,:i. however, he :aid, for the Christian
Sentiment ol the Dominion to unite +olidly
In the matter. It was a non-political,
Undenoininational, non-partisan measure
Whici should receive the support oi every
Christian man. The possible loss of
votes was the most potent iniluence which
Couid be brought to bear upon the aver-
age politician, and just as soon as the
hristians of the country went to their
barliamentary representatives and gave
them the alternative of supporting the
bill or iosing their votes, so scon aund no
Rocner would the legirlation they de-
8ired be cecured. From a civil standpoint,

It was not necessary to speak of the re-
ligious a.pect Lelore the Assembly, it was
escential to the well-being oi the state
that this bill pass. (Cheers.) Mr. Charl-
ton spoke earnestly and lucidly ifor up-
warés of an hour, and was closely fol-
lowed and frequently applauded by the
lathers and brethren.

Rev. Robert Wallace, Toronto, seconded
the reception of the report, which was
agreel to.

THE COMMITTRA'S KKCOMMENDATIONS,

Dr. Armstrong then moved the adop-
tion of the reconumendations appended to
the report, which were approved as fol-
Owg ;

(1,. That the Assembly, whilst deplor-
lng tp: many violations of the sanctity
ol the Iord’s Day, would humbly record
its gratitude to God for the large meas-
ure in which the day is obrerved by the
People oi this land. ‘

(2). That the I'resbyteries be urged to
holq stated conferences upon the S\lble'ct
Of Sabbath Ubservance, and to make suit-
abje arrangements to have the claims and
Obiigstions o the Sabbath brought pro-
Nirently beiore the congregations with-
1 thelr bounds. .

(8. That the ministers and members of

© 0ur Church be urged to show the great-
est carefulness with regard to the ob-
Servance o! the Lord’s Day, and seek by
®very means in their power to maintam
the resi and sanctity oi the day.

(4. That ihe Assembly regrets ihat the

' 1)al‘li.'unent oi Canada has not yet ceen
t to pass the bill introduced at last
8ession for the better observance of the
Lorars Day, expresses its general approv-
al (i the terms of this bill, and records

ity appreciation of the efforts qf JI_._r.
Charitor and those laboring with him
O securc the passage of the bill.

(5). That the attention oi the Govern-
Mment he ealled to the iact, reported by
he ‘Vreshytery of Vancouver Is!ap(l,
“That by authority of the Dominion

overnment, oificials and employees are

. Compelled to work on the Sabbath Day

the. (iovernment graving dock at Es-
Quimait,

(6,. That the Assembly, holding that
the ohservance of the Sabbath as a day
Ol re.t i~ highly beneficial to man’s mor-
al, mental, physical and social weliare, ex-
Dreste, it sympathy with the efforts of
Working: men, who, through their corpor-
Ationy and leaguek, are seeking 10 8é-
Cure that all unnecessary work shall cease
on tkag day. ..

(7). That the Assembly expresses its

- Eratification at the cordial co-operation
Ol a)! the Protestant denominations 1n
“the Lerd's Day Alliance of Canada, and
Appoints as its representatives in the
Allinnce the members ol its Sabbath Ob-
$ervoree Comdnittee.

(8). That questions be sent down to
I)reb‘byterieh- for the purpose of securng
More complete information as to the na-

ure of Sabbath observance throughout
€ country.
.. Considerable dircussion arose on the
Itk clause of this recommendation, which
83 originally draited refers only to the
Work going on at the (Government grav-
-, g agek at Esqiumalt. A number of the
Commigcioners referred to other works
Oming within the same class—the traffic
Ol the Welland Canal, the constraction on
e Sog Canal, and the Cornwall Canal—
aud finally the recommendation was refer-
;?l'} back for reconsideration and remod-

g,

Tslguz Moderator announced the iollowing
Committec on loyal addresses : Revs. Dr.

- B. Mackay, D. M. Gordon, Dr. Car-
Wichael, ministers; and Messrs. Thos.

ordon and P. Morrison, elders.
’ /ERTURKS CONSIDERED.

Tha fnrt(])ave?Tconsideration of overtures
Irom Preghyteries was then taken up.

The  Pregbytery of Barrie and the
Yol o} Toronto and. Kingston rent up

*, 80 goverture asking for a change in pre-

. 'Paring . the annual statictical tables, sO

- *hat the getalled revenue and expenditure

© 9 each Chureh be elearly stated. The
- ;‘uatfer was, referred to the Stati-tical
¢+ Committee, :

THE CANADA

Guelph Presbytery sent up an overture

prayirg that the Ascembly order a copy

ol the minutes of its proceedings to be
sent to every elder—a plan which had
been tried in former years, but was de-
parted from two years ago. The over-
ture was supported by Rev. R. M. Craig,
of Fergus, and Rev. Dr. Torrance, of
Guelph, and was strongly opposed by Rev.
Wm. Bennett, Springville, but no decision
had been reached at the noon adjournment.

AFTERNOON SEDERUNT,

The first item of business to come be-
fore the Assembly after lunch was a re-
port from the Foreign Mis-ion Committee,
presented by Mr. Hamilton Carsels, Tor-
onto. and dealing with the overture from
Lanark and Renfrew anent the designa-
ttlon o unordained missionaries, which
was referred to at yesterday's sederweit,
The report recommended that designation
services be continued as heretofore, and
that proper notices thereof be sent to the
I'resbytery within whose bounds the meet-
ing was to be held. The report was ac-
cepted.

ORGANIZATION OF THE YOUNG.

At the last meeting of the General As-
semlly a committee was struck to com-
siter the question ol organizing the young
people of the Churech, and to report at
this pre ent meeting. This report was
now presented by Rev. John Somerville,
Owen Sound. It was very brief, and con-
tained one recommendation and one re-
quest, the recommendation being that an
endeavor be made to organize the young
nnder a constitution, embracing the essen-
tial features of the Y. P. S, C. K., and the
request was that the committee he con-
tinued another year, in order that they
might proceed to draft that constitution.

In moving the adoption of the report,
Mr. Somerville laid great emphasis upon
the immensity of the question, the impor-
tance o the recently-developed movement
amonrg the young people, and the danger
which existed oi allowing the movement
to proreed without more guidanee and con-
trol. When the committee started upon
the work entrusted to it, it was appal-
led at the vastness of the work; for in-
stance, there were already 803 Y. P. C. E.
~otieties in connectjon with Presbyterian-
ism in Canada. (Cheers.) This embraced
thiee-fourths of the congregations in the
Chureh But there was great danger, in-
asmuch as these rocieties were driiting too
much into congregational lines, and be-
comirg antagonistic to Presbyterial lines.
He krew there was much that might be
improved. Many of the pastors objected
to tke full pledge. This might be changed
and other alterations made, but all this
coula be arranged in drafting the new
covustitution, which the committee asked
ancther term to formmulate. (Applause).

Mr. Walter Paul, Montreal, seconded
the adoption of the report and emphasized
much said by the previous speaker.

Rev. Dr. Cochrane would not say a
word against the great work being done,
but he thought they should be very care-
ful in laying hands on the Christian En-
deavcr movement. He preferred denomin-
ationai rocieties, though he would not dis-
credit the Endeavor meeting. His own
experience was that the young people
coulu be guided into proiitable Church
work. His roclety gave a night a month
to heme mission work, another to foreign
mission work. Even if, in some degree,
they did, not entirely agree with the
ideas of the older men, they were rurely
marching on under the banner of their com-
mon Lord. If they were not under the
influence of the Sessions, that was tihe
fault of the Sescions, and not the sqciety.
(Applause.) This he would repeat, that
those who would lay violent hands upon
the movement would do a great hurt to
Christ’s work on earth. .

Rev. Angus McKay, Lucknow, railved
two points in the question of constitution
—Could a non-communicant hold o[fice. in
the society, and would the constitution
approve of socials, ete., in the Church?

Rev. W. J. Clark, London, thought two
ideas had been advanced as to methods
of handling this question—one was to
utilizn the foree already existing, and put
the stamp of Presbyterianism on it, and
the other was to let the movement go
along without interference. He fm_'m-ed
the former. The Methodists, Anglicans
and Baptists had taken thelr young peo-
ple urder their approval, and Presbytey-
ians rhould not be afraid to adopt the
same coprse. (Hear, hear.) He had no
fear of alienating the affections of their
youry people. : .

Trineipal MacViear, Montreal, said the
young people were crying out for help
and counsel, and it would be omly right
anl wise for the older members of the
Churel to heed their cry. He endorsed
the remarks of the last speaker.

Rev. Prof. George Bryce, Winmnipeg,

said he wished to say a word from Man-

itobi, the birth-place in Canada ol "the

Ernceavor movement. He did not believe

a change was necessary at present; wailt
till danger appeared. He testified warm-
ly te the great good the Endeavorers
are doing in his Church.

(Continucd on page 393.)

PRESBYTERIAN.
Aur Contributors.

TWO CAPITAL THINGS TO CON-
TRIBUTE.

BY KNOXONIAN,

When President Cleveland writes he
usually gives a fine illustratiom of Buf-
fon’s famous saying: The style is the
man. The President is a strong man,
and he writes in a strong style; a
little stiff at times, but still stroug.
If he could make his strong sentences
a Little more sinewy he would be almost
as good a writer as George Brown
was.

I.ike all stronz writers, the President
occastonally makes a richly suggestive
phrage. Ome po'mt oi difference hetween
a strong writer or speaker amd a weak-
Limg is, that the strong man often gives
you something you can think about
and beat about, while the weakling
makes his matter so thin that it does
not stand any beating. Too often there
is nothing to beat. One reason why
some ‘people prefer a weakling to a
strong mmam is, because the weakling
never calls upon them for any thinking.
They are too frivolous, or too indolent,
or toe imbecile to do any half-decent think-
img, and therefore they prefer a writer
or speaker, or preacher who does not
give them anything to think about.
Some people would enjoy President
Cleveland’s State papers more if he de-
scribed the Eagle with one wing touch-
ing the A#lantic. the other, the Pacific:
her talons claspingz the north pole, while
she grasp«d South America in her beak.
President Cleveland does not indulge in
flights of that kind; but he did siay, not
long ago, that in matters of trade the
American people are brought face to
face with

A CONDITION, NOT A THEORY,
and when he said that, he sent a rieh-
ly suggestive phrase om its travels, and
it has travelled ever since. You meet
it in almost any gzood article on tariiis
and ifu dozens Jf other places.

The Presbyterian Church of this young
country has many a time been brought
face to face with a condition and a theory
and has been compelled to choose be-
tween them. The theory was, that no
man ghould preach until licensed ; the
condition demanded student preaching
and the theory had to go. The theory

was  that Presbyteries shiould work
their own:. Home Mission flelds; the
condition most imperatively demanded

Home Mission Superintendents,. and the
Church appointed Messrs. Findlay and
Robertson, two men who work as hard
and as saccessfully for the Church as
any other two men within the pale. The
theory was Im favour of winter sessions;
the condition required summer sessions
and the Church, wisely, we think, though
some wise men think otherwise, made
the theory yleld to the comdition. The
number of times the Church has made
th> theory bend to the condition shows
how wige the Church is; and the phrase
that so well Jescribes the actlon of the
Church, shows how useful a good com-
bmation of words may be. Why have
we 8o few useful combinations of that

kind. One good, éﬂsily remembered
phrase, that throws a flood of light
on things, 18 worth a bushel of words.

There should be a professor in every
college to teach the art of putting things.

The other day President Cleveland
coined another ecapital phrase. Allud-
ing to the financial situation in the
United States, he said, the duty of busi-
ness men was to avoid panic and contri-
bute their share of v

HOPE AND STEADINESS.

What coukl be better than that? The
longer you think over ‘the words, the
more clearly you. see that ‘“hope and
steadiness’ are indispemsable to the pros-
perity, yes, even to the life of a young
nation. Without hope mno nation can
prosper ; without steadiness the most
prosperous nation under heaven mizht
be wrecked in a ‘twelvemonth. The Aus-
trallane may have been hopeful enough,
but the last few weeks hage shown that

v
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in the matter of banking, steadiness was
not their forte. Eleven years azo Winnl-
peg may have been hopeful, but it was
not steady. Canada at the present time
needs ‘‘hope and steadiness,” and every
good citizen should contribute his falr
share of both. .

Turning to the Church arena, we soon
see how mueh hope and steadiness are re-
quired there—mot hope alone, or steadi-
alome, but hope and steadiness. A
Church without hope would be useless.
In fact a Church without hope does not
long exist; and the sooner it dies the
better. That brilliant Scotchman, the
Mcderator of the Free Church Assembly,
snid the other day that when a Church
bceomes nothing more tham a moral po-
lie~, il becomes a moral nuisance. Where
a Church or congregation becomes hope-
less, *it may not be exactly a moral
nuisance, but it becomes an ecclesiastical
corpse, amdl it should have immediate
burial lest it become a muisance.

Nobody mneed worry about the future
of a Church or comgregation that has
no steadiness. It has no future. The
only business bafore it Is to zo to pieces:
and the sooner that business is nttended
to the better. A Ohurch or conZrega-
tion that can do nothing better than
shout, will soon mnot be able even to
shout. A ao-called miunister who gets
up showw of one kiml and another on
Sabbath  evenings, socner or later finds
that Sabbath ashows do not pay. The
very people who induced him to go into
the show business, are the first to kick
Iin when the business fails.

I.et no one suppose that b& staadi-
uess wa mean inaction. A Church sound-
ly aslrep is steady. A dead Church or
a dead mien I8 quite steady. President
Cleveland did not ask the business men
of the United States to contribute their
share «of steadiness to the nation by
dying wor going asleep. He meant that
they should help to make the national
mach'me run steadily and keep on the track.
This is exactly the kind of help the
Chureh meeds—mnot the steadiness of in-
action, but the steadiness of smooth run-
ing. :

Some  traims run  steadily at forty
miles am hour. We have seen a ear
derailed when backing stowly into the
switch. Do you see the point ?

Tet us close, as the preachers say,
with a few practical questions.

Brother, do you contribute your fair
share .of hope and steadiness to the
Church of %od ?

If not, what do you contribute?

We hope ybu do mot contribute any
hopelessness  or amy friction, or aay
troubls of any kind? What dJdo you con-

neRS

tribute ? ,
Do you contribute any steadiness, or
are you <counsciously, or unconsciously,

helping  to throw the ecclesiastical car
‘nto the ditehl

A gooi yuestion for a thoughtful-
Christian man is, Do I contribute hope
and steadimess to the Church of God ? It
not, why not.

Ii some of our Church courts would take

- a diet of catechizing amd ask themselves

how much they contribute to the hope
and steadiness of the Church, no partleu-
tar harm would be dome.

J. M. Buckley, D. D. : In spite of ailthat
is unexplainable, there is enough In the
Scriptures that is clear and certain to
guiue our steps. As a man who hesitates
te climb a mountain peak, because the
valley is enveloped in mist, and he can
see only the path at his feet, discovers
when he reaches the summit, that the
peak itself is in the glorious sunlight, so
we may he sure that through the myster-
ies of the Bible, is a clear, straight path,
to the sunlight above. g

R\.BS. Storrs. D. D.: The religion of
the Bible is not of human origin, for it
refutes the tastes of men. Men might
as well be gupposed to invent pain or the
storm, as¢ to invent that system which, at
g0 many points conflicts with thelr pre-
ferences. ‘The attempts tv amend, modi- .
fy, mitigate, and make religion easy, come
from those who know not its power. They
wish something to suit them. The Gos-
pel stands when human preferences ure .
forgotten, enduring as history, firm as the
earth itself. !




